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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter canme on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Commttee at the FRANCI SCO GRANDE HOTEL, 12684 West Gl a
Bend Hi ghway, Casa Grande, Arizona, conmmencing at

9:00 a.m on the 23rd day of Septenber, 2026.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFORD, Committee Chair

LEONARD DRAGO, Departnment of Environnmental Quality

LANEY MEEKER, Departnent of WAter Resources
(Renpt e Appear ance)

NI COLE HI LL, Energy O fice, Departnent of Comrerce

M CHAEL COVBTOCK, Arizona Corporation Conm ssion

DOUGLAS FANT, Ceneral Public

SAL DICICCIO, Cities and Towns (Renote Appearance)

MARGARET "TOBY" LITTLE, PE, Ceneral Public

ROVAN FONTES, Counties (Renote Appearance)

GABBY SAUCEDO MERCER, General Public

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

H GH TOWNER LAW

By: J. Matthew Derstine

4742 North 24th Street, Suite 300
Phoeni x, Arizona 85016

SALT R VER PRQIJECT AGRI CULTURAL | MPROVEMENT AND
PONER DI STRI CT

By: Alysha Y. G bert

P. O. Box 52025, PAB381

Phoeni x, Arizona 85072
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CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

M. Derstine, | believe we were in the mddle
of M. Harbin's testinony when we left off.

MR. DERSTINE: Yes. Good norning.

PANEL TWO DI RECT EXAM NATI ON ( Cont' d)

Q (BY MR DERSTINE) M. Harbin, we have in the
heari ng room here slides L-121 and R-121. |Is that where
we |eft off yesterday?

A BY MR HARBIN: Yes. W left off -- and |
believe we nade it through unless there are any ot her
guestions on this slide.

Q Okay. | guess the takeaway, and if you can
just kind of remnd us. You went through kind of the
current air quality status in Pinal County when you had
a nunber of slides that showed that Pinal County is,
guess dependi ng on whether it's PM2.5 on the 24-hour or
the sonme other duration, that Pinal County is
nonattai nnent for those two criteria pollutants.

Am | thinking about that correctly?

A BY MR HARBIN: Yeah, that is correct.
Currently, for PM2.5 on the 24-hour averagi ng basis, the
area i s designated as noderate nonattainment. There is
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wor k being done right now fromthe Maricopa Associ ation
of Governnments to submit a request for redesignation to
a mai ntenance, neaning that they have now -- they are
now attaining the standard in the area.

And then on the PM2.5 annual averagi ng basi s,
the nonitoring data fromthe H dden Vall ey nonitor does
show that it is exceeding the National Anmbient Air
Qual ity standard; however, Pinal County does have a
draft request to exclude that nonitor fromthe NAAQS
denonstrati on.

And then for PMLO, it is nonattainnent for --
PMLO nonattai nnent at the H dden Valley nonitor, and
there's at this tinme no effort to change that
designation currently.

Q And you spent a bit of tine explaining why
there may be sone problens with that nonitor |ocation
and how that may affect the county's nonattai nment
status as to that particular pollutant.

A BY MR HARBIN: Correct. And that is the work
that Pinal County in their draft 2026 network nonitoring
pl an and 2025 data summary, they have an anal ysis
identifying the unique issues with that nonitor and why
it should not be used for PM2.5 NAAQS denpbnstrations.

Q Ckay. And as to -- aside fromthe PM2.5 and
the PMLO, the air quality status in Pinal County is in
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attainnment for the criteria pollutants you have |isted
at the bottomof slide R-121. Do | have that right? Am
| reading that correctly?

A BY MR HARBIN: That is correct. Not all of
Pinal County is in attainnent, but the area surrounding
the Marigold -- the proposed Marigold facility is in
attainnment for all of the remaining criteria pollutants.

Q And is this area described or identified in a
specific way? Are we West Pinal, or what is this
cal | ed?

A BY MR HARBIN: For the PM2.5, it is called the
West Central Pinal County nonattainnent area. And for
PMLO, it is just the West Pinal County PMLO
nonat t ai nnment ar ea.

Q Okay. So with that background, | think, then
so your -- the Title V air permt application that's
been filed for the Marigold thermal plant takes into
account the air quality status that you went through
yest erday afternoon?

A BY MR HARBIN: That is correct. W include
that and we | ook for conparison in our anbient air
qual ity nodel i ng.

Q Okay. Well, take us now through what | think
we'll -- your next section and work us towards what you
found in ternms of your nodeling and air quality
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assessnent.
A BY MR- HARBIN: AV, it doesn't look Iike -- oh.
Yeah.

W will start wal ki ng through the anbient air
quality inmpacts analysis that was conducted as part of
the Class | permt application.

What | have shown on --

Q Can | stop you there? You said Class -- | keep

saying Class 5. Am|l calling it the wong thing?

A BY MR HARBIN. Class | is the -- it's either
going to be a Title Vor Cass |I. They're synonynous.
Q Thanks for the correction

A BY MR HARBIN. Yes. So in the Cass | or
Title V permt application, we conducted an anbient air
quality inpacts analysis or dispersion nodel at the
request of Pinal County.

Shown on L-123 are Table 6 and Table 11 of
those analysis. This is a two-step process where we
first do what is called a significant inpacts analysis
where we are |l ooking at just the inpacts fromthe
proposed project, and we nodel that to determ ne the
maxi mum concentration at any of the receptors shown on
the graphic on the right of L-123.

So all of these dots are where we cal cul ated
what the nodel ed concentrations would be. And you can

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
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see, when you're close to the facility, they are very
tightly grouped, and they start to spread out. And that
goes out fromthe fence line of the facility out to

50 kilonmeters is what we're | ooking at.

We first, again, look at just the significant
i npacts analysis fromthe project itself, and that is
shown in Table 6. And we conpare the nmaxi nrum nodel ed
i npacts to what are called the significant inpact
| evel s. These are threshol ds defined by EPA to,
basically, determine if the inpact froma facility is
significant and woul d cause or could potentially cause
an exceedance of a National Ambient Alr Quality
st andar d.

And as you'll notice in Table 6 on L-123, for
all of the pollutants nodel ed, so CO PMLO, and PM. 5,
we are below the significant inpact |evels.

For NO 2 on the annual basis, we were bel ow the
significant inpact |level. However, for the one-hour
NO 2 standard, we were above the significant inpact
| evel .

Bei ng above the significant inpact |evel
requires us to now go through what we call a cunul ative
anal ysis or a NAAQS denonstration. That is where we
| ook at not just the project nodel ed concentrations, but
we al so bring in background and potentially nearby

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
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sources that nmay not be already included in the
backgr ound.

For the NO 2 one-hour standard, the nonitors
are typically in urban areas. So there are a | ot down
in the Tucson area and the Phoenix netro area.

There are no nearby nonitors to Marigold. So
for the initial analysis we used the nonitor called the
33rd nonitor which is |located in downtown Phoenix. W
selected that nonitor, as it is the highest background
concentration in the state of Arizona, to be
ultraconservative. W then only nodel ed our em ssions
or our inpacts and added that to the background
concentrations and then conpared that to the Nati onal
Ambient Air Quality standard.

So in Table 11, we sunmarize this analysis.

Qur nodel ed concentration was 12. 35 m crograns per cubic
nmeter. The background fromthe 33rd nonitor was 109.
That suns up to be 121.39 mcrograns per cubic neter,
which is less than the National Ambient Air Quality

St andard of 188.

We started this, and | believe as M. Derstine
nmenti oned yesterday, we did have a conversation with
Pi nal County on Septenber 21st to discuss the nodeling
protocol review, which they have requested a revision --
slight revision to our analysis. They requested that we

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
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include a facility that is permtted but not yet built
that is |ocated three-and-a-half kiloneters or so to the
nort hwest of our facility. It is an Electric D strict
No. 3 proposed facility that consists of, | believe,
five Wartsil a4 18 negawatt RI CE engines or interna
conbusti on engines. So we had our consultant rerun the
nodel and included that facility, plus four or five
other facilities that were included in their nodeling.
The anal ysis or the end result did not change. W did
see a slight uptick of our nodel ed concentration. It
went from12.35 up to a little over 14.

Al so during that revision to our analysis,
Pi nal County agreed that we could use the sane

background nonitor that ED3 used, which was the Buckeye

monitor, which is a little nore representative. It's
still kind of in an urban area but it's in the
outskirts.

So the background concentration fromthe
Buckeye nonitor is only 60 m crograns per cubic neter.
So we ended up -- our total concentration, including the
near by sources, ended up about 75 to 78 m crograns per
cubic nmeter. Again, well under the National Anbient Air
Qual ity standard of 188.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: And that was all for the
NO 2 pollutant; correct?
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A BY MR HARBIN. That was all for, yeah, the

one- hour NO 2.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Menber Hil | .

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you, M. Chair.

| don't know that |'ve seen a map exactly of,
i ke, what, for lack of a better term l|ike, airshed is
what or where the cutoff is for nodeling.

But the Horseshoe project m ght also have
em ssions. Did you include that one in your case?

A BY MR HARBIN: | am not aware of the Horseshoe

project. For the one-hour NO 2, we --

MEMBER HILL: Did | nane it wong?

MEMBER LI TTLE: That's right.

M5. G LBERT: Are you thinking of Giffin or --
Ms. Justus, there were a couple in your |and use
section.

CHAI RMVAN STAFFORD: W can't hear you.

M5. G LBERT: Oh, man. | was asking Ms. Justus
to review the other projects nearby and see if we can
j 0g your menory.

A BY M5. JUSTUS: There is a proposed project
cal |l ed Horseshoe that, to ny understanding, is currently
in the entitlenent process with Pinal County. It's not
as far along as this process, so its entitlenents are
not yet done and has not filed for a CEC yet.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
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MEMBER HI LL: But they will have air em ssions
and wi Il have to consider your air enissions when they
do their nodeling; right?

A BY MR HARBIN: Correct.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. | wasn't sure how all of
t hese stack up, because it feels |ike, for the public,
that they're all comng at the sane tine; right? And
wasn't sure how they all stacked up, so okay.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And those two -- your
proj ect and the Horseshoe project are in addition to the
ED3 project that doesn't have a nane?

A BY MR HARBIN. The ED3 project, | believe it's
just called the ED3 facility. |It's |ocated right next
to their headquarters just to the northeast, | believe.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Okay. Thank you.

A BY MR HARBIN: To Menber Hill's comrent or
qguestion, yeah, so howit works in the nodeling and
permtting world i s whoever goes first, you know,
everyone after that wll have to take account of their
em ssions and so on.

MEMBER HI LL: GCkay. And then there's the
proj ect that we | ooked at a coupl e weeks ago, Sunri dge.
Is that in the same airshed?

A BY MR HARBIN:. | believe Sunridge is out by
Pi cacho Peak; is that correct?
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MEMBER HI LL: That's correct.

A BY MR HARBIN: So that would be outside of our
nodel i ng domai n.

MEMBER HI LL: GCkay. And then APS is | ooking
simlarly at sonme additions out that way but probably a
different airshed as well. Ckay. Al right. | just
wanted to run trap on all the projects.

A BY MR HARBIN: So as | nentioned, we will be
resubm tting the air nodeling report to Pinal County in
the near future. That will have these updated nunbers.
Agai n, the nunbers presented here denonstrate that we
are in conpliance, and our revised nunbers al so
denonstrate that we are in conpliance with the Nati onal
Ambient Air Quality standards.

And then we're noving on to our concl usion

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Quick followup on that.

So the air analysis, how nmuch did that assune
the plant's run?

A BY MR HARBIN. So for our analysis, we assune
wor st - case scenari o, and we assune 8, 760 hours of
operation. And in the case of the one-hour NO 2 we
assuned one startup per hour of every, you know, 8, 760
startups per turbine per year. And the renaining
time -- so it's about 22 mnutes for a startup. The
remaining tinme of that clock hour woul d be nornal
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operations at full load. So we assune our wor st
operating case possible.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Ckay.

MEMBER HI LL: Just to clarify, your capacity
factor is 15 to 40 percent, but you did the air quality
nodel i ng as --

A BY MR HARBIN. 100 percent.

MEMBER HI LL: 100 percent.

A BY MR HARBIN: Correct.

MEMBER HI LL: GCkay. So you'll get a permt to
run it at 100 percent if you need to.

A BY MR HARBIN. No. Qur permt will belimted
to 40 percent, but we do the nodeling at 100 percent.
And then if it doesn't pass, then we could start putting
in sonme operational restrictions into our permt to
attain or to denonstrate conpliance.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. | was wondering if you had
air dispersion maps. W spent a little bit of tinme on
that in the last case. | understand the prevailing
W nds, but then realizing that depending on the type of
pollutant, the altitude, it doesn't always act exactly
| i ke people think, and so the nodel had sone di spersion
maps.

| was just kind of wondering if you had those
as well and we could | ook at those.
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A BY MR HARBIN: | do not have those in either
slide deck or in the nodeling report itself, but | can
reach out to our consultant to see if they can pull --
if that is something that they have avail abl e.

MEMBER HI LL: GCkay. | think I'mnostly
interested in precursors for ozone because that's the
thing that | probably get nost concerned about, at |east
under st andi ng the consequences of that living in
Mari copa County. And so | think -- | don't need to know
it for everything, but I am curious about NOx and things
that are kind of precursors for ozone.

The other thing | wanted to ask is how -- so
t he background | evel -- background concentration that
you used, understanding that there's not a | ot of
noni tori ng nearby, given what we know about the current
| and uses out there, how confident do you feel, |ike,

t he background concentration that you used in an urban
envi ronment and then the | and uses in a rural

envi ronnent, how confident are you feeling, like, the
nunber you used was the right background | evel ?

A BY MR HARBIN:. So in the case of our initial,
the 109, and even in the use of the Buckeye nonitor at
60, we expect that to be significantly higher than what
is actually at the area. NO 2 is really a -- the source
of NO 2 is really conbustion, so traffic and things of
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that nature, and that's what is really driving those
nunbers up in that area. And out here, we don't have as
much traffic and little industry as well.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. Thank you. | just wanted
to check in on that.

A BY MR HARBIN:. Thank you.

Al right. Mving on, just to wap it up kind
of in a nice bow, as we nentioned before, the conbustion
turbines will be equipped with state-of-the-art em ssion
control technol ogi es, the SCR and oxidation catal yst.

We will also conduct continuous em ssion
monitoring for NOx and carbon nonoxi de and then
paranmetric nonitoring for volatile organi c conpounds,
PMLO, PM2.5. Those will all be requirenents in our
permt at sone regular frequency.

The final Cass | air permt will also contain
enforceable emssion limts both on a short-term and
| ong-term basis. And, again, our nodeling results
showed that for the nost part, for all but one-hour
NO 2, the nodeling denonstrated that we were bel ow t he
significant inpact |evels and when we did the cumnul ative
anal ysis that the one-hour NO 2 was bel ow t he Nati onal
Ambient Air Quality standards.

And then, lastly, there is going to be another
opportunity for public participation during the C ass |
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air permt public comment period and public hearing.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: |'m curious about how t he
public is notified of their opportunity to comment for
this kind of thing.

A BY MR HARBIN. So that is handled in two ways.
Pinal County has a |ist of people that have signed up
for a distribution list to be notified, and there wll
al so be newspaper publications.

MEMBER LI TTLE: We very often get the public
comng in during our coments saying, "W didn't know
about any of this stuff,” and that's a real concern for
me. So that's why | ask. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: | have a quick foll ow up
question. Explain to ne again why the plant will be
limted to a 40 percent capacity factor if you nodel ed
it operating 24/7 and still conmplying with all the
criteria pollutants? Wat's the limting factor for
t hat ?

A BY MR HARBIN:. Thank you, Chairman Stafford,
for that question.

The limting factor for that actually cones

froma federal regul ation under 40 CFR subpart TTTTa, or
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you m ght have heard it's called the carbon pollution
standards, where it sets em ssion thresholds for carbon
di oxi de on a pounds per nmegawatt hour gross basis. And
it categorizes units into three different categories,
either a low load, which is O to 20 percent capacity
factor, internediate | oad between 20 and 40 percent
capacity factor, or base | oad above 40 percent capacity
factor.

Si npl e-cycl e conbusti on turbines cannot neet
the base | oad standard, so it will be restricted to
either operate in either | ow or internediate | oad.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Okay. Thank you.

Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you, M. Chair.

What does the public participation |ook |ike
for an air permt? Is it witten comments? |Is there a
public neeting? What does that | ook |ike?

A BY MR HARBIN:. There is going to be both.
Thank you, Ms. Hill, for the question.

There will be both the 30-day public conment
period will have either submt witten either through
e-mail or through an online portal to Pinal County Air
Quality Control District. And then on the public
hearing, which will be 30 days after the initial notice,
they can submt again witten coments at that tine or

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

528



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 267 & 268 VOL. lll 09/23/2026

provi de oral comments.

MEMBER HI LL: And the county, do they notify
residents within a certain area of a new point source
di schar ge sonmehow?

A BY MR HARBIN: | do not know the answer off
the top of ny head. | do not believe so. Again, they
have a distribution list that if you have signed up for
that you would get notified, and then just the newspaper
notices as well.

MEMBER HI LL: WII you be posting on your
website any information on the ability to participate in
t hat ?

A BY MR HARBIN: | believe we could do that.
That woul d be sonething we can throw onto the project
websi te.

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah. The other thing that I
think that would be hel pful, because | think it's a
burden for the public to check your website every single
day to see when, is that you could actually put
instructions on -- if you want to get notified on our
permt, this is where you can add your nane to that |ist
and the county will send you notification. So that
m ght be a good add.

A BY MR HARBIN:. Ckay. | think that is
sonet hing that we can discuss internally. It doesn't
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sound like it would be --
MEMBER HI LL: Too cunbersone.
A BY MR HARBIN:. Yeah.

MEMBER HI LL: Just sone instructions on how to
get notice on a permit. Oherwise, | feel like it's a
burden to ask people to log in every day and find out
then. All right. Thanks.

VMEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chair man.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you.

Sir, thank you for your presentation. It was
extrenmely interesting. But for ne, | like to put it in
sinple ternms so that | can understand it.

If | can see it, if I can snell it, and |I can
hear it, it causes ne problens to have a plant there.
We're not going to hide the stacks, | nmean, those are
bi g pi eces of pipe. But our noise finding says it's not
going to be heard too nuch.

Let's talk about air quality. AmI| going to
snmel | anything when we fire up these gas turbines that
is going to be different than what | would snell during
a normal day?

A BY MR- HARBIN: Thank you, Menber Constock, for
t he questi on.
There should be no snells emanating fromthe
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facility. W wll have an odor conplaint |og where, if
we do receive a conplaint fromthe public, we wll have
to investigate that and report back to Pinal County on
t hat .
VMEMBER COMSTOCK: And who woul d you file that
odor conplaint with? How would that be done?
A BY MR HARBIN:. The public would reach out to
ei ther Pinal County or SRP, and we would -- that woul d
initiate the investigation.
MEMBER COVSTOCK: Thank you. Al right.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Are we noving on to water
now?
MR. DERSTINE: | think that's it. Yeah.
Q (BY MR DERSTINE) M. Harbin, that concl udes
your testinony.
| did want to nmake sure -- we tal ked about your
letter, which was SRP Exhibit 19, but that sinply
summarizes the information that you' ve presented here to
the commttee yesterday and today?
A BY MR HARBIN: Yes, that is correct. |It's
just a summary of what was di scussed.
Q Okay. And the netrics that you presented in
your letter, | think based on your testinony, in your
vi ew do not change based on the nodeling adjustnent that
Pi nal County asked that you include the ED3 facility?
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BY MR HARBIN. That is correct, yes. No
difference to the nodeling results.

MR. DERSTINE: Al right. Thank you.

Yes, | think at this point in time Ms. Gl bert
to take you through our air quality testinony
Mor a.

Did | say air quality? Water quality.

M5. G LBERT: You did say air.

MR DERSTINE: | neant water. Sorry.

(BY M. G LBERT) H . Good norning. M. Mora,
pl ease introduce yourself to the conmttee.

BY M. MORA: Yes. |I'mtrying to get ny slide

up. Okay. W're mssing the slide. Sorry about that.

chance?

No. Do you guys have the background slide by
Thank you.

Good norning. M nane is Elizabeth Mora. [|'m

a hydrogeol ogi st and groundwat er nodel er.

pr oj ect

| amcurrently serving the role as a senior

manager at Spheros Environnental, a consulting

firmin Phoenix. | educationally have a bachelor's

degree in geology fromASU and a master's in hydrol ogy

fromU of A | am an Arizona native and have done al

nmy education and career within Arizona.

|"ve spent the last 20 plus years in

consulting. | started out during ny naster's program at
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the United States Geol ogical Survey in Tucson as a
student hydrol ogi st working wth the USGS, and there
went to consul ting.

My main roles have been served in the areas of
groundwater flow nodeling, and | also do a fair anount
of work with managed aquifer recharge projects
t hroughout Arizona, recharge and recovery, assured water
supply purposes. | spent years on drill rigs, drilling
wel I's, rehabbing wells, doing everything out in the
field, testing, analyzing that data, and then
i npl enmenting that data back into the groundwater fl ow
nodel s.

So | have a lot of different arns within the
hydr ogeol ogy community and within ny career.

Q Thank you, Ms. Mora.

Coul d you describe your role in the Marigold
proj ect.

A BY M. MORA: Yes, thank you.

My role was to conduct a groundwat er
avai lability assessnent in support of the water demand
for the thermal plant.

Q So before we get into the details of that
anal ysis you did and your testinony, could you start out
by describing the groundwat er managenent plan. Wat is
the Pinal AVA? Just give us sone foundation here.
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A BY M. MORA: Yes. So sone background on
groundwater and how it's managed in Arizona.

In 1980, Arizona passed the Arizona G oundwat er
Code, which was the begi nning of managi ng our
groundwat er resources in Arizona. As a part of that
effort, active managenent areas were devel oped. There
are originating active managenent areas. Pinal AMA is
one of those. O course, the Pinal AMA is in between
t he Phoeni x and the Tucson AMAs. [It's about 4, 000
square m | es.

And also as a part of the 1980 Arizona
G oundwat er Code and the devel opnent of the AMAs is
devel opi ng di fferent nmanagenent goals. The Arizona
Departnent of WAater Resources is the body that
adm ni sters the code and t he nanagenent plans and goal s
through the AMAs. And we are currently in the fifth
managenent plan for the AMAs. It potentially is the
final managenent plan, but that is what we are serving
under neat h.

So within the Pinal AMA, the goal for Pinal is
to preserve existing agricultural comunities or
economes in the AVA for as long as feasible, consistent
with the necessity to preserve future water supplies for
nonirrigation uses.

Q So we haven't quite gotten into |ong-term
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storage credits yet, but | guess ny next question is how
do long-term storage credits play into that managenent
pl an goal? And that mght require you to just give a
definition of long-termstorage credits too.

A BY M5. MORA: Thank you.

So the proposed water supply for the Marigold
project is to recover long-termstorage credits. It is
not to punp groundwater.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Menber Little, you have a
guesti on.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairman.

| m sunderstood your question of nme, and | do
not have a question. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. Pl ease proceed.

A BY M5. MORA: Ckay. Thank you.

So the proposed Marigold Energy Center, and
specifically the thermal plant, is located within the
Mari copa-Stanfield Irrigation and Drai nage District,
MSIDD. And within MSIDD, there are |ong-term storage
credits that have been accrued through tine, so those
are legally separated fromwhat is groundwater

The water use for the plant, the average annual
expected water use is 80 acre-feet per year. However,
the peak water use demand is estinmated at 206 acre-feet
per year. So in |ooking at these uses and denmand for
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the project, consistent wth the nmanagenent goal for the
Pinal AMA, the availability of water is the |ong-term
storage credits.

And then | ooking at the inpacts on the
groundwat er users and consistent with the AMA managenent
plan -- 1"l talk nore about that in subsequent slides,
but that is addressed by recovering those long-term
storage credits within the area of inpact within the
MSI DD ar ea.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: How do you get -- how do
you accrue the long-termstorage credits? You put water
in the ground sonewhere?

A BY M. MORA: Yeah. So ny next few slides wll
explain this.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. Geat. |'m junping
ahead here.

A BY M5. MORA: Yeah, no problem

First of all, where the credit is stored, |l
go with the slide on the left.

So throughout Arizona, there are nore than -- |
think there are 99 underground storage facilities and
somewhere in the 20 or so groundwater savings
facilities. So those are the two different types of
water storage facilities that ADWR permts and
regul at es.
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So an underground storage facility, that is an
area where -- and sorry. The map is just showing all of
those USF and GSFs wit hin Phoeni x, Pinal, and the Tucson
AMAs just to give you an extent of where those are
| ocated and their approximate size as a plan view map.

So within USFs, water is stored in the ground
by addi ng water to the ground in spreadi ng basins.
Actual ly, | have another slide on that, so I'll go into
those details in a mnute.

So water is added to the ground as recharge.

So recharge to aquifers can occur naturally, and they
can occur artificially. So the artificial conmponent
cones into play wwth the USF and GSFs where water is
added to the ground and into the aquifers.

So Arizona has been using storing water in the
ground since the early '90s as a water managenent tool.
So saving water in the ground for a later time, for use
in alater tine.

When we had access to the Col orado River water
t hrough the CAP canal, Arizona wanted to bank that
water. It's kind of like putting noney into the bank to
save for a later date to buy a house. So you' re kind of
saving that for a later use. And that's simlar to what
Ari zona has been doing since the early '90s in storing
water in the aquifers across Arizona.
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And then you can al so recover that water. So
that recovery occurs in the form of groundwater punping.
So those water -- the credits are then recovered and
punped out of the ground via groundwater wells.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: So to get the credit, you
have to take surface water and put it into the
gr oundwat er .

A BY M. MORA: So -- yes. Let ne go to the next
slide.

So for the USFs, which are either constructed
or managed facilities, those are typically waters added
to the aquifer via spreading basins, ASR wells, which is
aqui fer storage and recovery. So that's a groundwater
well that both injects and punps at the sane | ocation.

Vadose zone wells, so those are injection wells
that are addi ng water above the water table. The vadose
zone is the distance beneath the ground above the
saturated zone. So that's the unsaturated zone of the
ground. And you can inject water in that unsaturated
zone, and then that water, via gravity, finds its way
down to the water table.

You can al so add water in streanbeds. Those
can be constructed facilities or managed facilities.

The difference is a constructed facility you woul d need
to contain the water, build berns, and have a deli neated
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area to define your USF. Wereas, a nmanaged facility is
you just discharge water to the existing streanbed, you
don't have any construction conponents, and you add
water to the ground.

In terns of accruing credits for these
different types of storage facilities, specifically the
streanbed, if you have a managed facility there's a
50 percent cut to the aquifer, neaning 50 percent of the
wat er you add to the ground you're gifting to the
aqui fer and the other 50 percent you accrue |long-term
storage credits. There's only a 5 percent cut to the
aqui fer on the other conponents where you're having | ess
| osses, basically, along the facility, so you woul d get
95 percent of the water.

However, there's also the GSFs. So that's what
we' re discussing today is the groundwater savings
facilities.

So the way that credits are accrued within
groundwat er savings facilities is in-lieu punping. So
groundwat er savings facilities are irrigation service
areas or can be an accunul ation of irrigation
grandf at hered rights, |GFRs.

And so these irrigation district service areas,
or I GFR accunul ation areas, would use CAP water in |lieu
of punping. So they're using surface water to water
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their crops and to apply to the lands for farm ng

pur poses instead of punping. So they do not punp. And
in return, they are accruing long-termstorage credits
for the water that was not punped and the groundwater

t hat was saved.

The water that was not punped and was saved now
takes on the | egal character of the water that was
delivered to the farm So it's technically CAP water
even though it was just water that is not punped. So
that's how ADANR s regul ations are witten

Q (BY M. G LBERT) And, Ms. Mora, before we kind
of keep going, so you just described that |ong-term
storage credits are legally not considered groundwater.

A BY Ms. MORA: Correct.

Q And it was a little bit -- a few slides ago,
your nodeling was based on 206 acre-feet per year, which
I's the maxi mum or peak water use for Marigold thermal
plant; is that right?

A BY M5. MORA: That is correct. And | do have
slides on the groundwater nodeling and the assunptions
that we used.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai r man.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So are you going to describe
for us which of these types of storage SRP used to
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acquire their long-term storage credits.

A BY M. MORA: Yes. | can answer that question
now, Ms. Menber.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay.

A BY M5. MORA: So the credits were accrued at
the MSIDD GSF, which is a permtted GSF with ADWR, as
in-lieu punping. And so the farns received CAP water
delivered to the agricultural areas in |lieu of punping.
And so the long-term storage credits proposed for the
Marigold thermal plant are | ong-term storage credits
accrued at the MsI DD GSF.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And then they were sold to SRP.

A BY Ms. MORA: | don't know exactly how t hat
happened. You can buy and sell |ong-term storage
credits.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Because SRP is not a farmng
or gani zati on.

A BY M5. MORA: Well, there are different --
there are cities in the Phoeni x area that have | ong-term
storage credits rights and a long-term storage credit
account within GSFs all throughout Pinal. So there's
many different storers that can hold credit accounts
wi thin the GSFs.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So it's not just necessarily
water that -- surface water that is used to farm It
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could be surface water rights that a city has or an
organi zati on has that they would not use that water?
' m confused about how they get the credit if they're
not --

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Far mi ng.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yeah. What rights they have to
punp that they would not be using and they woul d be
usi ng surface water instead.

A BY M5. MORA: So the credit is accrued at the
tinme the surface water was used at the crops in |lieu of
punping. So they did have to use the surface water.

MEMBER LI TTLE: [|I'msorry. | didn't nean to
I nterrupt you.

A BY M5. MORA: Sorry.

MEMBER LI TTLE: If it's a city, they're not
farm ng.

Q (BY M. G LBERT) Ms. Mora, | think this m ght
be a little bit nore of the history of how SRP accrued
| ong-term storage credits. And | believe with your
i nvol venent, you cane in and SRP provi ded sone
i nformation to you.

Did you have an opportunity to | ook at kind of
our bank account, so to speak? Because are these
| ong-term storage credits in SRP's nane? Could you
maybe describe a little bit of the informati on you had
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in reaching this analysis.
A BY M5. MORA: Yeah.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Li ke how SRP cane to
possess these |long-termstorage credits that it's going
to use instead of groundwater for this facility
specifically. | think that's what we're trying to get
to, Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: That's correct. And if you
don't have that information, perhaps sonebody el se can
provide it.

A BY M5. MORA: Yes. Thank you for the question.
| do not know how the credits were obtained.
do know that it's comon practice for nonirrigator
farnmers to have long-term storage credit accounts.
They' re wi despr ead.

There are over 13 mllion acre-feet of water
stored in the aquifers across Arizona as credits. So
there are a multitude of different owners of those
credits.

M5. G LBERT: And if it's okay, M. Chairnmn,
for me to answer Menber Little's question about the
background and history. | can give kind of a high
level. 1'mnot as in the weeds as sone of our experts.
SRP' s got people who are deep in water, pun intended.

But the stored credits here were water that SRP
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had priority CAP water that was then intentionally
stored in MBIDD s territory several years ago. And so
borrowi ng Ms. Modra's anal ogy, this was sort of SRP
acquired the rights for that surface water and through
sone accounting process has indicated that they are for
this area and, therefore, can be recovered as a

| ong-term storage credit and no | onger groundwater.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So to sinplify it for nmy sinple
brai n, perhaps, SRP provided their surface water to the
farmers who then stored in lieu of -- they used SRP
water. | see. GCkay. | think -- I'mnot expressing
nmyself very well, but | think I get it.

M5. G LBERT: | mght not be expressing nyself
very well. And | also feel like | need, like, the third
grade reader's version of storage credits and
groundwat er, because it gets pretty conplicated.

But SRP, essentially, purchased CAP water and
t hrough sone accounting nechanismthen sent it to NMSIDD.
And our storage facility that Ms. Mdra is tal king about
I's the bank of where this is and where we woul d recover
it. Again, I'mnot the expert, but that's ny
under standi ng of sort of the | egal nechani sm behind the
storage credits.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: And they sent it -- was it
Mar i copa- Stanfi el d?
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MS. G LBERT: Irrigation and Drainage District.

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: Gkay. So | think I'm
getting this. | think Menber Little is getting it too.

So then SRP sold CAP water to the district.

M5. G LBERT: W physically sent the water to
the district.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: \What ?

M5. G LBERT: W sent -- yes. W got the water
and we sent it to the district.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Right. | assune that when
you buy water, you take delivery of it in sonme fashion.

So you provided -- sold the water to the
district, who then used that for crops for its custoners
because it doesn't grow it itself. It provides water to
the farmers in the area.

And so they used the CAP water instead of the
groundwat er and generated these credits which then SRP
acquired. |'massum ng that when they sold the water,
they did it in anticipation of getting the credits as
sone -- as the paynent or as part of the paynent for
that water. Now they have the credits, so they can punp
the stored water instead of the groundwater for this
proj ect.

M5. G LBERT: And that goes back to Ms. Mora's
testinony that the farnmers were using the surface water
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i nstead of the groundwater, and that is the nmechani sm by
which we created those storage credits.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Okay. | think we've got
it. |Is that meking sense now, Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, it does. Thank you.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.

Yes, Menber Const ock.

VMEMBER COMSTOCK: | believe Ms. Mercer beat ne
to it.

CHAI RMVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. Menber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER: Since we're tal king about
water, | have witten sone questions. And usually I

wait until your presentation is done, but since we're
tal king about all this, I wuld like to hear it in
| ayman terms.

For the benefit of the public and for the
public record, could you explain what groundwater and
wat er use baseline informati on SRP has devel oped for the
Mari gold project and how SRP i ntends to distinguish
i npacts attributable to Marigold frominpacts resulting
fromother existing or reasonably foreseeabl e water uses
or projects?

| understand all this storage, but can you
explain for the public benefit, what does all this nean?

A BY Ms. MORA: Yes. Thank you for the question.
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| will be addressing and answering that
guestion throughout all of ny slides. |If it's okay if
we can wait until | get to those slides to answer the

question. There are several steps that we took and
groundwat er fl ow nodeling | ooking at future inpacts,

exi sting groundwater conditions in the area, and a | ot
of different factors that play into the analysis that we
conducted. | can summarize that at the end, if you
don't m nd.

MEMBER MERCER: Ckay. And those analysis wll
be avail able for the public so they can understand their
concerns?

A BY M. MORA: Yes. Thank you.

| think that the report that we generated is a
part of the application packet, and | believe that's
public information.

Q (BY M5s. G LBERT) It's in Exhibit B-1is the
report that Ms. Mora prepared, and it was the -- sone of
the graphics in that exhibit were also --

Ms. Justus, were they also boards at -- a board
at the open house?

A BY M5. JUSTUS: Yes. At the third open house,
we did have -- and through all open houses, we had SRP
water staff available to talk to the public, but sone of
t he groundwat er anal ysis specific to what Ms. Mira is
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di scussi ng was avai l abl e.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: So when you say it's in
Exhibit B-1 to --

M5. G LBERT: To the thermal plant application,
which is SRP Exhibit 2.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chai rman.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: Menber Mercer, are you done
aski ng questions?

MEMBER MERCER: Yes. | just wanted to nmake
sure that everything is docunented and easy for the
public to address their concerns -- or not address their
concerns, to check about their concerns.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Okay. Thank you.

Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Ever since the final ruling on the Col orado
Ri ver water was publicized, alnost every city in the
Vall ey, including in the state, has said they' re going
to ask to their bank for water so they can continue to
serve. They've been in the news about that.

Can you tell me, will this project, along with
everybody el se who's going to go to the bank, is going
to cause a major depletion of groundwater in the state
of Arizona to avoid shortages from what we're not
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getting on the Col orado through the CAP now, and what
t he consequences are of that for the storage facilities
that are already there.

A BY M5. MORA: Yes. Thank you for the question.

It is true that we are -- Arizona as a whole is
| ooki ng at reduci ng our supplies fromthe Col orado River
and that we do have this 13 mllion acre-feet of water
stored in the ground t hroughout the state.

And it is any accountholder -- long-term
storage accountholder's right to recover that water as
|l ong as they are within conpliance of ADWR and neeting
t he managenent goal for the area where they're
w t hdrawi ng the water.

However, | do believe that Arizona has been in
a situation in the past where we were reliant heavily on
groundwat er and found augnentati on processes and
projects to bring water in from other sources such as
the CAP canal and Col orado River and that offset our
groundwat er punpi ng and played i nto our managenent pl an
and goals. So | have faith in Arizona that our |eaders
will work together to find future processes and water
supplies to bring in to offset our demand of the
gr oundwat er .

Al t hough we do have, as shown on the left
slide, L-130, there are all these storage facilities in
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pl ace, and we are doing a | ot of water reuse and water
recycling and treating effluent and adding it back into
the ground, and it's a | oop of water going back into the
ground and bei ng punped out. So there are a | ot of

di fferent ways in which we can offset those changes in
groundwat er | evels and demands t hrough tine.

| don't know what's exactly going to happen in

the future. | don't think anybody really does. But as
mentioned, | personally have faith that Arizona wll
find -- we're working on solutions to find future water
suppl i es.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: How | ong can we punp
groundwater in the state of Arizona to -- | guess what
does long-term nmean? How | ong can we punp that
groundwater and still have an adequate supply?

A BY M5. MORA: That is highly dependent on where
you' re |l ocated and the aquifer conditions and the
aqui fer types. And | do have future slides that wll
show you historical groundwater conditions and
groundwater |evels through time within our study area
for this project, and it will show that some of the
groundwater |evels at sone wells that are regularly
nonitored by ADWR have rising water levels in sone areas
and declining in others.

So it's not just an overall decline or overall
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increase. There is kind of a m xed bag of groundwater
| evel conditions.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you. | wanted to get
that out there.

And maybe to hel p ne understand, all the
aquifers are not connected. So if they're punping in
Phoeni x, it doesn't necessarily nmean that the water in
Pinal County is going to go down; right? |Is that a fair
assunption? O is it all one big aquifer under the
st at e?

A BY M5s. MORA: No. Generally, | nean, there are
di vides for groundwater conditions and i nperneabl e areas
such as nountains or bedrock highs that does not all ow
water to flow fromone area to the other, so they would
be hydrol ogi cally di sconnect ed.

The Arizona Departnment of Water Resources has
devel oped several groundwater flow nodels of the
different aquifer areas and they generally coincide wth
the AMA areas. And | will talk in detail about that in
my future slides.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Perfect. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Menber Font es.

You're on nute, Menber Fontes. W can't hear
you.

MEMBER FONTES: Thank you, M. Chairnman. |
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appreci ate that.

| appreciate the overview. Faith and hope is
not a mtigation plan, however, so |I'm|ooking for a
little bit nore detail on the conceptual design in terns
of how this particular plan is factoring in technol ogy,
design, layout, to plan for a |l ow water event.

| think we've got ESD requirenents. W've got
potabl e water requirenents for Staff, and then the
cooling technology. So a little bit nore precision on
the actual site that corresponds to the layout for the
wat er issue woul d be appreciated. Thank you.

Q (BY MS. G LBERT) M. Mora, | think naybe
before we go to part two of your testinony, it m ght be
nice to just give kind of a big picture summary, if you
don't m nd.

So could you maybe just clarify is this project
usi ng groundwater and kind of big picture purpose and
outcone of the analysis that you' ve reached.

A BY M. MORA: (Okay. Thank you.

Yes. So in terns of the groundwater demand for
the Marigold thermal plant, as nentioned, the average
annual demand is about 80 acre-feet per year.

Q And | mght -- I'"msorry to cut you off.

s it groundwater demand? Are we using
groundwater for the Marigold thermal plant project?
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A BY Ms. MORA: No. The proposed supply is to
recover the long-termstorage credits to neet the demand
for the project.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: | guess |let ne have a
fol |l ow-up questi on.

So how nmany gal l ons of |ong-term storage
credits are available for use for this project? | nean,
because if they have -- | think you' re saying
80-sonmet hing acre-feet a year typically, nmaxi num of 206;
right? 206 acre-feet.

So how many acre-feet of storage credits are
avai l able for this plant before you have to actually
start using groundwater, | guess. How nmany years of
storage credits are avail abl e?

Q (BY MS. G LBERT) Ms. Mora, if |I can --

M. Chairman, if | can rephrase a little bit.

Ms. Mora, is it -- in your understandi ng, based
on the informati on SRP provi ded, do we have adequate
storage credits, water in the bank, for the life of the
t hermal pl ant project?

A BY M5. MORA: Yes. So it is ny understanding
that the life of the plant will be approximately 30 to
40 years. And the total account bal ance, | believe, is
16, 000 acre-feet. However, there's always options to
purchase nore long-term storage credits. And just going
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to groundwater is definitely not the plan, to address
your direct question. |If groundwater was going to be
used for any proposed facility, that is a separate
nmeeti ng the managenent goal path that we woul d be

| ooki ng at.

And so there's plenty of water in the current
account that SRP has to neet the demand for Mari gol d.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Now, these credits aren't
specific to any aquifer, are they?

A BY M5. MORA: The credits are held -- and |
wanted to point this out on the map.

So right here where this blue area is where it
says "Casa Grande," this is the MSIDD GSF, this area.
So the credits are held anywhere within that GSF. So
it's defined by ADAR as the area of inpact. So the area
of inpact for a GSF is the service area boundary.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Okay. Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

So just a true or false statenent. The water
that will be used wll be surface water delivery from
VSI DD.

A BY M5. MORA: Thank you for that question.

Yes. The legal character of the water is CAP
surface water, correct.

MEMBER FANT: Okay. Thank you.
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CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: That w Il be delivered

through a well on the property; correct?
A BY M5. MORA: It will be recovered via a

groundwater well, yes.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Ckay.

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chairnan, just a
clarification.

What |'mtrying to get at is what is the
requi rement per year and for the life of the project in
acre-feet for water?

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Did you understand that
guestion? | couldn't hear what he said.

MEMBER FONTES: What is the requirenment in per
acre-feet per year and for the life of the project.

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: Well, they said a nmaxinmum
of 206 acre-feet per year, and then expected use of
81 acre-feet per year. So nmultiply either of those
nunbers tinmes 30 years.

A BY M. MORA: Yeah, thank you.

The average annual demand is 80 acre-feet per
year. And if you nmultiply that by 40, that's 3, 200.
SRP has 16,000 acre-feet in their account.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Ckay.

MEMBER FONTES: And then to go to Menber Fant's
guestion, does that supply source have the capability to
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provi de that?

A BY M. MORA: Yes. The water supply will be
recovering those stored credits, and there's plenty of
water in the current account to neet the demand for the
life of the facility.

We use the 206 acre-feet per year as -- that is
the potential peak demand at one given tinme. That
woul dn't be averaged out over the whole year. But we
deci ded to use that higher peak demand in our
groundwat er anal ysis and our nodeling as a conservative
| ook at the maxi num that could ever happen; however,
that is not anticipated to be ever needed.

Q (BY MS. GILBERT) Ms. Mra, | think --

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: One second.

s that the end of your questions, Menber
Fontes? Because if not, then Menber Meeker has.

MEMBER FONTES: |'mjust trying to get at do we
have a line of sight on the supply, not the credits.

| s that source of water able to supply what is
required on a per acre-feet per year.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Okay. | think I follow
what you're trying to get to.

Ckay. We know they have the credits. The
credits exist. But does the actual water nolecules in
the ground that's going to be punped out, do they exist?
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Is that what you're trying to get to?

MEMBER FONTES: Yes, sir. And what |'mtrying
to understand is, for the public, who is providing that
and where is it contractually comng fron? Because |
think that's where the public really is focused, not on
the credits. So I'mjust trying to capture that for the
record.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. Menber Meeker.

MEMBER MEEKER: Thank you, M. Chair.

Ms. Mora, | just -- in the application, you al
reference the water storage permt, and then | noticed
that you don't plan on actually recovering water unti
2032. And | appreciate that you nodel ed starting in
2026.

But has SRP applied for or already received a
recovery well permt for this project?

A BY M5. MORA: Yes. Thank you for the question.

It is ny understandi ng that they have -- SRP
has not applied for a recovery well permt. There is an
existing well on the parcel. That well is currently in
the GASI program and, however, it's quite old. It was
installed in 1957.

So |l don't knowif SRP's plan is to use that
well or to replace the well.

MEMBER MEEKER: Okay. Thank you.
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M5. G LBERT: M. Chairmn.
CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: Anything further, Menber

Meeker ?
MEMBER MEEKER: No, M. Chair. Thank you.
CHAI RMVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. Menber Fontes.
MEMBER FONTES: So on the ESD requirenents for
firefighting, is that source of water fromthis well, or

is it going to be fromthe CAP contractual resource?
A BY M5. MORA: | don't know the answer to that.

M5. G LBERT: It seems unlikely that the
firefighting, if there were an incident and water would
be needed for an energency, that it would cone fromthat
well. | think it would be a different source.

MEMBER FONTES: | think for the record we kind
of need to chase that down for the public. Wat I'm
trying to do is assuage any kind of concerns that water
will be taken away from ot her residential, commercial,

I ndustrial infrastructure.

Not so nmuch on the credit side. | appreciate
your background and your depth of know edge on that, but
fromthe source contractually that you're going to
supply. Because those are the three things, the
cooling, the energency services requirenent for water,
and then the potable water.

I f you can just outline what the plan is. |
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know you're in conceptual design. You may not have
that. | think that's useful for the public in this
proceedi ng. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Do you want that in terns
of how that water will be allocated for the 80 acres for
normal operations and then as a maxi num of 206 acre-feet
per year? Like, what percentage of it is going to be
for cooling, what percentage would be for use, what
percentage they think is going to be for fire
protection, all those different -- kind of break it out
by howit's used? |Is that what you' re | ooking for?

MEMBER FONTES: Yes, sir.

And by way of introduction, | ama devel oper in
my regular life, and '"mdoing this in ERCOI. And these
are the sane as the questions we get for natural gas
power plants in other jurisdictions.

And |'mjust trying to assuage the public of
| essons learned in other jurisdictions, because this is
an ongoi ng issue for natural gas plants.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Thank you.

s that something that you'll have to work on
and conme back wi th?

M5. G LBERT: | believe the firefighting or
I ncident response is a topic that we were already
pl anning to cone back with, and so the Panel One
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W tnesses are working on the details of that to share.
It wouldn't be Ms. Mora whose testinony is very much
focused on the operational use of water for the thernal
units al one.

So, yes, Menber Fontes and conmttee, we wl|
come back in the afternoon with an answer.

MEMBER FONTES: | appreciate that. Because the
ESD water requirenments, the refill rates, how that's
going to be sited out, maps into hazardous waste.

We are giving you a CEC on a thermal, so I kind
of want to just flesh that out a little bit nore so we
have that on the record.

And, again, | know you're in conceptual design,
but you have other plants that you can | ook at and how
you' ve done that. And are you going to drill a well?
|f so, when?

Q (BY M. G LBERT) So, Ms. Mora, | kind of hate
to junp out of order on your slides. | know you have a
presentation and it's good and it's very clean, but I
think sonme of the questions that Menber Fontes is
rai sing are about the physical availability of the
wat er .

And so |'m hopi ng naybe you can ruin the
conclusion for themand if we could have the techs junp
to your conclusion slide, and then we can cone back to
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R- 130.

And so just want to -- could you speak to that
second point about -- you've given a good foundation
here of what is a storage credit and the legal right SRP
has to this water.

Coul d you tal k just briefly about physical
availability, and then we'll go back to your usua
or der.

A BY M5. MORA: Yes, thank you.

Yes. To neet physical availability
requi renents, we did evaluate the future inpacts using
the ADWR Pi nal AMA groundwater flow nodel. W put
toget her a 100-year predictive nodel to sinulate future
I npacts just as a conservative neasure to | ook out
100 years starting in 2026 to | ook at what those inpacts
woul d be.

And the nodeling result does show that the
water is physically available within the ground at the
site to neet the demand of the project.

Q And just to clarify, it's physically avail able
to neet the demand of the project, and, on top of that,
your nodeling | ooked at well beyond the expected demand
of the project; is that right?

A BY M. MORA: Yeah. W set up the 100-year
predi ctive nodel scenario as a conservative neasure to
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| ook at nore than double the Iife of the plant.

Also, if we were proposing to use groundwat er
which we're not, then we would need to nodel 100 years
in order to neet the managenent goal. So we went ahead
and took that step even though that is not required for
recovering stored credits. Meeting the nmanagenent goal
in terns of recovering the stored credits is recovering
wthin the area of inpact, which is the MSIDD GSF
boundary, which is their service area.

Q And 1"l nmake you flip back to where we were.
Thank you.

So | think we can turn to the | ocation and
setting of the Marigold thermal plant project. So can
you nmaybe just set the scene for your analysis, what
area did you study?

A BY M5. MORA: Yes. Thank you.

So this map on the right -- if | can find ny
pointer -- shows where the thermal plant is |ocated for
Marigold. And we did look at a 5-mle radius, so
10-m |l es dianeter study area within -- surrounding the
site. This map here shows the --

CHAI RMVAN STAFFORD: The map on R-317?

A BY M5. MORA: The map on R-31 -- thank you --
shows the light blue areas. That is the area where the
groundwater flow nodel is active. So that indicates and
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del i neat es where the aquifer exists.

The brown areas outside of the light blue are
bedr ock areas, nountai nous areas where the aquifer does
not exist or it's not productive.

Al so shown on the nap are the green areas. So
the green area is the MSIDD GSF and the NMSI DD service
area whi ch defines the area of inpact for recovering the
stored credits.

The aquifers within the Pinal AVA are all uvi al
in nature, neaning there are sands, gravels, clays,
silts. They're unconsolidated and sem -consol i dated
alluvial fill material. 1I1t's not fractured hard rock.
This is typical basin and range, the | ower one-third
part of Arizona aquifers that we see within this area of
the state.

And so this is a very deep part of the basin.
It's greater than 3,000 feet, the alluviumand the
aqui fer.

Q And | see the yellow dash on R 131 is kind of
show ng the study area. What was the mle radius for
t hat ?

A BY M5. MORA: Yes. The study area that we
chose is a 5-nmle study area radius fromthe site. So
that is delineated by the dashed yellow line, the circle
around the site.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 267 & 268 VOL. lll 09/23/2026

So typical study area boundaries nay be a
couple mles, but we wanted to really | ook out and see
nore general inpacts. | nean, this is a | arge regional
groundwater flow nodel, so we didn't want to just | ook
at a small postage stanp of an area, so to speak, but
really regionally what's going on and what are the
inpacts are within a 5-mle radius fromthe site.

Q And so you have expanded what woul d be your
normal or standard study area. Was that also kind of in
addition to the reasons you just gave based on sone
early engagenent and feedback SRP received fromthe
conmuni ty?

A BY M. MORA: Yes. |In the early stages of
devel opi ng the water availability nmeno, we did get
feedback from SRP that public involvenent. You know, we
wanted to look a little bit further out, and so then we
chose the 5-mile. And then like |I said, this is
definitely a larger study area boundary than we
typically would | ook at.

Q So now that you've given us sort of the bigger
picture study area, | think it's hel pful we can zoomin
to the thermal plant parcel.

So tell us a little bit about the parcel. And
here on L-132, what is the existing water use? Wat is
goi ng on there?
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A BY M5. MORA: Yes. So on slide L-132 shows a
zooned in view of the parcel, which is the black hatched
area, and then where the thermal plant will be |ocated
wi thin that parcel delineated by the red box. So the
red box area of the thermal plant site is approximtely
60 acres within the 170-acre parcel.

There is one existing groundwater well on site.

It has ADWR Regi stration No. 55-619754. That well is in

t he sout heast corner of the parcel. This groundwater
well, existing well was installed in 1957 and was used
for historical agricultural purposes. It is also in the

ADWR Groundwat er Site Inventory database and program
OGNSl , where ADWR goes out and regularly nmeasures water
levels in this well and other surrounding wells in the
ar ea.

This well has a history of punping from 1984 to
2010, and punped -- over a 25-year period and punped
about, approximately, 5,845 acre-feet within that
25-year period. |If you average out the total punping
over the 25 years, the average annual punping rate is
234 acre-feet per year. So that's groundwater punping
that occurred at the parcel historically.

There is one year where the reported punping
peaked at 481 acre-feet, but this well has not punped
si nce 2011.
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So the proposed punping -- or the proposed
demand for the Marigold thermal plant of the peak
demand, which is overestimating, which is 206 acre-feet
per year, is |less than the average annual and | ess than
hal f the peak year that this well punped.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Menber Fontes, you have a
guesti on.

MEMBER FONTES: | want to go back to the ESD
requi rement. \What is the NFPA standard for this size of
plant? And you can | ook at conparison plants for
on-site water storage for firefighting for a thernal
pl ant, natural gas. And how does that backtrack into
your retention ponds or your storage and your punpi ng
rate if you' re going to use the well as a prinmary
source?

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: | believe you'll have to
circle back on that one, won't you, w th Panel One?

M5. G LBERT: Yes. Panel One is preparing

answers to questions regardi ng energency response, and

the intention here would not be to use that well. But
they' Il be back up this afternoon with nore details.

MEMBER FONTES: Excellent. | really appreciate
that. | just want to capture that for the record,

Ms. G lbert, because that's what the public is going to
focus on is those three things. Appreciate it.
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CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Thank you.

Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chairman.

M. Fontes, | mght nmention the first thing you
do in any industrial developnent is go to the fire
departnent and clear NFPA codes. So |I'mgoing to guess
that whatever their water requirenents are, the West
Pinal -- I"'mnot sure. |1'Il assunme it's West Pinal Fire
District reviewed their proposal and approved it. So
that's -- | can say that nuch.

MEMBER FONTES: Yes, sir. | just want to check
it in ternms of the punping, the storage, the |ayout,
since it's a thermal plant.

MEMBER FANT: The one thing | would nention,
too, if the fire district has water tenders, that water
can be counted too.

Q (BY M5. G LBERT) So you gave us a little bit
of the history of the existing water use on the parcel.
How woul d -- let's see.

My next question for you is how would you
characterize sort of the groundwater conditions? |Is
that your content per R-132?

A BY M5. MORA: Yes. Thank you.

So on slide R 132 shows the existing conditions
of the aquifer both in the alluvial units and in the
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nmeasur ed groundwater |evels through tine.

Wthin the Pinal AVA, there are three main
aqui fer units. There are the upper alluvial unit, the
mddle silt and clay unit, and the | ower congl onerate
unit. Those different aquifer units are hydrologically
connected. And | have the statistics here on the
di fferent values of hydraulic conductivity which
neasures the effective ability of water to nove through
t hose nedi as throughout the different units and the
specific yield or storage coefficient of the different
units, so just relative to each other

The ADWR Pi nal AMA groundwat er flow nodel does
i ncorporate all three of these units, and they are al
sinmul ated in the nodel.

The upper unit in certain parts of Pinal can be
confined -- or sorry -- the |lower unit can be confined
fromthe upper unit in certain areas of the Pinal AVA
where the mddle silt and clay unit is abundantly nore
fine-grained or thicker, and so there isn't a |ot of
conmuni cati on between the upper and the | ower. However,
those conditions are not |laterally connected throughout
the entire AMA. There's localized areas.

And this is a comon depositional environnent
that you see in the different alluvial valleys. You see
nore coarse grain sands and gravels and then maybe sone
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thinner grained units and then coarse grain units. And
so it's not honbgeneous throughout the entire aquifer,
so the conditions vary.

Generally, the direction of groundwater flow
across the site is to the southwest. However, that can
change dependi ng on different punping volunes and the
way that punping wells are operated through different
years.

So we also | ooked at -- | nentioned earlier the
ADWR GWEI dat abase which is a programthat ADWR
adm ni sters that regularly nmeasures water |evel in
existing wells throughout all of Arizona. ADWR
characterizes sone of those wells as index wells, and
those are specific wells that they nore frequently
nmeasure in order to gather data on water |evel
condi tions throughout the state.

The map on slide R 132 shows different index
wel Il s as di anonds and the 10-year groundwater | evel
change within those wells. The blue di anonds show wat er
| evel s have risen over that 10-year period, and the red
di anonds show that water |evels have declined through
the 10-year period, and it shows the rate in feet per
year.

For exanple, the well at the site, the index
well at the parcel for Marigold, has declined over the
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past 10 years at a rate of 3.3 feet per year. However,
there are two wells to the west that have increased at a
rate of .9 or 1.5 feet per year.

And there's also another well to the northeast
that has increased over that 10-year tinme frame, the
| ast 10 years, at a rate of 21.8 feet per year, and
another well that's declined at .3 feet per year.

So as nentioned earlier, not all wells in this
area show declining water |evels through the | ast
decade. There are sone wells that show i ncreasi ng water
| evel s and sonme decreasing water |evels.

If you take an average wthin the circled area
across the plant area, which is about a little over
3 mles, the range is 21.8 feet of rising water |evels,
to negative 3.3 lowering water |evels through the | ast
decade.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  All right. Some follow up
guestions on this slide.

Looking at the three bullets under the first
bull et, you have -- you describe the upper unit in terns
of feet thick, and then hydraulic conductivity, and then
specific yield.

So the 298 feet thick, does that nean that
that's the depth of where you start getting water under
t hat upper unit?
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A BY M5. MORA: Yes, thank you.

Yes, the upper alluvial unit is
approximately -- at the site is approximately 298 feet
thick. That's within the ADWR nodel. So that's from
ground surface down. So it's alnpbst 300 feet thick.

And then imedi ately beneath that is the mddle
silt and clay unit, which is about 345 feet thick. And
then below that is the | ower conglonerate unit.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And then you had the
hydraul i c conductivity, 60 feet per day. So does that
mean -- |'massunming water flows down. So does that
nmean if you put water in the upper unit at 60 feet per
day, it can drop down to the mddle silt and clay unit?
What does that nean?

A BY M5. MORA: Pretty nuch. | nean, you could
|l ook at it consistent with, like, an infiltration rate.
Hydraulic conductivity is not exactly infiltration rate,
but when it's saturated, a saturated hydraulic
conductivity can be close to infiltration. So | ooking
at, yeah, if you apply water at the surface, it may
| ower at that rate.

So the upper alluvial unit is nore productive
than the mddle unit. The mddle unit consists of nore
fine grain silts and clays, and so the water -- the
novenment of the water would sl ow down once it hits that
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mddle unit. It would still go through it, but it would
sl ow down and then it would go to the bottom | ower unit.

Also, | just want to note that the thicknesses
on here for the | ower conglonerate unit is truncated, so
that the total aquifer thickness is 3,000 feet. And
that's a neasure that ADWR i nplenents in their
groundwater flow nodels for the alluvial basins because
really, effectively, below 3,000 feet may not be
productive. W don't know what's down there. |t may be
t oo expensive to punp water fromthat depth, and so
that's where they cut off the bottom of the nodels.

But we do have geophysical gravity survey data
fromthe Arizona CGeol ogi cal Survey and ADWR t hat shows
that this basin is nmuch thicker than 3,000 feet.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: You just can't drill that
deeply. It's not cost effective to drill that deep.

A BY M5. MORA: Exactly.

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: Okay. And then the
specific yield, what does that nean?

A BY M. MORA: So specific yield also it's kind
of how easily the nmedia will kind of give up the water.
So you nmay have -- it's kind of |ike |ooking at the
retention of the water nolecules attaching to the
different sedinents. And so that really affects kind of
t he drawdown extent that you're punping may travel
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| ateral ly.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: \What do the different
nunbers nean? You've got a .15 and a .04, so which
one -- what do those nunbers nmean in terns of --

A BY M5s. MORA: So, generally, if you have a
hi gher hydraulic conductivity or specific yield, that is
i ndicative of a nore productive unit.

So if you -- and the specific yield value is a
percentage. So .15 is 15 percent in the upper unit. So
water is just nore easily flow ng through that unit than
it would in the 4 percent units.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Okay.

Q (BY Ms. G LBERT) Thank you, Ms. Mora, for
characterizing the area, the aquifer.

|s there anything else on these slides you
woul d i ke to touch on before we nove forward?

A BY M5s. MORA: No. Thank you.
Q So your next section is about the nodeling.

So how did you use the information you' ve | ust
descri bed, the thermal plant parcel, the existing
condi tions, how was that used to support the nodel you
built?

A BY M5. MORA: Yes. So, as nentioned, the ADWR
Pinal AMA nodel is -- this is a graphic on slide L-133
show ng those three different nodel |ayers. They're
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consistent with the three aquifer units that are
characterized within the Pinal AMA. And this is a
graphic that | took from ADWR s website to show a
cross-sectional view of what the ground would | ook |ike
interns of the different nodel |ayers and aquifer units
I n Pinal.

We adopted the ADWR Pinal AMA groundwater flow
nodel which was | ast calibrated and updated in 2015.
That nodel has reported data in the nodel through 2014,
and so we extended and updated the nodel with ADWR s
reported punping per well in the nodel and brought the
punpi ng package in the nodel up through 2025. So we
have actual reported volunes per well in our nodel-runs
that we put together for this project.

And then we built a 100-year predictive nodel.
In that 100-year predictive nodel we assuned that all of
the 2025 punping rates per well stayed the same and
extended and repeated that punping into the 100-year
predi ctive period.

We did not change any geonetry of the nodel,
properties of the layers, the hydraulic conductivity, or
st orage val ues, boundary conditions, solver settings.

W | eft everything exactly as it is in the ADWR nodel
except for the punping.
Q So just to clarify, the inputs to the nodeling
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that you did were all pulled frominformation avail abl e
and created by ADWR, is that right?

A BY M5. MORA: That's correct, yes. Wthin an
active nanagenent area, every nonexenpt well is required
to report their annual punping to ADWR, and they keep
careful records that is publicly avail able for uses such
as this as to inplenment and update nodel s.

Q And so using the information you gathered from
ADWR, what scenarios did you build for your anal ysis?

A BY M5. MORA: So on slide R-133, it shows a
pl an view of the active nodel domain for the Pinal AMA
groundwater flow nodel. You can see the grid cel
spacing here is half-mle by half-mle and the extent of
t he groundwat er fl ow boundary.

We adopted the nodel, updated the nodel, and
then built two scenarios. Scenario one is the base
nodel. So that's assuming that conditions continue into
t he 100-year predictive period, but there is no denand
or punping to neet the thermal plant project. As
nmentioned, we left the 2025 reported punping rates held
const ant.

We also -- there are several USFs, those
under ground storage facilities, as | showed before,
there's several of themlocated within this nodel
domain, and so we turned the recharge to those
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facilities off in the predictive period, assum ng that
none of that recharge is comng into the aquifer.

So that's a |l ayer of conservatismthat we built
into the nodel. 1It's also consistent with the way you
woul d nodel for assured water supply purposes. You
woul dn't want to assune that that artificial recharge is
going to occur, and you can't rely on that water to show
your inpacts or your punping wthin the nodel.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And the recharge, you're
tal ki ng about putting surface water back into the
ground; correct?

A BY M. MORA: Yes, or treated effluent or any
ot her water types that are added to underground storage
facilities.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: So you woul d assune t hose
don't exist for your purposes for this nodel, then.

A BY M5s. MORA: Correct, yes, for the 100-year
predi ctive period. O course, we have themthrough 2025
in the nodel because those conditions already occurred
and we have those reported USF vol unmes per facility from
ADWR t hat we submt a public records request from ADWR
to get those recharge volunes per facility and add them
into the nodel in the historical period.

So the second nodel scenario is the thernmal
pl ant nodel. So that is taking the base nodel and then
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addi ng the punping for the thermal plant. And we did
simul ate 206 acre-feet per year in our nodel scenario
t wo.

Q (BY M. G LBERT) Ms. Moira, | did want to just
touch on again the assunptions that you outline in base
nodel one on R-133. Could you repeat? Wat's the
conservati ve approaches you' ve taken in the nodel ?

| think I took down two or three about the
100-year, turning off artificial recharge. |If you could
summari ze the conservative approach and the
justification for that.

A BY M. MORA: Yes. So the assunptions built
into the 100-year predictive nodel for the base nodel
and the thernmal plant nodel is assum ng that reported
2025 punping rates are held constant into the 100 years,
and then al so | ooked at 100 years into the future, which
is nore than double the life of the plant, and just
| ooking further out into the future to have a
conservative approach at what may occur in the future.

And then also turning off any artificial
recharge in the nodel, that was added in the historical
period and for facilities that exist today, assum ng
that they will not be recharging in the future.

Q Thank you, Ms. Mora. Let's turn to the next
section.
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And so you did this nodeling. Can you tell us,
what are the results that you found?

A BY M5. MORA: Yes. Thank you.

So | ooking at the 100-year sinulated drawdown,
so drawdown is defined as a difference in water |evel at
t he beginning of the 100 years to the end of the 100
years. So it's what is the water |evel at the parcel
or at any areas that we wanted to |look at, right at the
end of 2025, which is the end of our historical period,
and then what is that water |evel at the sanme | ocation
at the end of 100 years and taking the difference.

So | ooking at that drawdown, just | ooking out
as a closer snapshot in just five years' tinme, the
drawdown due to punping at the project, kind of
subtracting the sinulated water | evel between the two
scenarios, is .04 feet per year as a five-year average.
And | ooki ng at 100 years, the average over the 100 years
Is .025 feet per year for punping.

There is drawdown occurring in the base node
at the site in the 5-year mark. That's a |little over
31 feet. And at the 100-year mark, that's 285 feet, a
little over 285 feet. However, taking the difference
bet ween the base nodel and the thermal plant nodel at
the site is just 2.5 feet over the entire 100-year
peri od.
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CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: And the current depth to
water is approxi mately?

A BY M5. MORA: Currently, the depth to water at
the index well at the parcel is about 550 feet, | think.
So the simul ated depth to water at the end of 100 years
at the site is 816 feet below | and surface, but that
doesn't necessarily exactly correspond with the
di fference because the nodel may not nmatch exact
measured conditions at the site. There's a little bit
of a residual between sinulated water |evels and
measured water levels at site, and that varies
t hr oughout the nodel.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. So just so I'mclear
what the nodel predicts, not even | ooking at what the
plant is doing, you' re |ooking at the water table is
going to drop 285-and-a-half feet over the next
100 years at the current rate of depletion w thout any
additional recharge. |Is that what the nodel tells us?

A BY Ms. MORA: That is, yes, that is what the
nodel is showing. And that is also |ayering in renoving
those other recharge -- the artificial recharge
conponents and having a conservative estinmate on how
much water is comng into the aquifer but yet all the
water is still being punped out.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Right. And then no
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recharge. That's all stopped under the nodel.
A BY M5. MORA: Just the artificial recharge.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. So that's like --
okay. Rain still happens. That's figured into the
nodel ?

A BY M5. MORA:  Yes.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: The artificial recharge is

the effluent, the surface water that's --
A BY M5. MORA: Thank you.

Yes, the artificial recharge is the recharge
that occurs at existing USFs. There are other
conponents of recharge in the nodel. There is canal
seepage. There's nountain-front recharge. There's
streamrecharge. So there's other natural sources of
recharge that occur that are in the nodel -- in ADWR s
nodel, so we just kept those constant for going into the
future period.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Okay. Al right. Ww

We' ve been going for 90 mnutes. |'msure the
court reporter needs a break. | think we'll probably
have nore questi ons when we cone back, but let's take a
10-m nut e recess.

(A recess was taken from10:32 a.m to

10: 50 a. m)

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
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record.

All right. So we were |ooking at nodeling
results. And without the plant, based on current
punping, no artificial recharge, |ooking at the water
tabl e droppi ng 285-and-a-half feet over the next 100
years. That's what the nodel says; right?

A BY M5. MORA: Yes, correct. That's what the
base nobdel shows w thout punping from Mari gol d.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Okay. Wsat woul d that | ook

like in terms of subsidence?

A BY M5. MORA: So in order to address
subsidence -- | nmean, ADWR reqgul arly measures subsi dence
and so does the Arizona Ceol ogi cal Survey. They are
| ooking at differences in |and el evation and conpaction
related. It's nostly related to and due to groundwater
punpi ng.

You do see areas in the naps that ADWR produces
that show areas where there's greater distances of
subsi dence versus other areas that don't have as nuch,
and those do generally correspond to groundwater wells
that are punpi ng at higher rates.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. Just wow.

Q (BY M5. G LBERT) Ms. Mora, you just kind of
descri bed the nodel ed condition. And then with the
plant, is that on this slide? Wat is the added
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simul ated drawdown if you account for the thermal plant?

A BY Ms. MORA: Yeah. So |ooking at the end of
the 100-year period future period, with and w thout the
plant, the difference is 2.5 feet of additional
drawdown. That is consistent with the 206 acre-feet per
year of proposed punping at the parcel.

However, if we do | ook out at the study area,
which is a 5-mle radius fromthe site, in 2025 there
was approxi mately 100, 000 acre-feet of punping in 2025
for the area, and that's reported punping that happened
| ast year. So conparing that 100,000 to the 206 that's
proposed for the facility, it's significantly |ess than
overall the punping that's occurring in the area.

Q And so | guess nmaybe anot her kind of concl usion
or punchline is that this 2.5 feet, is this -- the
thermal plant would be contributing to in the sinulated
drawdown, is that a cause for concern? \Wat do you take
on that?

A BY M. MORA: No. It's a very small anmount of
i ncrenental drawdown due to the demand. |[If you average
that 2.5 feet out over the 100 years, it's only
.025 feet. That may not even be nmeasurable within the
error of measurenment. So it's a very negligible
drawdown i nmpact across the area.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: It | ooks |ike the marginal
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inpact is less than a tenth of 1 percent.

A BY M5. MORA: Yes, that's correct.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: \Which is -- | don't know.
| think the termnegligible cones to m nd.

M5. G LBERT: | believe that's the termon
Ms. Mora's conclusion slide as well.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Okay.

Q (BY MS. GLBERT) So let's |ook at kind of your
next kind of result.

A BY M5. MORA: So the next slide is R-135. And
I''mnow, seeing this on the screen, recognizing that
it's alittle hard to see the contour I|ines.

But these two maps that are on the slide are
show ng the 5-year mark and the 100-year mark for that
drawdown di fference between the two scenarios, the base
and the thermal plant scenari os.

Looki ng at what does that -- so if it's
2.5 feet at the site, what does that | ook |ike as you
nove out to the 5-mle study area boundary.

And so at the 5-year mark, it's about .2, maybe
alittle bit nore than .2 on certain parts of the I|ine,
of increnmental drawdown.

And then at the 40-year mark, which | don't
have a map here to show that, but that's the expected
life of the plant. It's an average of about half a foot
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in 40 years.

And then at the end of 100 years, it's
approxi mately one foot on the north and the east, and
it's alittle bit nore than one foot on the south, but
it just depends on where you are on that 5-mle radius.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

For the record, for all of these studies, the
power supply studies, the air quality studies, the water
studies, we rely on sinulations, nodels.

And for the record, I'"mjust wondering if based
on your experience you can tell us whether the nodels
generally have tended to be pretty accurate over the
years.

A BY M5. MORA: Thank you for the question.

So this nodel was devel oped and has gone
through a fewiterations with ADWR. And the | atest
iteration, which was conpleted in 2015, underwent a
| arge calibration effort. And this nodel sinulates
conditions back to predevel opnment in 1923, so that's the
start of this groundwater flow nodel. And so it starts
in 1923 and sinmulates all the way through 2025 with al
of the publicly available reported ADWR data for punping
and recharge comng into the nodel.

And then the hydraulic paraneters, the
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hydraul i c conductivity and the storage val ues we tal ked
about, those are estinmated based on conceptualization of
t he groundwater system but then they're optin zed
during the calibration process to match water |evel
trends through tinme at those index wells that we | ooked
at .

And so ADWR goes through a very rigorous
process in calibrating these nodels and adjusting the
hydraul i c paraneters so that they can match the actua
nmeasured data while inplenenting the reported punping
and the reported artificial recharge and stream gauge
data and precipitation and everything, the entire water
cycle comng into this groundwater flow nodel. And so
this nodel is calibrated from ADWR and does a pretty
good job matching water |evel data.

Here you can see on this map that the site is
| ocat ed kind of nore toward the basin center and not
al ong the edges. A little bit nore difficult or you may
see nodel calibrations not | ook as good toward the
edges. But typically in the nodel where there's a | ot
of data, there's nore wells and wells have been drilled
where the aquifer exists and the water is |ocated, you
tend to have a better match to neasured data and a
better calibration.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.
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Q (BY MSs. G LBERT) Chairman Stafford asked a
guesti on about subsidence. | did want to note that your
Exhibit B-1 in the thermal application, SRP Exhibit 2,

i ncl udes a section on subsidence. |s there anything
you' d like to add?

A BY M. MORA: Yes. So the thermal plant is
| ocated in an area of a known subsidence feature. |It's
t he Maricopa-Stanfield sub-basin subsidence feature.

And ADWR has been neasuring using geophysical gravity, a
network of gravity neasurenent data, |ooking at the
differences in |land surface and have several naps

t hrough tinme | ooking at how that has changed and

evol ved.

And the plant is located within that subsidence
feature in an area where it's the |ow to noderate range.
We do have that figure in the report that shows a
16-year period, 2010 through 2026, and the subsidence in
this area is approximately in the range of 1 to 10
centinmeters in that 16-year peri od.

So it is not located in an area, according to
ADWR s maps, where the subsidence is at the |arger
ranges.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Thank you.

Q (BY MS. GLBERT) And | would just maybe |ike
to reenphasi ze, the previous slide, R-134, where you had
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t he sinul ated drawdown concl usi ons, those nunbers -- if
you want to flip back to it.

The base nodel nunbers, | think, to the
| ayperson mght seema little bit extrene, but could you
reiterate the picture that this is giving based on the
conservative nodel i ng approach SRP used here?

A BY M5. MORA:  Yes.

So as nentioned, the base nodel sinulates the
reported 2025 punping rates per well and carries those
rates forward into the 100-year predictive period.

And so | ooking at the total punping in 2025
across that 5-mle study area, as nentioned, is about
100, 000 acre-feet per year. So our 206 is definitely
not noving the needle in terns of what's causing the
drawdown in the area, which is reflected upon that
. 025 feet per year average over the predictive future
peri od.

Q (BY MS. GLBERT) And is it fair to say that
hol di ng constant the existing uses, renoving artificial
recharge, al so probably increases the nunbers we're
| ooki ng at today?

A BY M5. MORA: Yeah, it's assum ng no | and use
changes and water use changes are occurring across the
| ands. You know, there's sone conditions and | and use
changes are occurring across Pinal and Phoeni x and
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Tucson where agricultural |ands may get urbani zed or

| and use changes occur and the associ ated water demand
for the new use of that |and may be significantly |ess.
And so overall there could be a reduction in the demand

on groundwat er .

Q | think we mght be ready to turn to your
conclusions. |'Il let you take us through each of these
poi nts.

A BY M5. MORA: Thank you.

So in conclusion, the water availability
assessnment shows that the water is |legally avail able.
The supply for the Marigold thermal plant is stored,
| ong-term storage credits across the MSI DD GSF. That
was CAP water that was delivered to the agricultural
areas in lieu of punping. So the credits occurred for
t he punping that did not happen across those years.

The water is also physically available. That's
denonstrated by inplenenting a 100-year predictive
groundwat er nodel scenario using ADWR s established
Pi nal AMA groundwater flow nodel. And results of that
nodel show that the effects to the aquifer in the
surrounding area is negligible, approximately 0.02 feet
of additional drawdown -- or sorry -- 0.2 feet of
drawdown at the 5-year mark, and 2.5 feet at the
100-year mark
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And that also | ooking at the historical data
and data available from ADWR in their databases show
that the conditions in the area not under undue stress.
There are sone rising water levels at sone index wells
and sonme water |evels that have declining throughout
| ast decade.

And that overall the demand for the Marigold
thermal plant, the increnental effect is negligible and
shows that even the water use across this parcel in the
hi storical period, the proposed use for Marigold at the
peak rate is |l ess than the average water use across the
site.

Q Ms. Mora, does that conclude your direct
testi nony?
A BY M5. MORA: Yes, it does. Thank you.

MS. G LBERT: Thank you.

That m ght conclude all of our direct.

MR. DERSTINE: Well, | think we have sone
followup fromlargely nenbers of Panel One on sone of
t hese questions that canme up, | guess nost recently on
-- | think Menber Fontes had a question on water use for
energency or fire and that sort of thing.

So I think we have sone answers on that, and I
think we had coll ected sone responses to prior questions
that canme up over the day yesterday. So we can bring

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 267 & 268 VOL. lll 09/23/2026 590

t hat panel back, unless there's -- Ms. Justus wll be a
part of that. But in terns of excusing Ms. Mdra and
M. Harbin and then bringing the other panel back to do
sone of those cleanup questions, | think would be the
next piece of our testinony and that would likely

concl ude our case.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  All right. In the
meantinme, | think we've covered nost of the exhibits.
You have sonme new ones here. There's the SRP-22, which
is the WoP feasibility study, and SRP-23, which is the
one-1line diagram

SRP-20 was the additional renderings of the
plant. | think we | ooked -- did we specifically | ook at
that or it was included in sonething else that we saw?

MR. DERSTINE: | think it was --

CHAI RMVAN STAFFORD: The presentation, wasn't
it?

MR DERSTINE: -- it was in the presentation
slide, yes.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MR. DERSTINE: The breakout of the two cells
was, | think, the primary change in that.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. And then | think
that's Panel One. So | think Menber Little has sone
guestions on those.
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And then | want to give -- you nentioned your
W tness sunmaries. | don't think they're really
necessary as an exhibit. Do you want to w thdraw t hat
one?

MR. DERSTINE: Yeah. | don't have any need to
necessarily nove that. | think the one exhibit -- |et
me confer with Ms. G| bert one second.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Menber Meeker, before the
wat er wi tnesses | eave, do you have any questions you
want to ask?

MEMBER MEEKER: No, M. Chair. No questions.

But for the record and for the public, 1"l
just note that |ong-term storage account bal ances are
avai | abl e on our ADWR recharge and recovery webpage. So
this is public information as well as the reporting
that's required each year not only fromthese facilities
but al so on water that is recovered. These entities are
required to report that on an annual basis.

And all of that information is, again, publicly
avai l able, so | just want to note that for the record
and for the public.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MR. DERSTINE: Yeah. It occurred to ne that
one potential foll owup question for Wtness Mira was
sinmply that my understanding is that there is a
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reporting requirenment that goes with the use of the
| ong-term storage credits, that those are done -- and |
think that's what Menber Meeker just spoke to.

| know that the conm ttee has | ooked at sone
sort of reporting condition in the past, but | just
wanted to note, | think --

Q (BY MR. DERSTINE) And, Ms. Mora, maybe you can
just confirmny general understanding, but that there is
an obligation to report to ADWNR on the -- | guess it's
the status or the anmpbunt of long-term storage credits
t hat have been used, and maybe there's additional
i nformati on you have to report to ADWR?

A BY M. MORA: Yes, thank you. So every well
that is a nonexenpt well within an active managenent
area is required to report their annual punping vol une
to ADAR  And as a part of that reporting process, you
woul d indicate which right you' re punping that water
under. So in this case, SRP would report the total
vol une and say that they are punping -- recovering that
wat er against their long-term storage credit account.

There are, for exanple, nunicipalities that
have groundwater wells that punp a certain volune and
they can parse out the different volunmes of punping for
that year under different rights. WMaybe they' re punping
under a groundwater right. They're recovering a portion
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of the water under a different water storage permt and
| ong-term storage account.

So all of those details are kept by ADWR, and
t hey keep an annual reporting and account bal ance for
all of the long-term storage credit accounts so that
each entity knows exactly where they stand at the end of
each year and what their account bal ance is.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MR. DERSTINE: And | guess ticking off sone of
our exhibits, maybe when we bring our Panel One back,
assune -- | think you noted, M. Chairnman, that Menber
Littl e probably has sonme questions on the SRP
Exhi bit 22, which is the WBP feasibility study. And
maybe Menber Hill has sonme questions on the SRP
Exhi bit 21, which is the additional, | think, biological
survey transect study that we provided, again, marked as
SRP-21. There was al so SRP-23, the one-line draw ng.

So to the extent that there are further
guestions on those, before |I would maybe nove the
adm ssion of all of our exhibits, we can finish up with
t hose questions with those panel nenbers, and then we're
happy to nove our exhibits and cl ose our case.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: All right. Now the w tness
summaries, did you decide to go ahead and w t hdraw t hat ?

MR DERSTINE: I'll just wthdraw them as an

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 267 & 268 VOL. lll 09/23/2026

exhi bit.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. And then for -- the
only one | don't have referenced is the conmmunication
wi t h Shanr ock

MR. DERSTINE: | believe Ms. Hall ows spoke
briefly to the communi cati on with Shanrock. Shanrock
Dairy is a large operation and enployer. There were
communi cations with themas well as sone recent
foll owup with Shanrock Dairy, and so that's just
docunenting those comuni cations as part of our general
public outreach

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: And that was SRP-13 was the
Shanr ock correspondence.

MR. DERSTINE: That's correct.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: All right. And then SRP-15
and 16, that's the -- 15 is the CEC for the transm ssion
lines, and then SRP-16 is the CEC for the plant.

MR. DERSTINE: That's correct. And | don't
know if we were going to address the termcondition for
the second circuit, pushing that out to a 20-year term
| don't know if we've made that revision yet, but we'l
get that to M. Brewer in a Wrd version.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: Or we can do it when we --

MR DERSTINEE O do it on the fly.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: -- when we're adopting
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conditions. So | don't think we need to redo it just
yet .

MR. DERSTI NE: Ckay.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Beyond that, SRP Exhibits 1
through 3, and 5 through 23 are admtted.

MR. DERSTI NE: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: So are you ready to swap
out the w tnesses now?

MR. DERSTINE: Yes. Can we have a mnute to do
t hat ?

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Let's take a five-mnute
recess and conme back with Panel One, and then wap up
the rest of the nenbers' questions.

Wth that, we stand in recess.

(A recess was taken from11:12 a.m to

11: 20 a. m)

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

We' ve got Panel One back up ready to answer

guestions from nenbers.

Bl LL McCLELLAN, ALEXIS LAURENCE, SARAH JUSTUS,
CHRI STI NA HALLOW5, and CHELSEY FALK,
recall ed as witnesses on behalf of Applicant, having
been duly sworn by the Chairman to speak the truth and
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not hing but the truth, were examned and testified as
fol | ows:

FURTHER DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

Q (BY MR DERSTINE) There were a series of
guestions that we were trying our best to track and get
answers to. | think the panel nenbers have sone of
t hose responses.

| don't know, panel nenbers, do you have a |i st
in front of you or do you need us to kind of pronpt you
with those and -- maybe the place to start while it's
just in ny head, because | don't know anything about it
and | was curious.

Ms. Justus, one of your honmework itens was to
l ook into this VOR  And | don't even know what t hat
stands for, but you were looking into that issue and the
concern raised by one of the area residents who was al so
a pilot, and he had concerns that the solar panels would
be i nmpacting the use of that VOR system Can you speak
to that?

A BY M5. JUSTUS: Yes, | can. Thank you.

We did do sonme research and had the opportunity
to also consult with NextEra who will be responsible for
the solar. It was raised as an issue relative to solar.
And there is a legitimte question about that, and what
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we determned is -- first, I'Il explain what it is.

VOR stands for VHF, or very high frequency
omi di rectional range. And these are a series of
antenna that emt signals that hel p planes navigate. It
is not specific to any one airport, but they are
distributed nore like a grid systemthat emt signals
that aid navigation, and there is one in this area.

| will note there is a small airstrip south of
Stanfield, but, again, it's not at the airport or the
airstrip. It is located -- | can show you on the
pl acemat. \Where you see the nane "Casa G ande" right
near the edge of the placenmat --

Q O if you can use the | aser pointer, possibly,
up on the screen?
A BY M5. JUSTUS: Oh, yes.

So it is along dayton Road, off the map,

actually, off of this map, but it is on the edge of the

pl acemat at C ayton Road and Russell Road. That's where

the Stanfield VOR antenna is located. It's out in the
mddle of a field. It's |like a big, white concrete base
with an antenna on top. It is about 11 neters tall. So

this is one of a large regional grid of these antenna.

These antenna and their use is regulated by the
FAA. So any potential conflicts do have to get -- they
go through a screening and that have to trigger

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 267 & 268 VOL. lll 09/23/2026

eval uati on by the FAA

So any solar or other reflective-type materials
in proximty to the antenna do have to go through first
this screening tool and then, if it neets the criteria,
go t hrough FAA eval uati on.

The screening tool criteriais if thereis a
reflective surface or reflective material within
350 feet of the antenna and if it is at the sane or
greater height as the antenna. It is not a question of
any signal comng out of the solar panel. It is an issue
of reflecting the signal and sort of changing the
direction of the signal.

So solar panels |like NextEra would use that are
10 to 12 feet off of the ground and are traditional PV
panel s are not a concern here. They are not anywhere
near the height. The nearest solar panel for the
project to this antenna is over three mles away. So it
does not neet any of the screening criteria or any of
the triggering factors for an FAA eval uati on.

It does raise other technol ogies, other solar
technol ogi es. For exanple, the solar concentrator
technol ogy where you have a reflective surface that's
very, very tall, definitely that type of technol ogy
woul d be of a greater concern and may have an inpact at
a greater distance because of that interference and
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reflection of the signal.

But a traditional PV solar panel near the
ground, far below the I evel of that antenna, is not
identified as a concern.

And this is sonmething that NextEra does
typically evaluate in the overall devel opnment of their
projects is know ng these | ocati ons.

Q Al right. Thank you

The only other thing | think that -- well,
Menber Little may have questions about the additional
bi ol ogi cal survey report that we've marked.

But while I've got you, | think we touched on
yesterday -- Menber Little -- Menber Hill raised this
drai nage riparian area that appears to be crossing the
site for the thermal plant. You expl ained yesterday in
your testinony kind of how that drainage or that

riparian area cane to be on the nmap.

And t hen ny understanding was, and | just want
you to, | guess, remnd ne and confirmfor the record
that | guess our response on that is that we will confer

with Ganme and Fish and give themthe information on that
and see what they would like us to do regarding, you
know, how to mitigate or how we m ght inpact that
dr ai nage.

A BY M5. JUSTUS: That's correct. The practice
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that has been in other projects that we woul d expect to
exerci se here would be to share this map and the field
phot ography and the results of the field survey with
AZGFD.

And in cases simlar to this with this kind of
| ack of habitat, they have said, well, the original
conput er nodeling may have shown a potential for a
riparian area that is not currently a riparian area,
and, therefore, they haven't made any reconmendati ons
for any sort of buffering or other mtigation.

So that is a step that we would take, and, if
they did find that sonme sort of mtigation was required,
we woul d definitely continue to work with themon that.

Q And we could -- we wll or maybe we have,
include that in our mtigation neasures?

A BY M5. JUSTUS: Yes. W can definitely include
that with the mtigation neasures.

MEMBER HILL: Can | just ask a foll ow up
guestion?

MR. DERSTI NE: Pl ease.

MEMBER HI LL: On slide L-25, that's the only
slide that I can find that overlays the conceptua
desi gn on the aerial photograph or property. Because
it's not in the application.

There it is.
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| wondered if you could produce this map in a
way that there's even a scale on it?

Li ke, if your conceptual design, you know, and
facilities are already 200 feet away, which is a buffer
that m ght be identified by Gane and Fish, |I'm not going
to sweat this one if you can produce the map that just
shows, hey, we're already buffering with our facilities
this way.

| think when | read through the report, it
does -- to Menber Fontes' question, |like, there's no
anal ysis of flowin that channel. Does it get to bank
full wdth? Does it -- you know, |like, what is -- it's
a hazard. It could be a hazard if it is getting to bank
full wdth to be in proximty to that.

And the fact that you're not getting any county
oversight, review, or permtting for facilities, that's
the other thing that I want to ook at. So it would be
hel pful if | could get a map with a scale with the
overlay on the aerial and a sense of what -- | can't
tell if that's 50 feet, 100 feet, 200 feet. And that
m ght just help alleviate, like, all of ny questions,
honestly, just a good nap.

A BY M5. JUSTUS: Thank you, Menber HIl. W can
definitely work on a map with sone scale and sone
di mensions on it.
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Looking at the map on Page 17 of the report
that identifies the Pinal County riparian, it's a fairly
| arge area. But as you're noting, the wash, in
particular, is sort of the central feature here.

MEMBER HILL: It is.

A BY M5. JUSTUS: So there is a significant
spacing fromthe wash. W wll definitely give you an
aerial imge with sone distances and maps. | think
that's a very reasonabl e condition.

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah.

A BY M5. JUSTUS: And | noted the other day,
whil e not subject to the county approvals, it is typical
that we would share the plans for the county to | ook at
and provide any sort of concerns, comments, requests.

So the information will be avail abl e and
revi ewabl e, but we will work on that map for you.

MEMBER HI LL: Great. Thanks.

CHAI RMVAN STAFFORD: Menber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: It would be good if you could
just call up a KMZ file and superinpose the Aut oCAD from
the site layout program | think that would alleve
Menber Hill and give her a great visualization. | have
seen that in other simlar proceedings where they bring
up the AutoCAD in the Google Earth through the KMZ, and
I think that will address and give her a perspective
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because it includes the topography.

Not required, just a suggestion.

A BY M5. JUSTUS: Thank you.

Q (BY MR DERSTINE) M. Justus, was there
anything el se on your list of things? Nothing cones to
m nd but --

A BY M5. JUSTUS: No. Nothing el se.

Ckay. Well, Ms. Laurence, | know you have a
long list.

A BY M5. LAURENCE: Thank you. | do have a few
that 1'd like to address.

Fromthe testinony earlier this norning, we
heard sonme questions about water use at the thermal
plant, so | would like to address a couple of those
questions first.

| believe there was a question about the
breakdown of water use, and cooling is the predom nant
use for the water at about 99 percent. The fire water
and ot her uses at the facility account for the remaining
1 percent.

Q (BY M5. G LBERT) Ms. Laurence, could we
clarify, too, is that 90 percent of 206 acre-feet?

A BY M5. LAURENCE: Yes. It would be 99 percent
of the 206.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: And for cooling you nean
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it's the air inlet cooling?

A BY M5. LAURENCE: That accounts for the
evaporative cooling and then the closed | oop cooling
wat er system as wel | .

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Okay. Menber Fontes, that
was your question.
MEMBER FONTES: And the source for that?

A BY M5. LAURENCE: | believe that per Ms. Mora's
testinony earlier today that that's the long-term
storage credits.

MEMBER FONTES: No. The physical source.
Where are the nolecules comng fronf? Were is the
intake? 1Is that comng from--

A BY M5. LAURENCE: There would be a well at the
facility where water would be punped, and then it woul d
be stored in a water storage tank at the facility.

MEMBER FONTES: It will be one water storage
tank for both NFPA fire standards, as well as for the
cooling, or two? Because it's typically two.

What does the conceptual design show?

A BY M5. LAURENCE: The conceptual design
i ncludes one initial water storage tank where the
water -- the raw water would initially be stored. And
that water tank woul d have segregation within it that
woul d reserve the m ni rum anount of water needed for the
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fire suppression systens to ensure that we have the
wat er needed per the code for any kind of event at the
facility.

And while we're still working on our fire
suppression design, so | don't have that exact anount, |
was able to get an exanple for us. At Coolidge, that
anmopunt is 240,000 gallons, so we m ght expect sonething
in that sort of range.

And, again, that would be stored in the sane
wat er tank together before the water is processed, and
then it would be stored in the tanks that we show on the
pl acemat that include two tanks that are for the RO
wat er and the dem neralized water.

MEMBER FONTES: So is the well and the
reservoir that that's going to pull fromsufficient for
the 40-year period in terns of acre-feet?

A BY M5. LAURENCE: Yes.

MEMBER FONTES: | just wanted to capture that
key point for the public. So it's going to cone from
well water on the site for the 40-year period.

Now, on the NFPA stuff, is the punp rate that
you' re planning for sufficient for the refill for the
NFPA or have you got there in terns of the fire
pr ot ecti on?

A BY M5. LAURENCE: | don't know that we have
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that yet, but we would design it to be sufficient.

MEMBER FONTES: That's all | need. Thank you
very nmuch. | appreciate that for the record. That
conpl etes ny questions, M. Chairmn.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Thank you.

Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

And t hank you, M. Fontes.

| just wanted to suggest keeping your water
tank far enough away fromyour main facility for
ener gency response pur poses.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: |'m hoping that there will be
sone di scussion during our question-and-answer period,

whenever it's appropriate, to discuss a little bit nore

about the negotiations for providing energency services.

We tal ked about this yesterday, and |'m hoping that
we'll have a little bit nore detail on that at sone
poi nt today.
A BY M5. FALK: Yes. 1'll have those answers.
MEMBER MERCER: M. Chai r man.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Mercer.
MEMBER MERCER: So the community has raised
guestions regarding the BESS safety and energency
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response. For the benefit of the public and for the
public record, could SRP explain the maxi num credi bl e
BESS fire or thermal runaway scenario it has eval uat ed,
the potential off-site consequences, and what training
and equi pnment |ocal first responders would have before
the facility becones operational.

A BY MR McCLELLAN: So the battery energy
storage facility will be designed and constructed by
Next Era Energy, so we don't have those materials with us
t oday.

What | can say is that they will follow all the
regulations. They will coordinate with those | ocal
ener gency responders to make sure that those facilities
can be operated safely.

MEMBER MERCER: Thank you. | know that was one
of the public -- when the public shared with us, there
was sone contradicting accounts. Sone said, you know,
this is a great thing. W heard froma firefighter. So
| understand that this firefighter was in support of the
project, but still the majority of the public was
concer ned about, you know, what are you inplenenting to
take care of any unforeseen fire or problemw th this.

A BY MR McCLELLAN: Yeah, we recogni ze those
concerns. And fromwhat |'ve heard, it still sounds
like there's sone work to do in coordinating with those
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| ocal energency responders. That's sonething that we
w |l be |l ooking at and doing as we nove forward with the
proj ect.

MEMBER MERCER: Thank you.

MR, DERSTINE: | think Ms. Falk may be
addr essi ng kind of where we are in figuring out sone of
the confusion over who's the proper fire district or who
has responsibility for -- or would have responsibility
for serving the plant.

But | think the bottomline is whatever fire
di strict, whatever -- whether it's Casa Grande or it's
one of these private fire agencies, that they wl|
receive the sufficient training in not only dealing with

an event at the plant but also at the battery storage

facility.

And that the training that, | guess, will be
related to the battery storage will be directed by
Next Era who is responsible and will own the battery;
correct?

A BY MR McCLELLAN:  Yes.
Q (BY MR DERSTINE) M. Falk, do you want to --
I know we sat over lunch and we said, "Who's the right
fire captain for this thing?"
| mean, it sounds |like there's sonme folks in
town who want to keep their volunteer fire departnent,
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and there's other agencies that nay be able to respond.
And we tal ked about, you know, well, who does ED3 use
for fire?

So tell us what you have found in digging into
t hat issue?

A BY M5. FALK: Sure. | can share that now.
Thank you.

| can confirmthat our proposed facilities are
not covered by the existing volunteer fire departnents.

And as nentioned earlier, we are considering
working with the Pinal County Fire and Medical Authority
because they are planning to expand their jurisdiction
into this area. And we have not heard indication from
the Casa Grande Fire Departnent that they are interested
in expanding their services to the Stanfield area, which
is why we have prelimnary neetings with the Pina
County Fire and Medi cal Authority.

And it is also ny understanding with the
conversations with them PCFMA that they are working
wth ED3 and with Project Bella on their projects as
wel | .

Those were ny initial tal king points.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Yes, because ED3 has a
generation project in the vicinity that they're going to
have to have coverage for as well; right?
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MR, DERSTINE: They have facilities, | think, a
substation or a switchyard within proximty to our
project, and they will also have, | guess, a 69kV bay at
the Marigold Substation.

So, you know, one of the points of contact was
“"Who is ED3 using?" and it sounds like from M. Falk
that they are using the sanme organi zati on who we have
had our early discussions wth.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

That all nakes perfect sense. | would suggest
t hat perhaps you mght at |least be in touch with the
Casa Grande Fire Departnment and find out. You know,
they may tell you they're not interested, you know, or
they may tell you they have no right to serve over here
or whatever. But it mght be reasonable to at | east
have a conversation wth them

A BY MS. FALK: Absolutely.

MEMBER LI TTLE: But what you have sai d makes
sense. Thank you.

A BY M5. FALK: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Is the Stanfield volunteer fire departnent, is
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t here sonebody at the station 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week?
A BY M5. FALK: There is not anyone there
full-tinme at all.
MEMBER COMSTOCK: What is the expected response
time to get fromtheir house to a truck to, say, your

thermal plant? What kind of expectation are we | ooking

at here?

MR, DERSTINE: | think -- sorry, Menber
Conmstock. | think as Ms. Falk noted, that we don't
anticipate that the volunteer fire departnment will be

serving and be the responder for the plant site. That
it wll be either this Pinal County organi zation or
anot her organi zation who will have responsibility.
That the volunteer fire departnent's district
is focused on, | think, the local Stanfield conmmunity.
And | don't know what the exact boundaries are for that,
but that they wll not be the responder for our plant,
and they don't cover our district, and so that's why
we're in the hunt to find the right organization.
MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you. | msheard that,
then. | appreciate the response.
A BY M5. FALK: Thank you.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.
MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair and
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M. Comnst ock.

Yes, if you don't have your fire departnent
l'ined up, your liability insurance provider will | ook at
you with askance when you go to get liability coverage
on the site.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chairman.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hi I l.

MEMBER HILL: |s SRP self-insured?

A BY M5. LAURENCE: Yes.

MEMBER HI LL: So you're not dealing with
i nsurance, per se. You're self-insured. You're not
relying on an insurance policy.

A BY M5. LAURENCE: | think | would have to get
sone nore detail on that, but, generally, |I'm aware that
we're self-insured.

MEMBER HI LL: Okay.

Q (BY MR DERSTINE) Ms. Laurence, | junped from
you over to the fire issue as we were tal king about the
amount of water that we would have on hand for fire
response. | think you have sone ot her questions or
I ssues you were going to address.

A BY M5. LAURENCE: | do. Thank you.

We had a few questions yesterday about sone of
the gas facilities, one question on AC mtigation for
gas pi pelines.
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| was able to verify that we do engage with the
gas conpanies very early on in our design process, and
they al so have invol venent during the final stages of
our construction and comm ssioning toward the end of the
project for final sign-off.

We al so have included conditions, | believe
it's Condition 18 in the thermal plant CEC and
Condition 19 in the transm ssion CECs, both proposed, to
ensure groundi ng and cat hodi c protection studies are
performed and to ensure that adverse inpacts are
mtigated. And we intend to have these conditions in
our CEC and would conply with these conditions as well.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you.

A BY MS. LAURENCE: Another question that we
received related to the gas facilities were about the
renote shutoff capability, and we were able to verify
that we do not have renpte control for that.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: | just want to make sure that
for the record that we put on there, then, the val ves
that will control the flow of gas fromthe tap on the
mainline to the netering station will be manually
operated; is that correct?

A BY M5. LAURENCE: What | nmean is they wouldn't
be renptely controlled by a facility not on site.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: So the alternative to that is
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a manual ly controlled valve that has to be turned off at
the site. |s that the design criteria for that?

A BY MR. McCLELLAN:  Anyt hing upstreamfromthe
nmetering station would be managed by the natural gas
pi pel i ne conpany.

We're tal ki ng about any val ves that we had that
woul d be downstream of the netering station that would
control blending or the flow of gas fromeither
Transwestern or El Paso.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: Yes, sir. Inside the
property line, the Arizona Corporation Conm ssion's
O fice of Pipeline Safety who regul ates that kind of
activity doesn't have jurisdiction over that pipeline,
so that's correct. It's the inlet piping that's going
to go to your netering station is the question around
t hat .

So if SRP -- let ne just make sure |
understand. SRP is not going to operate that | ateral
fromthe tap on EIl Paso or Transwestern to the netering
station; is that correct?

A BY MR McCLELLAN. Yes, that's correct.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you.

Q (BY M5. G LBERT) Ms. Laurence, did you have
any ot her foll owup questions?
A BY M. LAURENCE: | did. | have just a couple
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We received sone questions about energency
responses at the facility, and so | was -- | reviewed
the proposed CEC and was able to find that Condition 24
lists that we woul d prepare an energency response plan
and make it available to the public. W would post that
on our SRP website, and we do intend to include this
condition in our CEC and conply with the conditi on.

And | have an exanple of one at our Santan
generating facility, and so | reviewed that and found
t hat our energency response plan includes energency
contacts at SRP, the facility information |ike the
address so that responders know where to go to, the
actual energency response plan and process, evacuation
pl ans, enpl oyee training, hazardous material cleanup
pl ans, and a |ist of those hazardous materials and the
fire response pl an.

So it's quite a |l engthy docunent that includes
a lot of detailed information, and that's prepared
specifically for each facility and is specific to the
materials and the facility itself.

Anot her question that | received was about
phase-shifting transfornmers, and | was able to verify
that although there has been space reserved at Pinal
Central for a phase-shifting transforner, we do not have
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Pi nal Central or at our Duke substations. W do

not currently have any plans to add those at either of

t hose

Q

guest i

subst ati ons.
(BY M. G LBERT) | think your next follow up

on was about the cost differences between the

single and double circuit?

A

BY M5. LAURENCE: That's right. Menber Little

suggested that it m ght be about 50 percent nore, and

you were spot on. That was a very good approxi mation.

Thank

you.

M5. G LBERT: [I'msorry. Menber Little. |

t hought | saw you reaching for your mc.

Q

(BY MS. G LBERT) | think, M. Laurence, that

concl udes your follow up questions.

A
Q

BY M5. LAURENCE: It does.

M. MCellan, did you have a follow up

research assi gnnent too?

A

agr ee

guest i

BY MR. McCLELLAN: The itens that | had, |
wth Ms. Laurence's responses.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Menber Hill, do you have a
on?

VEMBER HI LL: | do. | ask this of all the

thermal plant facilities, so this isn't singling out

SRP.

And anyone who's a fan of the program knows t hat

I"mgoing to ask this. But | didn't ask the air quality
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fol ks because | didn't think they were in a position to
answer, but | do think one of you guys mght be able to
answer .

Has SRP ever violated an air quality permt?

A BY MR McCLELLAN: Yes, we have had viol ations
of air quality permts. There's a very prescribed
process when that occurs. That process is that if we
are in violation, we imediately shut down the units,
correct that condition, and then we actually report that
to the agency to go through a process of -- it could be
penal ti es established for those violations. SRP follows
those as prescribed in our air quality permt.

MEMBER HI LL: Can you give ne a coupl e of
exanmpl es of how -- when you go -- when you violate the
permt, what are the circunstances around that?

A BY MR. McCLELLAN. Well, it's been a few years
since I've been in air quality, but one that | can think
of is that there could be a situation where we have our
SCR isn't functioning properly. Maybe the amoni a
injection isn't set properly. W have continuous
em ssions nonitoring systens on those stacks. W wll
know t hat i medi ately, and then we shut the unit down
and make that correction. And then we would then, of
course, report that to the air quality agency.

MEMBER HI LL: Okay. And so you've got
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conti nuous em ssions nonitoring, so you know when
there's an em ssions issue. You can shut the unit down
and get it corrected.

A BY MR McCLELLAN:  Yeah. It occurs
i mredi atel y.

MEMBER HI LL: Al right. Thanks.

MS. G LBERT: So having concluded the foll ow up
gquestions for this panel, | did want to, if it's al
right with Chairman Stafford, see if Menber Little had
any questions about the additional SRP exhibits.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. | did have one
guestion, and that is that the scenario that was nodel ed
in the feasibility study was called -- which is
basically a system study. You know, it was the sane
power flow and transient stability and all the studies
that are included are generally included under the
unbrella of systeminpact studies -- nodel ed the plant
as a source, a generation source. That was input into
the system which is usually what is done wth a
generator plant. And | appreciate very nmuch seeing the
concl usi ons and the descri ption.

However, we have tal ked in here about the
possibility that the BESS m ght be charged fromthe
generators that are a part of this project or fromthe
grid. |If they're charged fromthe generators that are
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part of this project, that would not inpact the system
studies that | read about, except it would just dimnish
t he amount of power that is available for use on the
system However, if they are charged fromthe grid,
then, basically, the bus becones the | oad as opposed to
a source.

And we al so discussed the fact that there would
be system studies that nodeled this plant in that way to
denonstrate that there are no problens associated w th,
basi cally, backfeeding into the BESS. Because that's a
big BESS. And if, in fact, at some point you deci ded
you needed to charge the whole thing fromthe grid, then
it becones a huge | oad.

And |I''mwondering -- that was not included in
this feasibility study, which is perfectly normal that
it wouldn't be -- is that going to be included in the
system studi es that are being done for the sol ar plant
and the transm ssion? Do we know?

A BY MR McCLELLAN: Yes. So Next Era has joi ned
into our Cluster 26. The battery energy storage system
is included in that study and will go through the
generator interconnection process, which includes the
system i npact study and reliability studies that we
woul d conduct as part of that process.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And it will include, for the
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record, BESS being charged or acting as a | oad instead
of a generation source.

A BY MR McCLELLAN. Yes. Both discharge and
chargi ng, which as you know, |ooks like a |oad on the
system

MEMBER LI TTLE; Okay. Thank you.

Believe it or not, that's the only question I
had fromthe review of those two exhibits. Thank you
for providing them

CHAI RMVAN STAFFORD: Excel |l ent.

We're al nost at the noon hour. Are there any
ot her followup questions that you had your w tnesses

prepared to answer?

M5. G LBERT: 1'Ill just note M. Harbin is
working on a map in followup to Menber HiIl. | think
our answer will be making that an exhibit. And if you

had questions, we could bring himup, but hopefully that

addresses it.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Well, | think nowis as

good a tinme to take our lunch break. Let's cone back at

1:00. And then I think you'll have sone additiona
qguestions from nmenbers about sonme of the comments that
were nmade by the public and about potential conditions
for the certificates.

And then | guess once we're done wth the
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guestioning, you'll want to give your closing. WII it
be M. Derstine or Ms. Gl bert doing the closing this
time?

MR. DERSTINE: It will be a short closing.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Okay. All right.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chai r man.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER: |'m wondering if | should ask
the question that | have regardi ng what you just spoke
about the conditions.

| appreciate that the nenbers that are affected
by this project have taken the tinme and specific
concerns and proposed conditions to the conmttee.

| have a question regarding the jurisdiction
scope of those requests. So for the benefit of the
public and for the public record, the cormttee has
recei ved the 27 proposed conditions submtted by the
Santa Rosa Ranchos and Stanfield community.

Could SRP identify which of those proposed
conditions it supports, which it does not support, and
which it believes fall outside the commttee's
jurisdiction. And for those that SRP believes are
outside this commttee's jurisdiction, could you explain
what agency or regul atory process SRP believes woul d be
the appropriate forumto address those concerns.
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And that is for the benefit of the public.
Where can they go to get answers for their concerns?

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: All right. So that's a

preview for themto answer when we cone back from | unch.

So with that, we are in recess until 1:00.

(A recess was taken from11l:56 a.m to

1:06 p.m)

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

M. Derstine, Ms. Glbert, | believe you have
two nore exhibits for us.

MR DERSTINE: That's right. | think we've --
I"'mtold that we have | oaded M. Harbin's -- oh, there
he is. | didn't see you around the corner -- his

di spersenent nodel map or -- I'msure |'m butchering

what ever you were requested to give, but please describe

it.
A. BY MR. HARBI N: Yeah. What we' ve added to the

exhibits is a plot of the concentrations at the vari ous

receptors for the one-hour NO 2 cunul ative anal ysis that

was perfornmed. In that map, it will show col ored dots
or -- colored dots at each receptor based on the
concentrations with the -- bear with ne.

So you'll see here we have the green star is

the Marigold facility, and then each of the dots
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represent a receptor that during the significant inpact
| evel analysis, that first screening analysis, showed a
significant inpact.

And t hose receptors were then brought into the
curmul ati ve analysis to provide a full nodel of the
background plus the nearby sources on those receptors.

You'll notice nost of these receptors are going
to be in the nountai nous areas just 'cause they have the
hi gher altitude, so they tend to have hi gher nodel
concentrations.

And you will see the red dot is our nmaxinum
That is over by the ED3's corporate offices and next to
their planned generating station that they have pl anned.

One thing to note, you'll notice in the -- it's
the Santa Rosa Ranchos nei ghborhood, we do not have any

significant inpact projected for there, and neither --

if we can go down -- in the Stanfield area as well.
MR DERSTINE: | think we're going to mark that
as SRP Exhibit 24, although | note that Menber H Il is

not here, and she was the one who was keenly interested
in that. So maybe for when she returns, we'll circle
back to it and see if she has any questions regarding
it.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Excel l ent .
Q (BY MR- DERSTINE) And then our other map al so,
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I think, was requested by Menber Hill, but go ahead and
explain it to the commttee, M. Justus.

[ Exhi bit SRP-25]

A BY M5. JUSTUS: Thank you.

Member Hill was asking about the distance from
the wash to the actual conponents. | wll say we are
asking our engineering firmto quickly produce sonething
better than this, that's nore accurate with everything
to scale and di stance neasurenents.

But we wanted to quickly be responsive and, as
best we could do, | created the neasurenents based off
of the edge of the cultivated area rather than defining
what exactly the wash barrier is. So there is an
easenment we've identified for the wash that actually
falls -- thank you.

The easenent for the wash is centered on the
property line, which is in blue here. The blue is the
Pi nal County Assessor's Ofice parcels, and it's about
175 on the west side is what's identified as the
easenent for the wash. That falls actually a little
bel ow where ny arrows start. But then neasuring from
where the arrows start, which is really kind of the edge
of the cultivated area, inward to the edge of the ponds
I's about 260 feet, to the edge of the turbine area is
about 640 feet.
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So | would characterize these as the best
estimati on we could do over lunch and are trying to get
sonmet hing nore exact to you as soon as we can.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: What's the area inside the
green square? |s that the 60 acres?

A BY M5. JUSTUS: The green square is
approxi mately 60 acres, yes.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: All right. SRP-24 and
SRP-25 are adm tted.

MR. DERSTINE: Yeah. And | don't know the best
way that you would like us to wal k through. There's the
filings that were nmade by Ms. Herrera. | think that's
what Menber Mercer was asking that we address.

And | appreciate your teeing that up for us,
Menber Mercer, so we understood what you were Kkind of
| ooking for in the way of respondi ng.

There are -- | don't know what ny count is --
29 or 27, there's 29 requests that are contained in
Ms. Herrera's filings. W can do our best to work
t hrough those and give you our -- | think our initial
response and try to either, as you asked us to do, it's
sonmet hing we can do, we can't do, or it's sonething
that's sinply outside the purview of this commttee's
jurisdiction. And if we're able to identify is there
anot her body or a process that addresses that issue, we
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can do our best to identify that.

MEMBER MERCER: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. Let's see. So she
had -- the first filing she had was -- let's see. It
was docketed Septenber 21st. | guess it was filed on
the 20th but docketed on the 21st.

MR DERSTINE: Yeah. Happy to start there with
that. | do have it.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Okay. All right. So she
has a nunber of conditions requested.

The first one has to do with the cumul ative
resource and environnental conpatibility assessnent.

MR DERSTINE: As | -- there's a fairly |ong
par agraph there that calls out these other projects that
are bei ng devel oped, and we've had testinony from
Ms. Justus and --

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: If you could get alittle
closer to the mc

MR DERSTINE: W' ve had testinony from
Ms. Justus and comments fromthe nenbers of the
commttee. Everyone's aware that there are a | ot of
projects that are being devel oped near Stanfield or in
this West Pinal area.

And as | read this, she wants sone sort of an
assessnment. Cunul ative resource environnental
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conpatibility assessnent.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Now, with the Giffin
Energy project, what does that -- | renmenber we tal ked
about it, but what specifically was that?

A BY M5. JUSTUS: The Giffin Energy Project is
one that was identified in the maps in Exhibit H under
exi sting plans.

To nmy understanding, it's gone through
entitl ement processes with Pinal County. [|'mnot sure.
Either it's not jurisdictional or hasn't cone to a CEC
that 1'maware of. | know it involves solar, but I
don't know if it involves any ot her conponents.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. So if it's a sol ar
project, then we won't have jurisdiction over it. |If it
was a thermal project, then the em ssions would be
accounted for when they nmake their -- they have to
account for this project's em ssions when they apply for
an air permt with Pinal County Air Quality Control
District.

But if it's solar, we don't have jurisdiction
over that unless they need a generation tie-line, and
they would have to conme to this conmttee unless it's
shorter than a mle, | guess.

MR. DERSTINE: Correct.

Yeah, and | think what she also calls out here
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Is she's noting a data center and there's just a | ot of
things here that we sinply -- SRP can't be responsible
for being able to gauge the inpact of other projects
bei ng devel oped by other entities that may or may not
even be power generation projects, data centers, and

ot her things.

We're certainly responsible for informng this
conm ttee about the inpacts of our project. And | think
as M. Harbin testified to earlier today, his air
qual ity assessnent takes into account other sources of
em ssions that are included in the nodel, and those are
taken into account in assessing what are the inpacts of
the air emssions fromthe Marigold thermal plant, but |
think that's as far as we can go.

And so this kind of | ook around and | ook at al
the other projects and cone up with some sort of an
assessnment, | don't think that's, one, anything that's
wWwthin the jurisdiction of the commttee; and, two,
anyt hing that SRP coul d undert ake.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: And they don't exist, so
it's -- they may or may not ever exist. But | think,
you know, if all these things did exist, we could take
that into account when | ooking at the total environnment
of the area. But it's the environnent of the area as it
exists, not as it potentially could in the future. |
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don't know how we woul d even assess that.

Member Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Cumul ative inpacts are sonething that have
concerned ne a great deal both on the -- you know, wel
all the environnment inpacts of the cunul ation of the
projects. And I still don't have set in ny m nd whose
responsibility it is to keep track of the cunul ati ve
I npacts as opposed to the inpacts for each individual
proj ect.

However, | think it's been pointed out that,
you know, as each project cones to us, we |ook to see
what else is out there and take into account the inpacts
of what's existing. And | think that, you know, | would
like to think that the county or whoever has
jurisdiction would al so take into account the cunul ative
effects of things.

And since SRP has stated that they are going
to -- although they're not obligated to follow the
county's regul ations, they are going to continue to work
with the county and | et them know what's going on. So
it's not like the county is going to be totally unaware
of what's going on over here.

So those are ny comments on that one.

MR. DERSTINE: | nentioned that the -- and as
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you did, M. Chairman, that in terns of on the air

quality side, the existing sources of em ssions are

taken into account in M. Harbin's nodeling anal ysis.
And | would to sonme degree, | think, note that

in terns of the groundwater analysis and nodeling takes

into account the current conditions and groundwat er

| evel s of the aquifer that are inpacted by other uses

and over tinme, historically, and what is occurring

t oday.

Q (BY MR DERSTINE) Do |I have that -- is that
generally correct, Ms. Mora, in terns of the using the
ADWR nodel takes into account existing conditions,

i ncl udi ng groundwat er uses that are ongoing to this day?

A BY M5. MORA: Yes, that's correct. The
groundwat er fl ow nodel sinulates conditions through 2025
and actual reported punping rates and data from ADWR in
t he extended historical period.

MR. DERSTINE: Thank you.

| think that's as far as -- you know, noting
that those are covered by the studies that we' ve
presented to this committee on air em ssions and
groundwat er use, that that's -- we've done the best we
can do in ternms of including those cunul ative existing,
you know, inpacts on groundwater use and air em ssions
today. Beyond that, |I'mnot sure that we can do nuch --

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 267 & 268 VOL. lll 09/23/2026 631

that this commttee has the jurisdiction, and we, SRP,
certainly doesn't have the ability to gauge and nonitor
all these other projects.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Now, | recall testinony
that 206 acre-feet per year is the maxi num usage for the
plant. How nuch water is going to be used? And it wll
be the sanme source, the storage credits, for the
construction of the entire Marigold Energy Center?

MR. DERSTINE: Ms. Laurence or M. Mdellan,
in terms of the water that's used for --

| guess you're asking, M. Chairman, for
construction and other preoperational activities.
assunme that we will still be using -- punping and
utilizing our long-termstorage credits.

Q (BY MR DERSTINE) But fill us inif there's
anot her source of water other than the water at the site
that you'll be using for those activities?

A BY MR- McCLELLAN: There's not another source.
And | believe Ms. Laurence has in her notes the anpunt
of water that will be used during construction, and
we'll pull that up right away.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: | didn't catch that | ast
part.

A BY MR- McCLELLAN: Ms. Laurence has the anount
that we'll be using during construction or that we
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estimate during construction, and she's | ooking through
her notes, and we'll provide that as soon as we get it.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: (Okay. And that's for the
power plant, the transm ssion line, and then the sol ar
and BESS. Because that's got to cover a much | arger
area. But it won't consune any water. The only water

that would really be used for that would be al nost

negligible for use at the site and then clean the panels

occasional ly, but --
A BY MR McCLELLAN: We've estimated 15 acre-feet
per year for the solar and storage portion of the
proj ect during operations.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Okay.
A BY MR McCLELLAN. And that is for, as you
nmentioned, it would be for, you know, naintenance.
They don't clean panels very often, but if you
did do that, that would be a use for it.
And then any | andscaping that we have on the
site.
CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: And the source of that
water is all going to be long-termstorage credits.
A BY MR McCLELLAN. W don't expect the
| ong-term storage credits to be used for the solar and
st or age.
CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: VWhat wi ||l be the source of
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wat er for thenf

A BY MR McCLELLAN: It would be groundwater that
woul d be associated with the land that the facilities
are on.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: So | know we don't have
jurisdiction over that, but |I'mjust curious. Because,
like, that's all agricultural land that's got
agriculture groundwater rights; correct?

A BY MR MCLELLAN:  Yes.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And then when it's
converted to comrercial use, industrial use, there wll
be a reduction in that groundwater right?

A BY M. MORA: Yeah, there is. So when you
convert an IGFRto a Type |, there is a conversion. |
think it's typically one acre-foot per acre, and you do
have a |limt on the last time that that |and was used
for agricultural purposes in converting that to a
nonirrigation right. | believe that's five years to be
able to convert that right.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. And then | renenber
on the tour it was nentioned that there's irrigation or
water rights that are independent of the ownership of
the land that would remain with the Maricopa and
Stanfield drai nage --

A BY MR McCLELLAN: Maricopa-Stanfield
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Irrigation and Drainage District?
CHAI RMAN STAFFORD:  Yes.

A BY MR McCLELLAN: So ny understanding is that
those are actually |l eases that are on wells that are on
those properties. And we would be working with
Mari copa-Stanfield Irrigation and Drai nage District
t hroughout the term of those | eases.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Term nate those?

A. BY MR. McCLELLAN. Well, we would be working

with them-- | believe those | eases are through 2029.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. Ckay.
Al right. And then --

Q (BY MR DERSTINE) | was just going to note, ny
under standing, M. MCellan, and maybe you can fill ne
and the conmttee in a bit nore is that MsSIDD is going
to continue to retain the use and the operation or
what ever rights they have to those wells. So those wll
continue to be part of the irrigation district, and it's
not necessarily NextEra is going to own those water
rights is nmy understanding, at |east through the term of
the lease; is that right?

A BY MR- McCLELLAN: That's correct.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: But for the purposes of the
jurisdictional facilities, only |long-term storage
credits will be used for the plant and the transm ssion
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l'i ne.
MR. DERSTINE: That's correct.
A BY MR MCLELLAN:  Yes.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: Let's see now.

My recollection of the testinony about the
drawdown of the water table attributable to the plant
is, like, less than one percent of what the annua
reduction would be -- is ny recollection correct? --
based on t he nodeling?

A BY M5. MORA: [I'mgoing to do sone math.

A BY MR McCLELLAN: We al so have a nunber for
the estimated anount of construction water that
Ms. Laurence can provide.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Okay.

A BY M5. LAURENCE: Yes. W're estimating
500 acre-feet for construction and that woul d be
pur chased t hrough MsI DD
CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: Say the | ast part.
A BY M5. LAURENCE: That woul d be purchased
t hrough Maricopa-Stanfield Irrigation and Drai nage
District.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  MSDI D?
A BY MR. McCLELLAN. WMBIDD, the
Mari copa-Stanfield Irrigation and Drai nage District.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: I DD. Ckay.
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And then that would be 500 acre-feet for the
entire construction of the entire Marigold energy
project? That's what we're saying?

A. BY M5. LAURENCE: Yes, that's right.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Ckay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And not that | think it would
make a great deal of difference, but that was not
included in the water study that was done; correct?
That usage?

A BY M5. MORA: That's correct. |t was not
I ncluded as it won't be sourced from --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Credits.

A BY M5. MORA: -- recovering the long-term
storage credits.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Thank you.

| " mcurious and maybe this is a naive question,
but in terns of water rights, | nean, 500 acre-feet, if
a person has one acre of water rights, what does that
nean in terns of acre-feet of water? Does that question
make sense?

A BY MR. McCLELLAN: So it sounds like you're
asking what is the water right associated with this
| and?
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

A BY MR McCLELLAN: Do you know what this is?

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: The entire energy center
you' re tal ki ng about ?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

A BY M. MORA: | didn't look into water rights
associated with the solar part of the project, just the
thermal plant. And I'mnot sure if there is a water
right associated with the parcel any |onger, an |GFR
because the proposed use is to recover the long-term
storage credits.

So if there is a water right associated with
the parcel, I'"'mnot sure the intent on what SRP wll do
with that.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, for exanple, the |and
that the solar field will be on, I know we don't have
jurisdiction over that, but nuch of that land is being
farmed right now And |I'massumng that -- and | al so
know t hat New Mexi co may be different than here, but
when | was grow ng up, we had three acres of water
rights because we had three acres that were irrigated.

VWhat does that nmean in ternms of acre-feet of
wat er ?

M5. G LBERT: Menber Little, I'mnot sure |
under stand your question. So if you all wtnesses do,
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you can just raise your hand.

But are you asking is the acreage, is it
one-to-one fromthe acreage to the water right?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes. |I'm assum ng that you
don't have to have 500 acres --

M5. G LBERT: -- to have 500 acre-feet.

MEMBER LI TTLE: O perhaps you do.

Q (BY MS. GLBERT) Ms. Mora?
A BY M. MORA: Yes. | can attenpt to answer
that, if | understand the question correctly.

So the irrigation grandfathered rights
associated with farmng the lands is one volune. And if
you are not going to farmthe | ands any |onger, then
there's a conversion that you can convert that
irrigation grandfathered right to a Type | nonirrigation
use. And | believe that the standard is one acre-foot
per acre.

So, for instance, if it was 160-acre parcel and
the farnmer had 2,000 acre-feet per year as a water
right, you do not get that. 1It's nmuch less if you're
converting the |l and out of agricultural purposes into
non-ag uses. So it is nuch |ess.

In addition to that, you do have a tine frane
to convert that and to use the water. And so if you
mss that, | believe it just -- the right gets

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 267 & 268 VOL. lll 09/23/2026 639

forfeited. Because those types of rights are tied to
t he | and.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Right.

A BY M5. MORA: Not all water rights are tied to
the | and, but those are.

Q (BY MS. GLBERT) M. Mra, | think you said it
I n your hypothetical, but it's possible that a | andowner
could have a few hundred acres of |and but nmaybe
2,000 acre-feet of water rights. 1Is that --

A BY M5. MORA: That is very possible, yes. For
the farmer, yes.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Right. Because sone crops
you couldn't grow on an acre with one acre-feet per
year. You wouldn't be able to be -- there wouldn't be
enough water for them right?

MR. DERSTINE: Right.

A BY M5. MORA: | think, generally, the rule of
thumb, fromwhat |'ve heard, is, for instance, alfalfa
dri nks about 6 acre-feet per acre. So | don't know what
you can grow for one acre-foot per acre, but, yeah, it's
definitely the conversion is a reduction in that water
right.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: And for the groundwat er
monitoring, that's governed by the rules of the active
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managenent area, are they not? And then all the
groundwater for the jurisdictional projects are not
really -- it's being punped fromthe ground, but it's an
access well to your long-termstorage credits, which are
also -- all that volune is recorded and publicly
avai | abl e; correct?

M5. G LBERT: You've got it.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Okay.

A BY M5. MORA: Whuld you like me to el aborate on
that? 1| can.

Regar dl ess of what water right you're punping
under, if you are punping a nonexenpt well within an
AVA, you are required to report that punping volune to
ADWR annual Iy, and they keep accounting on all of that.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Now, these are all
nonexenpt wells -- correct? -- that we're tal ki ng about
her e?

A BY M5. MORA: Correct.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: What is an exenpt well? 1Is
that sonething that has a nmuch | ower extraction rate
for, like, residential use or sonething?

A BY M5. MORA: Yeah. So an exenpt well is
defined as a well that punps 35 gallons per mnute or
less. It's typically a donestic well, residential,
stock-watering well, a | ower use -- still a production
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wel |l but a | ower use production well.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. So you could grow
crops with it, but it's not enough volunme to really grow
nore than a small garden at that rate

A BY M5. MORA: Exactly.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman.

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: |'m not sure exactly where you
are in your review of the 27, 29 --

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: | think I'mdown to siXx.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Well, under No. 2 --

sorry.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Go ahead.
MEMBER LI TTLE: -- it was requested that if any
private, domestic, agricultural, or shared well, or

residential utility service connection within three
mles of the facility experiences a docunented | oss of
supply or material inpairnment, the Applicant shall

I nvestigate whether its activities materially
contri but ed.

And ny thoughts on that are that | think it's
been denonstrated to us that this project will affect
the level of the groundwater so little that probably
this would not apply even if we considered it.
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M5. G LBERT: Yes, Menber Little, and that's
our position as well on this requested Proposed
Condition No. 2, that it really isn't applicable or
rel evant to the conditions we've shown and testified to
t oday.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And No. 3, it sounds |ike she
I S suggesting --

And | would like to say that all of these
condi tions requested were well thought through and very
well witten, and | really appreciate the work and the
time that went into putting all of this together for our
consi der ati on.

| think she's suggesting that perhaps we put
into the conditions the anount of water that wll be
used for construction purposes. So | don't know whet her
we want to consider that as a potential condition or
not, or perhaps the Applicant coul d address that.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: Yeah. Because they said --
| wote it down -- 500 acre-feet that they' Il buy from
the Maricopa-Stanfield Irrigation and Drai nage District.
500 acre-feet, but that's the entire sol ar, storage,
gas, transm ssion, the whole Marigold Energy Center.

MS. G LBERT:  Yes.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: That's correct? W
recollection is accurate; right? That's what we sai d?
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M5. G LBERT: W heard the sane thing. So if
we're wong, we're wong together.

But | think while that is our understandi ng of
what the construction water use would be, SRP's position
on this proposed condition is that it be -- this is
al ready addressed by ADWR in the AMA regul ations as far
as the water use, and Ms. Mora's testified a bit to the
public nature of how nuch water we're using and
reporting that out.

So I"'mnot sure it's a needed condition and
i kely already covered by the standard CEC conditi on,
the 3.c that directs us to conply with the ADWR
requi renments.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Right. But the record --
you stated it was going to be purchased from MSIDD. Are
t hose purchases -- the nunber that you get fromthemfor
t hese purchases, is that going to be publicly avail abl e?

Q (BY MS. GLBERT) M. Mra, is MSIDD s water
service publicly avail abl e?
Perhaps if you are a water user receiving

delivery fromMSIDD, is that generally available to the

public?

A BY M5. MORA: ['mnot 100 percent sure if it
iIs. | know that there are annual punping vol unes per
well is reported, but I do not knowif there's an
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accounti ng of who gets how nuch water delivered per end
user.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Right. Because they have a
bunch of other customers they supply water to to
irrigate the existing agricultural fields because
there's -- you're not buying the entire area of |and
that they provide water to for irrigation; correct?

A BY M. MORA: Absolutely not. Yeah.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: | think there was sonething
about this earlier. How nmuch nmore will the district be
irrigating that's not getting purchased by SRP? You
bought, |i ke, a one percent chunk of the | and they
serve? Do you have any ball park of how nmuch --

A BY MR McCLELLAN: Is the question is
500 acre-feet that we're estimating, is that one percent
of all the water deliveries that they would have during
the tine period? |Is that what you're --

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: Not really. [I'mjust --
how big is the service area for the district? How many
square mles? How many acres? Do we have an idea?

A BY M5. MORA: No, but | can get you that
i nformati on.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And then how nuch water do
they provide to that service territory annually?

A BY M. MORA: That's the tricky part. | don't
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know t he answer to that, and | don't knowif it's
publicly avail abl e i nformation.
CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Right. But what they punp
will be reported to ADWR, right?
A BY M5. MORA: Definitely. So because they're
w thin an AMA, any nonexenpt well punping records have

to be delivered to ADWR annual |y, their punping vol unes

per well.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: COkay. And they've agreed
to provide 500 acre-feet over the next -- but that's
over, like, a three-, four-year period, though --
right? -- for the construction of this entire energy
center?

A BY MR McCLELLAN:  Yes.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. So | assune they
have the capacity to serve. Oherw se, they woul dn't
agree to it.

A BY M. MORA: M. Chairman, can | add one nore
t hi ng?

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Pl ease.

A BY M5. MORA: So because MSIDD is an irrigation
district and they're not -- this is not specific to
them This is all irrigation districts.

They can punp their network of wells how they
need to and then wheel the water in their canals and
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| aterals. So just because a well is punping on site on
a parcel does not nean that water gets delivered to that
parcel .

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ri ght .

A BY M5s. MORA: So it's hard to parse out that

type of information.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Right. But they still have
to report all the -- do they have any ot her source of
wat er besi des groundwater? Do they have access to

surface water from sonebody?

A BY M5s. MORA: | believe that there may be
surface water still being supplied; however, it's been
greatly reduced if there's any. | don't know the answer

to that exactly, in what year that was cut off, if it
was.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: | guess what we're kind of
| ooking for, and correct ne if I'mwong, Mnber Little,
is that | think the testinony you provided shows t hat
the wthdrawal of the long-term storage credits fromthe
well on the plant site is going to have a de mnims
effect on the water table in operation.

| guess the issue is how nuch -- what is the
i mpact of that 500 acre-feet that's going to be used?
Because that will probably nost |ikely be groundwater.
What effect would that have on the surroundi ng area?
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Does that nake sense? |Is that what we're trying to get
to, Menber Little?

A. BY M5. MORA: It nmkes sense. However, | don't
know t he source of that water, if it will cone fromthe
ground or not.

MR DERSTINE: According to ny phone, MsIDD
del i vered between 250, 000 and 265, 000 acre-feet of water
annually to its growers. |Its base allocation of CAP
wat er was 110,000 to 120,000 acre-feet per year.

However, the cutbacks on the Col orado Ri ver allocation
have reduced that. And, currently, MSIDD has shifted
heavily towards groundwater infrastructure, and

90 percent of its total water denmand is com ng from
groundwater utilizing wells operated by the district

si nce 1989.

MS5. G LBERT: Perhaps the proposed Condition
No. 3 is -- it seens like it was drafted with the
intention of -- or with the maybe understandi ng that SRP
woul d be punping the water for construction, but that's
not the case here. I1t's not our plan. W'Ill be relying
on MSIDD |like the other | andowners in the area. So |'m
not sure a condition about SRP's purchases is
meaningful. I1t's really up to MSIDD to manage their
obligations to their area and custoners.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Wel |, and then,
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M. Derstine, what was the total anount of acre-feet
that your phone says that the district delivered to
custoners?

M5. G LBERT: | do have the nunmber of how nuch
they punped if you would |li ke to phone a friend.

MR. DERSTINE: Go ahead.

M5. G LBERT: [In 2025, 171 acre-feet,
approxi mat el y.

CHAI RMVAN STAFFORD: 1717

MS. G LBERT: 171, 682.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. So then
500 acre-feet --

MR. DERSTI NE:  Not hi ng.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: -- divided by three years,
roughly, if you average that over the three-year
construction tinme, conpared to the 100-and-sonet hi ng
t housand acre-feet that it delivers annually, it
seens -- again, that seens -- one tenth of one percent,
soit's ade mnims use conpared to the vast anpunts of
ot her water that the district is providing to other

custonmers. So it puts you in one of the snaller

categories of custoners. Well, maybe not. | nean, in
total volume anyway. | mean, because they're delivering
alot of -- like, a thousand tinmes nore water than
you're using, so -- okay.
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Al right. Menber Fontes, you' ve had your hand
raised for a mnute here.

MEMBER FONTES: | did. | want to go back to the
fire water reserve for the gas and the battery.

Did you guys calcul ate --

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: We can't hear you. You're
really nmuffl ed.

MEMBER FONTES: Is this better?

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Yes.

MEMBER FONTES: | would like to go back to the
topic of the fire water reserve for both the gas and the
battery. Under the NFPA, they've got, |like, an 8-hour
filling criteria that |1've seen on plants of this size.

| " m wondering, did you guys cal cul ate the
refill rate to maintain that for an 8-hour requirenent
that that NFPA requires?

A BY MR McCLELLAN: We haven't done those
calculations yet. That will be part of the design.
We'll have to have a refill rate that neets the NFPA 850
standards for generating stations and fire protection.

MEMBER FONTES: You're relying on one well at
35 gallons per mnute punping rate. That just seens a
little low. So | guess let ne rephrase.

What is the mtigation plan if that does not
satisfy design criteria for NFPA?
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A BY MR. McCLELLAN: I'Il | ook over to Ms. Mora.

I think when she said 35 gallons per mnute, that's a
threshold for an exenpt well ?

A BY M5. MORA: That's correct. So 35 gallons a
mnute or less is what defines an exenpt well.

The well on the parcel is nonexenpt. |In fact,
| believe that it was tested at a rate of 1,500 gallons
per mnute when it was put in, so it has the capability
of punping up to that 1,500 gallons per m nute.

MEMBER FONTES: That's typically on the | ow end
for arefill rate for an 8-hour firefight on a BESS in a
natural gas power plant. So what's the mtigation
Plan B if through your conceptual design into your final
desi gn you conme up short on one well?

A BY MR. McCLELLAN. W coul d nake a design that
stores additional water on site.

MEMBER FONTES: So you would put in an
additi onal water storage on the site |ayout or a
retention pond?

A BY MR McCLELLAN: | think it would be in a
tank, in a raw water tank. W would just nmake a | arger
tank and then reserve nore of the space in that tank for
additional fire water supply would be a potenti al
opti on.

MEMBER FONTES: That would work, but I'Il defer
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to nmy fellow nenbers if we need to capture that based on
the well usage.

But that's been a big concern for communities
and firefighting. And the fact of the matter is we have
a BESS and a -- while we don't want to use water on
that, but we do have a natural gas plant there.

| would | ook to Menber Constock to comment on
that and also Menber Hill, if you have any insights.

MEMBER HI LL: I'Ill just offer that as we' ve
tal ked about sone of the county review processes that
won't happen but plans that you have already made that
reflect the county processes, you could add sonething
about NFPA -- did | get the acronymright?

-- NFPA' s gui dance and standards that you'll be
following related to require fire protection on the
facility.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: | think that's a condition
that's proposed in the draft CEC

MR. DERSTINE: | believe it is there. W'l]I
doubl e-check. And if it's not, we'll add it.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Ckay.

MEMBER HI LL: To go back -- | know I was gone
for alittle bit and m ght have m ssed sone of the
conversati on.

| think wwth regards to water, ny concern is
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primarily the long-termuse over the life of the
project. |1'mless concerned about construction because
it's tenporal. But it's the life of the facility that |
think I want to make sure that we all agree on what the
water use is going to be there. And the Applicant has
gi ven us gui dance on what their water use would be.

And | think if we're going to provi de sonethi ng
inthe CEC, it's alimt to the water use annually over
the life of the project. | just think the tenporary
construction period isn't the thing that's going to have
the long-termeffect. | nmean, that's just ny opinion.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | would agree with that. |
think it's inmportant to put into the conditions the
annual water use over the life of the project.

| f you take the 500 acre-feet and you divide it
by two or three years, you' re | ooking at around the sane
anmpunt of water that's going to be used annually when
the project is in operation. | think it's nuch nore
i mportant to include the annual water use when the
project is operational.

MEMBER HI LL: And we've got a history of
including that in CECs. So if we're discussing the CEC,
that's the one that nakes sense. That's the one that's
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applied to other projects. | think we' ve been
consi stent.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. And then just a
qui ck foll ow up, though

| think if I could get a witness under oath to
state what the annual production was fromthe district
as opposed to one of the attorneys representing the
Applicant, that woul d be hel pful.

A BY MVR. McCLELLAN. Wbul d you repeat the
question, Chairman?

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: It was how nmuch water does
the district deliver to custoners on an annual basis. |
think M. Derstine came up with what they delivered for
2025.

A BY MR McCLELLAN. Yeah. | believe it was in
2025 they delivered about 170,000 acres to their
custoners in the Maricopa-Stanfield Irrigation and
Drai nage District.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Okay. Thank you.

Are we working through the concerns, Menber
Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, No. 4, | think
has been done. |It's a groundwater dependent -- or
I ndependent groundwat er baseline for appropriate
nmonitoring areas. | think we heard about that today.
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MEMBER HILL: 1'Ill just suggest that it's not
i ndependent the way the author probably would like it to
be i ndependent. But the comm ttee doesn't have a budget
to do that, so it is the consultants to SRP that
provided that. | just want to clarify that.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: I n consultation with DAR
wasn't it?

MEMBER HI LL: That's right.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: They're using their nodel;
correct?

MEMBER MEEKER: M. Chair, | would just clarify
not in consultation with us, but they used our publicly
avai | abl e nodel i ng dat a.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. And they don't pay
for that at all, | guess, huh?

MEMBER MEEKER: No. That is avail abl e,
typically for purposes of assured water supply, but it's
avai | abl e.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Okay. Thank you.

MEMBER HI LL: What nunber are we on?

MEMBER LI TTLE: No. 5.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Right. And | guess they
will not have an exenpt well, and they will be punping
their long-termstorage credits and reporting the annual
w thdrawal ; correct? And that's required under ANA
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A BY M. MORA: That's correct. They wll be
required to report all of the punping fromtheir well
annual |y to ADWR

CHAI RMVAN STAFFORD: All right.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman, these suggested
conditions do ask that they be reported to Conmi ssion
Staff.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: But Conmi ssion Staff
doesn't really have -- it's reported to DAR which is the
agency in charge of enforcing the groundwater code.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: So | don't know what
Commi ssion Staff would do with the information.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, | think that that is what
Menber Mercer requested was to address where the public
can find this information if it's not going to be
addressed as suggested in the docunent.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Ckay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So that's where they find it;
ri ght?

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: |'m seei ng Menber Meeker
noddi ng her head.

VMEMBER MEEKER: Yes. That's all publicly
avai | abl e on our website.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Excel |l ent.
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Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

Couldn't that also be reported in the annual
report that goes to the ACC on a conpliance with the
CEC?

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: | guess the way to phrase
that would be that when they file their annual
conpliance letter, it has the |last annual -- the | ast
thing they filed with DWR stating what their year's
wat er use was. | don't know when they're going to -- |
don't know about the timng of those two things.

The groundwat er code is going to have them
required to file -- how does that work? What is the --
the annual filing, is it -- when is the file date for
that information typically?

A BY M5. MORA: Yes. | think it's the end of
first quarter, if I'mnot m staken.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Okay.

A BY Ms. MORA: For the follow ng year's
I nformati on.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: The previous year's?
A BY M. MORA: Correct.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Ckay.

Ckay. So by March 27th, you would file for al
the withdrawal s for '26, then.
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A BY Ms. MORA: Correct. Yes.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: So if you file your annual
conpliance letter in July of every year, you could just
drop what you file with DAR as attached. Like, here it
is. Conpliance. Here's the docunent. That seens easy
enough.

| mean, it's not requiring you to do anything
you woul dn't have to do al ready.

M5. G LBERT: Yes, that does seem easy enough.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. Was that your
suggesti on, Menber Fant? | suppose you'll have | anguage
to suggest when it conmes tinme to discuss the certificate
Itself? Excellent.

Are we noving on to the next one?

Nunber 6. Well, this is for the BESS which we
don't have jurisdiction over.

MEMBER HILL: It does say the thermal plant,
the BESS, the substations. The only thing that we have
jurisdiction over is the thermal plant, but | think we
had a --

MEMBER LI TTLE: And transm ssion.

MEMBER HI LL: And transmi ssion. Although I'm
not concerned about corona.

We' ve had a good di scussi on about noise. |
think that I"'msatisfied with SRP's approach that if
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they get a noise conplaint they are going to respond to
that and can do additional neasuring of the noise
i mpacts if they get that conplaint.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: |s that addressed by a
condition that's already in the CEC? |Is that a standard
condition about -- I knowit's interference for sure,
but is noise also in there?

M5. G LBERT: 3.d references noise control
standards. | think so.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai r man.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | think one of the filings from
yesterday addressed this in great depth. M one concern
is -- and | don't -- it's not ny area of expertise, but
|'ve been hearing that the type of neasurenent of noise
that we see generally, a dBA, does not address the fact
that a constant or repetitive |ow frequency noise is not
reflected in that dBA and can be very irritating.

And | noticed that -- and |'mpretty sure it's
in one of the -- what was filed yesterday. There was a
request was made for sone different kinds of
measur enents of noise and | ow frequency vibration. And
"' mjust wondering if maybe we coul d postpone di scussion
of this until we get to that.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. W could go through
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this docunent and then nove on to the next one; right?

MEMBER LI TTLE: That woul d be fine.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: I nstead of junping back and
forth and getting | ost.

MEMBER HI LL: Menber Little, are you talking,
like, a pitch or a --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes. |It's like if you're in a
roomwith a loud band, it's very loud. The dBA is going
to be way loud. If you go outside and you shut the
door, the dBA is going to be | ower, but what you're
going to hear is the thunp of the bass. | don't know
about you, but that irritates ne a whole | ot nore than
being in the roomwith the band even though it's | ouder.

MEMBER HILL: | kind of get it now.

Nunber 7.

So, again, we can't do independent studies.

The comm ttee doesn't have a budget to do that.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Yeah. Any study is going
to be done by the Applicant.

MEMBER HI LL: Right.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, that's what is being
suggested, that the Applicant fund it, which neans that
we woul d have to require it, if it hasn't already been
done. Many of these things have already been done.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: | seemto recall we tal ked
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about this a bit the other day. | nean, they could put
noi se nonitors to confirmthat the nodeling they did was
correct. But if it's not, what kind of mtigation is
possible to reduce it. | seemto recall some discussion
about thicker walls as opposed to taller walls.

But, again, | guess setbacks. But once it's
built, you can't adjust those, really. They're fixed.

MEMBER HI LL: But | do think this is kind of an
adapti ve managenent thing where if there is a conplaint,
if there is a problemand it doesn't reflect the range
that was presented as part of the application and
there's sonething found outside of a range that's having
I npacts, then you adaptively manage at your site.

You have a 60-acre site. You're using 30 acres
of it. | feel like you have the ability to do sone kind
of adaptive managenent. And | guess |I'mlooking to SRP
staff to confirmthat is an approach that you coul d work
with.

A BY MR McCLELLAN: Just to restate what you're
t hi nki ng about there, so we would -- if we received a
conplaint, we could investigate that conmplaint. If we
find that there's nerit, then we could potentially take
action to mtigate at that tinme?

MEMBER HI LL: Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And the Comm ssion, the
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Cor poration Comm ssion organi zati on, has neans for
anybody in the public to nmake a conpl aint.

And even though SRP is not -- the Conm ssion
doesn't have authority to set rates for SRP, if they get
a conplaint that sonething is bothering sonebody from
the public, they act on it and will let you guys know.

M5. G LBERT: Chairman Stafford, Christ is
probably going to cone back up here and expl ai n.

| think there may have been an assunption. |'m
not sure if it was in our discussion or just fromthe
proposed conditi ons about where we nodel ed the noi se.

So |l wuld like to ask himto clarify and explain
whet her the noise nodeling was -- the | ocations and why
that m ght be neaningful to the conmunity.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. Do you want to pul
t he noi se nodel figure back up?

MS. G LBERT: Can we --

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: It might be helpful. So
we're all on the sane page, so to speak.

Q (BY MS. G LBERT) Looking at the slide decks,
we can give themthe nunber.

A BY MR KIRKIAN:. So the comon question that I
al ways get asked every time | present a figure like this
I's, "You only assessed three locations.”™ And that's not
the case at all; right?
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So we chose three |locations in this particul ar
case where we wanted to gather existing noise
measurenents. The |ocations represent, essentially, the
region; right?

So if we're |ooking at, you know, NM 1, Noise
Monitoring Location 1, whether we went a little nore to
the north or to the south, it's reasonable to assune,
you know, the noise -- that existing noise |evels are
going to be the sane. So we just assune in that general
area that's what the existing noise environnment is
because the existing source of that noise is the sane in
t hat area.

And so then we go ahead and we present this
contour graphic, which essentially just shows, you know,
the projected levels at other receptors that aren't
specifically identified like in this table over here.

Q And the NM 1 spot is -- which community -- is
that in the comunity?

A BY MR KIRKIAN: Yeah. The NM 1l is supposed to
represent the residential community over there.

MS. G LBERT: And so when | | ook at the
proposed condition on noise and the request that there
be nodeling representative of the community, | think our
application and testinony supports the concl usion
that -- or supports that we have done that and | ooked at
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noi se i npact at the community.

And, Menber Hill, you're right. SRP is
responsive to calls should someone have a question about
noi se.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: Right. | nean, the
nodel i ng has been done. | think this is asking for,
hey, do it again after the plant's in operation and
confirmthat it's what you said it was.

M5. G LBERT: So sone verification nodeling.
And 1'Il look to M. MCellan to perhaps respond on
whet her SRP can -- would be interested or willing to

nodel agai n postconstructi on.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Not nodel. | nean,
nmeasur e.

MS. G LBERT: Measure. Thank you. To neasure
the existing -- the actual condition postbuild.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: To check the maths on the
nodel , | guess. Because this is a -- because the pl ant

doesn't exist, the noise study, the sound |ocation --
was it NM1? -- you neasured the anmbient condition --
you neasured the anbient condition and then you nodel
what the noise fromthe plant woul d be.

So | guess is it a reasonable condition to say,
hey, after the plant's in operation, go out and neasure
and confirmthat the noise |levels that you nodel ed are
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accurate. And then, if so, then | guess that ends the
i nquiry.

I f not, my question is then what? What type of
mtigation is available after the fact |ike that?

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair, that was ny di scussion
about adaptive managenent. So | think that there's a
couple things you could do. |If there's a small nunber
of parties that are inpacted, there's probably sonething
that you can do that's closer to the residents or even
on their property that would i nprove the inpacts.

| also think that there's probably an ancillary
wal |l or other screening that you could do that would
reduce the inpacts. So | think designing that with
whoever seens to be inpacted nakes nore sense to ne
rather than trying to dictate that now. | think sone
ki nd of adaptive managenent plan shoul d be devel oped
wi th whoever m ght be inpacted.

| saw sonmething different in this, and naybe
Christ can explain this to ne.

Christ, maybe you haven't seen this, but |I'm
going to read directly fromthe itemin the petition.

"Measurenents shall include appropriate
A-wei ght ed, unwei ghted, and octave-band data, including
31.5 Hertz and 63 Hertz where technically appropriate.”

Can you talk to us about how your neasurenents
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are different than the neasurenents that were requested?

A BY MR KIRI KIAN: So the neasurenents we took
are A-weighted and they do include the octave-band dat a.

As to limt the appendices size of the noise
study, we kind of conpress the anbi ent neasurenents that
i ncl ude what we use in the report.

We have the raw data that shows that
information. And so in the event that future noise
| evel s need to be taken and then they need to include
these reference levels, they can be conpared to that raw
dat a.

MEMBER HI LL: So what | hear you saying is you
have the octave-band data. You haven't reported it, |I'm
going to guess, in part because nbst ordi nances are
witten around dBA and not around Hertz, and so you
didn't include that because you were trying to match
what nost ordi nances are based on.

A BY MR KIRKIAN: In the nodeling, we do include
an octave band, and that's especially when we have the
manuf acturer data. So the nodeling does take that into
account .

In this particular case, since sonme of the
assunptions that we used we didn't use manufacturer
data, we just used the higher frequency noise as a
result to project a higher noise level in that aspect of
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MEMBER HI LL: That makes sense. |s that data
that you're willing to share?

A BY MR KIRKIAN: Yes. W have the raw baseline
data, so we could share that.

MEMBER HI LL: Would be great if we could just
share that. Because that seened to be, in ny opinion,
what they were trying to get at here.

And | don't totally understand what that neans,
but | guess it's not just the |oudness or the ability to
hear it. |It's a certain anpunt of intensity, tone, or
sonme ot her kind of --

A BY MR KIRKIAN: The | owfrequency humm ng,
that would nost |ikely be masked by the existing
envi ronnent since the existing noise levels are within,
you know, 50 to 60 decibels. So it would just show that
they're going to be masked under those conditions.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | think that's great. | would
like to at | east show that it was measured. | think
that adding that to the public record woul d be good.

A BY MR KIRKIAN. It was neasured.

MEMBER HI LL: Okay.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Nunber 7.

MEMBER HILL: Here is where | feel like I'm
assum ng that they' re getting at the postconstruction
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thing. And this is where | feel Iike SRP is probably --
that's where that adaptive approach makes sense to ne,
if it's needed. | think that's ny concern is that we
don't know that that's going to be needed. So | don't
know t hat we --

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: | guess I'mstruggling to
under stand what woul d you do to reduce the decibel |evel
at the distance after the fact if it's all said and
done, and then how nuch difference is it and what woul d
t he cost be.

"' m concerned with the marginal cost of it. So
you' re one deci bel over, but it's going to cost you
$2 mllion to bring it down that one decibel to conply
wi th the condition.

| nmean, how do you make the determ nation?
Qoviously, if you neasure it and it says, okay, it's
wi thin the acceptable range that we said it was going to
be, that's the end of the inquiry. But if it's not,
what is the threshold before they have to take -- what
Is the termyou used?

MEMBER HI LL: Adaptive nmanagenent.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Adapti ve managenent .

Right. And what's the appropriate threshold to spend to
| ower -- say you're one deci bel over. You know, how
much is -- what is it appropriate to spend to get -- to
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| ower it by one decibel ?
A BY MR- McCLELLAN: |'m not sure what that
t hreshol d | ooks |i ke.

The other concerns that | mght have -- and |
m ght have to ask Christ to help nme out here -- is how
do you parse out what is the inpact fromthe new
facility versus what el se has changed during that tine
frame.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: You woul d have to set a new
baseline, | would assune. It's, like, before -- you
know, in the time frame before the plant goes
operational, you would have to test a new baseline and
then redo the -- and then redo the test after it's in
operation to say, okay, this -- because you set a
baseline to do this initially, but, again, it was done
in 2026. This plant won't be online until 20307?

A BY MR McCLELLAN. Oh, yeah. We'Ill be -- oh,
online? 2032.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Yes. It won't even be
operating until 2032, so the whole entire baseline could
be different. That's quite a bit of tine in between.

So | think we're getting -- thisis -- it's a
lot to figure out.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, | think that we have
di scussed this and considered it. And when we get to
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putting conditions together, we could talk about it.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. Moving on, are we on
Nunber 8 now?

MEMBER HI LL: Yes.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Now, this one here, | think
this has conme up before. Oher plants, that they're
subj ect to county requirenents and you guys are not.

What are your plans for -- is there even a
dark-sky requirenent in Pinal County in this area?

M5. G LBERT: [I'll look to Ms. Justus to
descri be the dark-sky standards.

A BY M5. JUSTUS: Pinal County does not have a
dar k- sky ordi nance, but they do have dark-sky guidelines
that they provide.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Okay. All right. And then
so they're just guidelines or suggestions.

A BY M5. JUSTUS: Best practices.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Yeah. And so people are
free to followit or not, | guess, regardl ess of whether
they're SRP or sonebody else; right?

M5. G LBERT: Right. M. MCdellan can maybe
speak to our intentions with |ighting.

A BY MR. McCLELLAN: Yeah. SRP intends to follow
those guidelines. There's no reason why we wouldn't.

If it does hinder our ability to provide a safe working
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envi ronnent or hinder our ability to effectively operate
the facility, we wouldn't be able to do that.

| don't foresee any reason that we can't follow
these guidelines, so we are willing to put into pl ace,
you know, those design features that are in line with
t he dark-sky gui deli nes.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. Moving on to
Nunber 9.

Decommi ssioning and site restoration. The
county usual ly has requirenents for that, which you're
not subject to, but you guys are self-insured.

| mean, how many energy sites have you
remedi ated? The |atest one to cone to mind is the
Navaj o Generating Station. But then again, that was on
sonebody el se's property, not SRP property, and there
were contractual obligations for that.

MR. DERSTINE: | guess you have a standard
decomm ssioning condition in the CEC. W're fine wth
that | anguage. | think that's what you used in one or
nore of your recent cases. W're fine with that.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Right. And that's in the
CECs that you proposed for the power plant. So it's the
same one we included, | think, for several other ones.

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah. M. Chair, |I'Il just note
that it does sound |like the BESS is the bigger concern,
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and we don't have jurisdiction over that.

But | just have a question for the record.
When Next Era builds and operates this, do you have
deconm ssi oni ng obligations that you put on NextEra as
the operator at sone point?

A BY M5. LAURENCE: W nentioned earlier that
we'll have a ground | ease with NextEra. And in the
ground | ease, there's a deconm ssioning period, and
they' |l have a decomm ssioning plan and they'll be
required to follow that.

MEMBER HI LL: Great. Thanks.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And that's a
decomm ssi oni ng plan dictated by SRP, not the county;
correct?

A BY M5. LAURENCE: Correct.

CHAI RMVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. So, again, NextEra
won't be subject to the county requirenents except
t hrough contractual obligation to SRP;, correct?

|"m | ooking at the |awers for this one.

M5. G LBERT: Yes, | think that's right.
Correct.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: All right. Nunber 10.

MS5. G LBERT: M. Chairman, | think that one is

al so covered by the proposed standard CEC Condition 21
and 22, which would require us to cone back here shoul d
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there be a change to the -- a material change to the
proj ects.

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: Right. And it would be --
yeah. Yeah. Because if you have -- the certificate
approves a maxi mum nanmepl ate capacity. So if you want
to increase that, you' ve got to go to the Conm ssi on and
seek an anendnent to the decision pursuant to AR S
40- 252, and then they determ ne whether or not to send
it to the commttee. The conmttee doesn't have the
authority to amend Comm ssion deci si ons.

MR. DERSTINE: The sanme would apply to the
transm ssion project. |If there's a substantial change,
we woul d have to go before the Conm ssion.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Right. And | guess | ater
we' Il have the discussion whether -- because there's two
circuits. | think we have sone questions about that
comng up too, but the thing is for that one it's
whet her we have one tinme frane to build both or
different tine frames for each one, but that's
typically -- and then the standard condition, if you
want to extend the tine frane, you go to the Comm ssion
to get it altered.

Okay. Then the roadway, dust, energency
access, project-caused infrastructure mtigation.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair, | don't think we
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tal ked about this nmuch. | did have a small set of
guesti ons.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Can you get closer to the
m cr ophone?

MEMBER HILL: | don't think we tal ked about
constructi on managenent very rmuch.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: No, we haven't. That's
what we're on now.

MEMBER HI LL: So | think just understanding --
where is the placemat? Thank you.

| assune your access points are going to be on
Stanfield Road. In this request it's Barnes Road and
Ander son Road. Sone of those are paved and sone of
those are unpaved, | think.

Can you just talk a little bit about traffic
managenment and constructi on managenment and access to the
site when you're going through that? How you're going
to manage traffic? Because | don't think you' re subject
to any of the county planning processes around a
construction project. So can you talk through that a
little bit, M. Mdellan?

A BY MR McCLELLAN: Yeah. As is with a |ot of
the design, we don't have a lot of that outlined yet.

What | can talk to is what we've done on ot her
projects and how we typically nmanage that. And we do
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| ook for routes or delivery routes that are | ess

i npactful to the surrounding community. You do need a
good roadway to be able to make those deliveries,
especially for sone of the heavy equi pnent.

So in the event that we have a roadway that's
not paved or maybe is in poor condition, we would take
nmeasures to upgrade those roads. That could be
w deni ng, repaving, doing whatever we need to to nmake it
safe for the traffic to come in and out of those
| ocati ons.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Li ke the road that was
fl ooded yesterday when we went to go on the tour and had
to turn back?

A BY MR McCLELLAN: Yeah, that's a good exanple
of a route that we would not take for a heavy haul to
bring in a transformer or sonething |like that.

And then as far as routing, historically, we've
worked with communities to route in such a way that's
| east inpactful. So if there's a dirt roadway that
creates a | ot of dust, we wouldn't route our
construction traffic on that pathway, or we could --

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Pave the road before the
construction begins.

A BY MR McCLELLAN: 1'msorry?

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: O pave the road before
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construction begins?

A BY MR McCLELLAN: That's right. Pave it or
manage the dust in sone other way with a palliative or a
solid gravel road if that's applicable. So we would
certainly go through that planning process to make sure
it's safe and, you know, to reduce any inpacts to the
surroundi ng conmuni ty.

And that's through the construction phase.
There will be a considerable amount of traffic both from
the craft workers that cone on site and the deliveries.

Once it's operational, we nentioned there is --
there will be sonme permanent jobs there, but | don't
foresee traffic being inpacted nuch at all during the
operations of either facility.

MEMBER HI LL: And | focused nentally on the
t hermal pl ant because that's our jurisdiction.

For the solar fields and construction of those,
w |l NextEra be obligated to coordinate with the county
around access for that? Usually there's sone kind of
construction plan that's kind of coordinated and fil ed
with the county for traffic managenent and ot her things.

A BY MR. McCLELLAN. | don't know about
obligations. | think that it is prudent that they would
coordinate with the county, and it just nmakes sense from
a traffic control and safety standpoint that they woul d
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take those neasures for safety, efficiency, and then any
upgrades to the roads that they m ght need as well.

MEMBER HI LL: This just occurred to nme, but
when you do need traffic control for certain
i ntersections or other things when you' re noving heavy
equi pnment during construction, do you cover the cost of
that, or is the county obligated to do that?

A BY MR McCLELLAN: I n ny experience, the cost
is attributed to the person that needs that additional
mai nt enance of traffic. So if you need to hire sonebody
to put out cones to shut down a | ane, or whatever
traffic controls you need, the contractor woul d be
responsi ble for that cost.

MEMBER HI LL: So you and/ or NextEra would be
responsi bl e for that during construction.

A BY MR. McCLELLAN: Yeah, on the construction
activity.

MEMBER HI LL: Okay. You tal ked about planning
that out and engaging the comunity.

Once you have that plan in place, is that
sonet hing that you can put on your website so that
peopl e understand what to expect?

And | assunme there wll be sonme signage on the
site that indicates?

A BY MR McCLELLAN: Yeah, that's a really
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i nportant part of managing a construction site.

If you don't give your delivery drivers very
good instructions of where to go, they end up in these
communities lost, circling around, and that's sonething
that we don't want to occur.

So we'll have adequate signage to make sure
that we're providing instructions for those deliveries
so they don't disrupt those communities. And | don't
have any issue with us posting those sort of plans on
our website.

MEMBER HI LL: Okay.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Menber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: | want to go back to the issue
of the flowdown to the contractor liability and
responsibilities in the EPC execution.

If there's a major accident -- and | have seen
this recently by a construction contractor. And you're
not exenpt from SRP for county regul ati ons.

How does that handle for liability clainms and
just general good practice with the public based on
previ ous projects?

A BY MR McCLELLAN: | didn't quite catch all of
that. What | thought | heard was if there is an
accident involving a contractor, howis that liability
handl ed or who's responsible for that liability?
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CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: It woul d depend upon whom
is negligent, isn't it?

M5. G LBERT: | think it depends on -- it would
be very fact specific, Menber Fontes, and al so probably
dependent on the contract and the relationship we have
wth the specific contractor

But | imagi ne your question isn't truly about,
like, the legal ties. |Is there -- nmaybe practically are
you | ooking for how SRP plans to work with the
third-party devel oper here or is --

MEMBER FONTES: | think | had a bad connecti on.
Let nme start again.

So you have an EPC contractor. You're out
there. You are not subject to the county statutes and
permts, but that EPC contractor may. How do you
navi gate that contractually and practically with the EPC
contractor and informthe public?

Hopefully, that's clear for you.

M5. GLBERT: | think that's a little bit
clearer. | think it's worth clarifying that the
contractors would be subject to -- as is SRP, to air,

wat er, and waste-handling regul ati ons.

And to the extent there's a specific permt
that contractor needs to carry out their work, | think
they would nost likely proceed with getting that as
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wel | .

MR DERSTINE: M. MCellan, | guess you can
speak to the fact that in ternms of -- under an EPC
contract, | assume your counterparties or contractors
are required to have certain -- all required liability

I nsurance, bonding requirenents. And to the extent
there is an accident, that m ght be governed by OSHA
regul ati ons and i nvestigations.

So | don't think the fact that, as we've noted,
that SRP is exenpt from county zoning ordi nances in any
way i npacts how we do business with and the potenti al
liability of EPC contractors.

MEMBER FONTES: Is that true from SRP? |
appreciate that, M. Derstine. That's what I'mtrying
to suss out just for the public so they know t hat
al t hough we have an exenption, there's still contractual
responsibility there. Not only for that, but for
| ong-term when you're bringing in major cranes over the
40-year period for powerhouse and turbi ne overhaul s.

Can you speak to that?

A BY MR. McCLELLAN: Yes. W would hold our EPC
contractors accountable for things |ike safety
regul ations. They would be required to carry insurance
that woul d cover any potential reasons -- or any
accidents or anything like that. And then bondi ng,
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performance bondi ng, to nmake sure that they can conplete
t he project.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And licensed too; right?

A BY MR McCLELLAN:. Yeah, they would be licensed
contractors in whatever areas that they're working in.

So, you know, just as M. Derstine said, even
t hough exenpt from planni ng and zoning, we still require
our contractors to conduct business |ike any other
entity would here in the State of Arizona.

MEMBER FONTES: | think that's inportant. |
appreci ate you adding that clarification for the record.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair, the last thing I'1]I
nmention that | feel like is part of this is that we did
establish that there will be a dust control permt
because that's required by the state.

And so all of those dust concerns will be
addressed in that permt; right?

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: That stens from federal and
state |l aw, doesn't it?

A BY MR- HARBIN: Yeah, that is correct. W
require all of our subcontractors and their
subcontractors to obtain the rel evant dust contro
permt.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Dust control applies to
SRP, too, doesn't it?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

680



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 267 & 268 VOL. lll 09/23/2026 681

A BY MR HARBIN: Correct. And we will also
apply for a dust control permt for the operation of our
facility and any construction activities that we woul d
be associated wth.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: That stens fromthe NAAGS,
right?

A BY MR HARBIN: It stems fromthe Clean Air Act
and, actually, nore directly the PMLO nonatt ai nnment
state inplenentation plan, which is a requirenent to be
subm tted and approved by EPA.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Ckay.

MEMBER HI LL: Nunber 12.

| feel like we tried to tackle this alittle
bit insonmuch as there m ght be acoustic inpacts or air
qual ity inpacts.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: What about vi sual inpacts?

MEMBER HI LL: Visual inpacts. | think we tried
to establish that SRP takes any conpl aint seriously and
w |l evaluate those inpacts if they are different than
what was indicated in the application and work on
mtigation around that.

I"'ma little bit hesitant to set a pot of npney
aside just in case that happens. And | also think --
but I'malso sensitive to the Chair's nmentioning about
the marginal cost of things. | think |I took an
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econom cs class at one point.

| "' m curious, just based on SRP' s record, have
there been tinmes when there's been an acoustic inpact, a
vi sual inpact, or another issue and you' ve worked with a
set of private | andowners around a mitigation project to
reduce those inpacts?

Can you say -- can you speak to that at al
just as a -- just trying to understand how you guys
approach these things. Because it has to have happened
at sone point.

A BY MR. McCLELLAN. Ms. Hallows, could you tal k
alittle bit about our involvenent with the Quail Run
Community at the Copper Crossing Project?

A BY M5. HALLOAG: Yes, | would |love to. Thank
you, M. ©Mddellan.

So there is a community that borders our Copper
Crossing Energy Center, and that conmunity knew to reach
out to ny team when they had sone concerns with visuals
of the new sol ar panels that were being install ed.

And so what we were able to do is work with
that community and agree upon providing sone financi al
amount to the HOA so that they could then plant
appropri ate, whatever they thought would | ook nice al ong
the line of the HOA, and they were very pleased with
t hat .
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So that's an exanple of how ny team can sort of
be that liaison to bridge the | andowner or the community
Wi th our construction crews and mtigate any conplaints
or concerns.

MEMBER HILL: | think that goes to ny adaptive
managenent di scussion. And Ms. Justus shook her head.

Li ke, sonetines it's not so much what we do on our plant
side as nuch as we support other people creating their
own defensible space that works for them and that
sonmetine is the cheaper alternative.

So | happen to feel confident about SRP' s
ability to do that and having a track record on that.
don't know how others feel, but, | nmean, that's ny
t hought on that one is I'mtrusting this.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai r man.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | knowit's tinme for a break,
but one thing that has occurred to ne is | also trust
that SRP, based on history that I'm aware of, has been
very good about working with the community and the
peopl e that are inpacted to mnimze the inpacts.

However, we do have a history of putting sone
provisions in the conditions that say that SRP will do
that. Not necessarily noney levels. |'mnot sure.
don't renenber. Coolidge m ght have had sonme nobney
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| evels in the conditions.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: | think those were
negoti ated anounts. It wasn't dictated by the
commttee, |'mpretty sure.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yeah. But | feel very
confortable that we can, you know, regardl ess of how
this is handled that we can definitely address this
particul ar concern that she has.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: All right. Well, we've
been going for 90 m nutes. The court reporter needs a
break. Let's take a 10- to 15-m nute recess.

(A recess was taken from2:30 p.m to

2:51 p.m)

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

Menber Hill, we left off with -- did we finish
with 12?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

MEMBER HILL: Yes. That's ny recollectionis
that we finished 12. W're on to 13.

CHAl RMVAN STAFFORD: We were on 137

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

MEMBER HI LL: Yes.

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: Okay. | think we had
dark-sky. We already covered that.
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Let's see. Has SRP commtted to any comunity
capital i1nprovenents for this -- related to this
project? | don't recall that.

MR. DERSTINE: We have not. But | say that in
terms of we have not at this tinme, but we are, through
Ms. Falk's group, the community benefits group, have
had, as she's testified to, we've had ongoing and for
sone period of tinme discussions with nenbers of the
communi ty about needs, including the -- | think Ms. Falk
already testified that SRP has al ready purchased a van
for the school. W' ve already worked with the community
food bank and understand there's further needs in terns
of the support for the community food bank. |'mcertain
there are other community needs and maybe Ms. Fal k can
speak nore to that if you would I|ike.

So | think the difficulty here is one we'l
have -- you know, | think -- | agree. | nean, |I'm
i npressed by Ms. Herrera's filing and all the things
that she's drafted here. There's a nunber of specifics
about she wants 25,000 annually for 10 years for
Stanfield food pantry, and 50,000 annual basic needs
assi stance. You know, it's a community of 550 people.
I'"'mnot sure that she speaks for everyone.

But, obviously, it's a community w th needs,
and so it's our job to try to work through that and help
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identify those and then figure out a nechani smand a
good way to get those funds into the right hands so that
we're doing good in the community. So that's sonething
we' re working on

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: |'m hesitant to prescribe a
dol I ar anobunt as a condition, really. | mean, | think,
certainly, establishing a forumto work with the
community | think has value, but | don't think I have
enough information to put a dollar anmount on things.

MR. DERSTINE: No, | don't think we do either.

And, you know, if someone is saying, "l want
the school to get a new playground,” there nay be a
nunber of residents who feel like "I don't have kids in
school. | don't want nobney to go to the school. | want
the noney to go here or there.”

That's the difficulty of trying to address
comrunity needs in this kind of circunmstance, but that's
what Ms. Fal k's organi zati on does, and we wll work with
this community to identify those needs and to cone up
wth an appropriate |evel of funding to do that.
think what we're commtted to do is overni ght have sone
di scussi ons and naybe identify sonme of the specifics.

| did listen to the portion of the hearing from
your | ast case and the applicant there was being
encouraged to neet with the community, work with the
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community, conme up with a plan. Not necessarily
sonething that's a condition for the CEC, but |
understand that the commttee wants to understand that
the applicant, and in this case SRP, will work with the
community. W have a history of doing that. And we can
cone up with sonme nore details and maybe information in
t he norning.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. And | think we al so
di scussed the potential for SRP paving or repairing
roads related to -- around the project. You know,
abat enent of the dust, PMLO and 2.5. You know, paving
roads tends to help with that.

MR DERSTINE: Yeah. | think those are anobng
the possibilities of things that SRP can do and w ||
consi der doi ng.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Okay. Menber Di Ciccio, you
have your hand rai sed.

MEMBER Di CI CCIO  Thank you, M. Chair. | do
appreciate it. |1've been listening to this for sone
time now.

So to Gabby's point, too, there are quite a few
things here of these types of conditions that are
definitely well beyond our realm And | just want to
l et SRP know -- and | think they've been great stewards.
|'"ve watched themin the past. |'ve worked with themin
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the past. They do an amazing job. |If you want to talk
about citizen oriented, they are.

But it's okay for themto say, "No, we' re not
going to do that,"” or it's okay for themto say, "No,
we'll take a |l ook at this and not have it be part of the
CEC or part of an addendumto the CEC "

We're an advisory body. At the end of the day,
the Corporation Conmm ssion is the one that's going to be
maki ng t he decision on this.

And sone of that, the $25,000 a nmonth | thought
was well too exorbitant. |'ve just never heard of
anything li ke that before.

But given that, with SRP, you know, as their
attorney just said, they're going to take a | ook at
this. And | just want to |l et them know that regardless
of what cones out of this coommittee here, it's okay for
themto say "This is well beyond the scope. This is
wel | beyond what we're willing to do," or even to the
point of, "Hey, you know, we'll take a | ook at that
further, and we don't want that to be part of the CEC "

You're welcome to say any of that stuff. |
mean, there are a few of us that are quiet here. It's
only because, you know, sone of it we agree with, sone
of it we don't. But at the end of the day, if the
Applicant feels it's beyond the scope of where we're at,
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| would inplore themto say that and to say, "Hey, | ook,
but we still voluntarily would like to do it. W're
fine with that."

But some of this is, | think, beyond nore than
reasonable. And | just want to nmake sure | put that
poi nt out before we vote. Thank you, M. Chair.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: We're a ways froma vote.
We're just discussing -- we're not about to vote anytine
soon. They haven't even given their closing yet.

MEMBER DICICCIO I'mfully aware of that.
appreciate that. But I'mjust trying to lay a
foundation here. You know, |'ve been very patient about
it, too, that -- and | agree that there are definitely
some concerns here.

But at the end of the day, | wanted -- you

know, |ike, Gabby had nentioned earlier, what is it

that we're allowed to do, what are we -- you know, and
what are they voluntarily willing to do.
And | just wanted to |let them know that, you

know, just because there are conditions we're discussing
here doesn't necessarily nean that all of us agree to
t hat .
Thank you, M. Chair.
CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Thank you. We were just
di scussing the comments that have been provided by the
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public to see where the Applicant is, where the
conmttee is, just kind of get an idea of what we're
| ooki ng at.

MEMBER Di CI CCI O. Agreed. Thank you very rnuch.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: In the course of the hearing,
|'ve becone aware of a group of people in the community
that | had not thought about before, and that is those
farmers who |l ease land to farmthat has since been sold
to SRP and sone probably others in other areas.

| woul d hope that the Applicant would al so
consider the inpacts on those farnmers. You know, they
had no control, obviously, over the | andowner's deci sion
to sell the property.

| know that, you know, having lived in this
area for many years, | know that many farnmers do | ease
| and, and the ability to |ease the land and farmit is
what allows themto keep their heads above water.

And | noticed that nuch of the land that w |
be in the solar part of the project is currently being
farmed and that's probably by | essees.

So I"'mnot -- you know, |'ve no suggestions at
this point as to any way to nmake them whole or to, you
know, mtigate their |loss, but that's certainly a group
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of peopl e that shoul d be consi dered here.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: And then this is a question
for the attorneys.

When SRP bought the property, they bought it
subject to the | ease, did they not?

| i magi ne whatever the terns of that |ease were
wth the prior | andowner, you buy it subject to the
| ease, but the | ease nay have a provision that says if
this property is sold, you have X anmount of tinme before
you can be booted off, you know, to have the use of the
property or sonet hing.

What can you tell us about how that shakes out
for this deal ?

M5. G LBERT: | think Ms. Laurence nmi ght be
abl e to answer that one.

A BY M5. LAURENCE: When SRP acquired the
property, they did acquire the property subject to sone
exi sting | eases. A nunber of those have since expired
and, where possible, we've renewed or entered into new
| eases with farnmers.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: |'m assuning is there,
| i ke, a seasonal or annual |ease?

A BY M5. LAURENCE: That's correct. They're
usual | y annual .

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: All right. Does that help,
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Menber Little?
MEMBER LI TTLE: No.
CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: It's useful information,

t hough.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

| want to throw out a couple of ideas here that
| think are low cost ideas. And the first -- we tal ked

about this in the last --

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Can you hear himon the
m crophone? Because it doesn't sound |li ke he's getting
pi cked up.

(A brief discussion was held off the record

with the Court Reporter.)

MEMBER FANT: Anyway, one idea is food trucks.
There's going to be -- what? -- about 300 to 350 workers
out there for about three years. You can commt to
ei ther buying -- you know, if you use food trucks.
don't know how you do |lunchtinme on your sites, whether
you bring in food or bring food trucks in and | et people
pi ck. You could take those from Stanfield. Stanfield
has three or four restaurants.

And if you figure you have 300 workers, if a
third of themuse the food truck and pay 10 bucks,
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that's about 1,000 bucks a day. Four food trucks would
be about 250 per food truck, 1,250 a week, 5,000 a
nont h, that woul d, you know, do about 60,000 a year

busi ness for each of the individual food trucks, four.
["'mcalling it four for the tine being. You can divide
it as you see fit.

But it would be a source of putting incone back
into the Stanfield community. So just a thought about
working with themon food trucks or catering.

Nunber two, the presence of your power plant is
a strong magnet for Casa Grande. And Stanfield is not
i ncorporated. You mght want to work with Stanfield and
hel p them i ncorporate, becone a town, because right now
they're powerless if Casa G ande cones over and wants to
annex all the area around your plant. WlIl, they would
have to deal with the Rancho Santa Rosa, or Santa Rosa
Ranchos, Rancheros, whatever is the correct termthere.
But that would be, |I think, a good civic act.

Now, Casa Grande's border is within six mles,
so you would have to get Casa G ande's perm ssion for
Stanfield to incorporate, but | don't think Stanfield is
much of a threat to Casa Grande. Another possibility of
sonmething that's relatively | ow budget but would help
the people of Stanfield, | think.

And then the final one |I have, you could hire
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| ocal teenagers to do sone of your sol ar panel cleaning.
It'Il be at heights working off |adders, but another
i dea for easy ways to put dollars back in the conmunity.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MR. DERSTINE: Thank you for that.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: So we're done with 13. On
to 14.

Menber Hill1? Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE:  Uh- huh.

MEMBER HI LL: No. 14.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Ckay.

This sounds |ike a comrunity working group.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes. And | think we're all in
agreenent that perhaps we want to at | east consider
t his.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: | guess the devil is in the
details. | nean, | guess sone working groups work
better than others.

But it sounds |ike they have Ms. Fal k's group.
They seemto be pretty involved with reaching out and
interacting and getting feedback fromthe comunity. |
guess there's two. There's Stanfield and then there's
the Santa Rosa Ranchos? |Is that what it's called?

MR. DERSTINE: Correct.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: | guess those are the two
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nearest comunities that are the nost inpacted, the two
nost | ocal communities to the project; correct?

MR. DERSTINE: Well, | think -- yeah, | guess
it depends how you think about it. | think of that
Santa Rosa Ranchos as a housing, you know, |oosely
pl atted devel opnent that's part of the conmmunity of
Stanfield, and then you have the broader -- you have the
Main Street and ot her residents who nmake up the
approxi mately 550 fol ks who are in this census-
desi gnat ed spot of Stanfield.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: 550, that includes both the
areas nmarked in the map of Stanfield and the --

MR, DERSTI NE: Santa Rosa.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: -- Santa Rosa Ranchos?

MR. DERSTINE: That's ny understandi ng, yes.
It's inclusive.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ms. Falk can tell us for
sure?

A BY M5. FALK: | believe it does.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

|"ve done a little bit of thinking. Here's a
suggestion. You could have a comunity council that
neets once a nonth, two people each from SRP, Stanfield,
and Santa Rosa Ranchos and just talk and that would
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facilitate communi cati on between the parties which
builds the community's relationship with the power

pl ant, which is good, because that's -- |I'mbasing it
of f the Texas nodel. Because in Texas, the small towns
protect their refineries and plants, et cetera. You
know, they're big defenders of those locations. So
that's a thought.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. And then on to 15.
| think we already kind of covered this. | think
M. Derstine brought up about the $25, 000, the specific
dol | ar ampbunts that | was |leery of --

MEMBER HI LL: | agree.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: -- putting it in a
condition because | don't think we have enough
information to determne a dollar ambunt. | think it's
nore of establishing sone kind of a process or sonething
for themto coordinate with the conmunity as opposed to
dictating a figure out of thin air. Because we haven't
had evi dence on that particular point, | think.

MEMBER HILL: | just had a question. The way
this is witten, it sounds |ike these were conm tnents
that were made as part of a community presentation. |t
has some specifics about dollar amounts and years of
comm t ment s.

During those public hearings or public
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neeti ngs, were these commtnents made verbally?

A BY M5. FALK: None of these comm tnents have
been made, but | have heard fromthe conmunity that
these are general needs or priorities of theirs, but no
dol | ar anpunts have been confirned either way.

MEMBER HILL: So it says, just for the record,
"The Applicant is requested to nenorialize the
conmuni ty-benefit comm tnments described in its July 2026
community presentation,” and then it identifies those
di fferent things.

So was there a discussion at the July 2026
presentation about investnents in Stanfield' s food
pantry or other assistance?

A BY M5. FALK: There was no di scussi on nmade at
t he open house. There was a board where residents could
wite down priorities of theirs, but none of these
specific things have been di scussed.

MEMBER HI LL: That's actually hel pful. Maybe

that's what she was referencing is the board. Ckay.

G eat.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. No. 16.
MR. DERSTINE: | just wanted to circle back.
On the comunity working group, | think -- you know, |'m

just cognizant and | went back to the docket and | ooked
at what happened with the community working group
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condition in Project Bella, and I know the commttee
filed a request for review and no action was taken on
t hat .

| guess our viewis that we would -- | guess
part of what we'll cone back with is how we m ght
facilitate and work with the community through
Ms. Fal k's organization w thout having a comunity
wor ki ng group condition in the CEC that m ght end up
getting struck down when we get back before the
Commi ssi on.

So | guess we're certainly -- whatever you
decide, if you want to inpose a community working group
and tell us howto formthat and run it, | nean, those
are all the issues that | think create problens for that
ki nd of a condition.

But at the same tine, | don't know that -- |
don't have an easy solution on how you work with an
uni ncor porated conmunity of 500-and-sone people and
identify what needs are, and how you then, you know,
form and operate that kind of an organization. It
certainly can be done, but | think --

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: It happened i n Randol ph,
but, again, they had nenbers of the conmunity that were
parties to the case and they were represented, so it's a
di fferent scenario.
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MR. DERSTINE: And had counsel .

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: But | think the commttee
is going to inpose the conditions that it thinks are
reasonable. And if the Comm ssion disagrees, then they
di sagr ee.

| think perhaps the way it was forned or how
the condition was inposed could be different. | think
we' ve done sonething simlar wthout establishing a
wor ki ng group, but we required themto interact with the
community and then to report what they did as opposed to
sayi ng, hey, here's the makeup of -- pick these people
fromthis area and people fromthat area.

And then | think -- | don't think we're
attached to that format, but | think it's the concept
that there's got to be sone kind of working together to
determine, | think, things |like the mtigation,
especially for visual mtigation.

| mean, with the Santan plant, that was -- you
had the city and nulti pl e homeowner associ ations
i nvol ved and SRP had established a working group before
they even went to the commttee. So that was kind of a
different scenario too. But, again, that's an
i ncorporated city. The honeowners association --

MR DERSTINE: You had an HOA, yeah.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Right. They had nenbers
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and they had representation of people. So that's --
here, it gets nore chall engi ng when you have
uni ncor porated areas that don't have real
representation. They don't have elected officials to
speak for them And especially if they don't have
i ndividuals that join the case as a party.

But | still think there's got to be sonething
in there about working with the community as a
condition. \Wat that actually ends up | ooking |ike at
the end of the day, that's -- the conmttee will decide
t hat when we deli berate.

But | think that we're going to do what we feel
Is appropriate. And if the Comm ssion disagrees, then

they disagree, and that's their prerogative.

MR. DERSTINE: | understand. And | think I
have sone sense naybe -- | haven't |ooked at it in a
while -- of a condition |ike that, the general outlines

inrequiring that the Applicant work with the community.
| think sonething like that is certainly sonmething we
woul d be open to and happy to | ook at.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: | think so. | nean, we did
sonething simlar with the Baccara because it was an
uni ncorporated area, or | think there were people that
were from Surprise or sonething that they were --

MEMBER HI LL: There were a couple of different
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cities there and different interests there.

| just wanted to offer that | think that this
project does feel a little bit nore unique in that the
public doesn't have the opportunity to work through any
county planni ng processes where they mght be able to
I nfl uence the outcone. And so | think that, for ne,
that's why it's raising the level alittle bit to, |ike,
creating sonething a little bit nore formal where we can
provi de sone certainty that they' re going to be engaged
on certain aspects of the project.

But | amcurious to see, with the staff that
you have, what that |ooks |like for you guys and what
commtnents you're willing to make. | don't know that
|'"mthe best person to say it should |l ook like this, but
| know SRP enjoys a certain anmobunt of privilege in being
able to do what they want because they are a state-
desi gnated entity.

But | have al so seen you guys do good community
work. And to the extent there's sone format for that
that we can explain to the public will be part of this
process, you're commtted to it with the talent that you
have, the resources that you have, | think we can
address sone of the concerns that the conmunity has
t hrough that process.

| also have a preference for things not going
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on forever. | don't think working groups need to go on
forever, | think. So | would be thoughtful about what
that comm tnent | ooks Iike.

MR. DERSTINE: | appreciate your comrents,
Menber .

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | appreciate the Applicant's
expressing a desire to see if we can figure out how we
can structure this in the CEC under the circunstances we
al | know exi st going forward.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Was that political enough?

MEMBER HI LL: Can we pl ease tal k about the next
section?

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: All right. Nunber 16.

MEMBER HILL: | think you roll that into
what -- | think that | would ask SRP to | ook at this
section and see if there's sonething that can be
addressed as part of whatever structure or franmework
they're volunteering tonorrow, | assune.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Right. And | think | seem
to recall something in the application about that
there's sonme kind of nonitoring for schools and what not,
but they have to be a certain distance and the schools
outside of that distance. |'minterested to know if the
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Applicant would be -- | don't know -- interested.

Because | think you're going to nonitor al
pol lutants as they're emtted because you have t hat
tracking for the pollution. |Is there a way to say --
you know, put sonme kind of nonitor near the school so
they can have information about the air quality that's
bl owm ng towards thenf

And given, a lot of that's going to be not from
this project. | nmean, there's quite a bit of air
pollution out there that's not fromthe Applicant.

MR. DERSTINE: Right.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: So I'mjust -- | nean, even
if just the nonitoring would be for themfor their
information. Like, "Okay. Mybe keep them i nside
today," or, you know, sonething.

Because, |ike, as we know, there's other things
that are kicking around that's not attributable to the
plant that's bad for air quality.

MR. DERSTINE: Yeah. Yeah.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: And there's probably sone
specific criteria pollutants that would be fromthe
project, but -- like PMLO and 2.5, that's -- there's a
| ot of other sources for that in the area, so -- but |
guess NOx or other ones, they're nore specific to the
proj ect ?
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A BY MR HARBIN:. Thank you, Chairman Stafford.
It is, as you nentioned --

CHAl RMAN STAFFORD: |s that thing on? Because
| can't hear --

MR. DERSTINE: Pull it up closer please,

M. Har bin.
A BY MR HARBIN. Can you hear ne now?

It is very hard to determ ne the source of the
em ssions. As nentioned, there's the Hi dden Vall ey
nonitor that's out there that has a dom nating source
right next to it. There are other commercially
avai l abl e nonitors but their accuracy nmay not be up to
t he EPA st andards.

And as far as notifications, the Pinal County
Air Quality Control District through the AirNow system
does have a notification to alert citizens and anybody
who wants to sign up for notifications of when they
expect high pollution advisories to stay indoors and
t hings of that nature.

As far as commtnents that we would make, |
t hi nk we woul d have to discuss internally.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Right. That's why |I'm
suggesting that and not saying, "Hey, | want to see
this." I1'msaying, "This is an issue. Wat are the
possi bl e sol uti ons?"

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

704



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 267 & 268 VOL. lll 09/23/2026 705

| realize that there's, you know, other
emtters in the area that -- and you're not responsible
for everybody, and we're not seeking to say that you
woul d be.

But 1'mjust saying is there sonmething that you
can do that would, you know, provide information to them
w t hout saying, "Ckay, it's our bad, you know, it's our
fault that this is happening,” but just, hey, is there a
way to provide information to themthat woul d nake them
feel better about the air that they're breathing or at
| east be inforned of what's in the air that they're
br eat hi ng.

M5. G LBERT: As M. Harbin said, | would have
to maybe discuss later. But since the air quality is
within ADEQ s jurisdiction, perhaps it's sonething
sinple like adding a link on the project website to
where the public could go find the infornmation that ADEQ
I's responsible for providing.

Q (BY MS. GLBERT) M. Harbin, do you have
sonet hi ng?

A BY MR HARBIN. Correct. So as a part of our
Title Vor Class | air permt application, our permt
itself will have sone -- typically a sem annual or
annual nonitoring report where we will supply, you know,
total emssions fromthe facility that the public can
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have access to by going through the Pinal County Air
Quality Control District, and we can provi de sone
i nformation on how to obtain that.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: It sounds |like there's
sonet hing potentially that could be done.

Then on to 17. W don't have jurisdiction over
t he BESS.

| think we've tal ked about action plans for the
project, fire plans.

Yes, Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: M observation is we don't have
jurisdiction over the BESS, but neither does the county
at this point. So that's why | feel like there's a
group of folks that -- or a conversation to have with
the community and why we won't be addressing this, but
SRP shoul d be addressing that in sone way.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: But the -- while the county
doesn't have jurisdiction over the BESS, there's
still -- it's got to conply with -- aren't there, I|iKke,
nati onal safety standards of sonething |like you can't --

MEMBER HI LL: We tal ked about the --

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: -- you can't |eak toxic
chem cals all over the place and get it in the
groundwat er and you can't -- there's other requirenents
that it's going to have to neet; right?
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|"m | ooking at a witness that can testify to
t hat .

Q (BY M5. G LBERT) Yes. M. MCellan or
Ms. Laurence?

A BY MR McCLELLAN. Yes. There are a nunber of
standards that will have to be nmet for both the battery
energy storage systens and the solar.

We al so intend to be consistent and NextEra
will be consistent with typical industry standards for
designing and installing those types of equipnent.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: | think it's going to be --
I think it's a proposed condition that you -- we had
from anot her one about having an evacuation plan or
sonething to that nature. And we've included in other
certificates that | think it's included in the
Applicant's draft certificate for the plant.

M5. G LBERT: The energency response plan?

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Yes, that's it.

MS. G LBERT: That is in our proposed CEC
It's a standard condition, if I'mthinking the sane
thing you are.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: But to Menber Hill's point,
| believe that for other applicants that aren't SRP
they have to get those filed and approved by the county?
Is that your recollection?
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But then here they would just be shared with
the county as opposed to --
Q (BY M5s. G LBERT) M. MdCellan, mybe you

coul d speak to that relationship between SRP and the

county. | think you may have nentioned earlier that we
would -- there's sone | evel of coordination with the
county?

A BY MR- McCLELLAN: So for our SRP facilities,
we coordinate very closely with not just the county but
anybody that we're working with as far as | ocal
emer gency responders.

So if we figure out who would be responding to
these facilities, we'll have a nunber of different
things that we do. So that's working through themto
make sure that they're famliar with our plans, famliar
wi th our sites.

We even do -- | call them workshops. That's
not the nane that they use, but, basically, wll cone
onto the site and run through sone different scenarios
so everybody is prepared. In the event that there is a
situation that we need to respond to, they have the
training, they're famliar with the site, and they know
how to go out and do that effectively.

So we'll work with -- whether it's the county,
whet her it's Casa Grande, the Pinal County Fire
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Al li ance, or whoever that my be.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: And | guess they al so need
to have the equipnment in addition to just the know edge.
Because if you know where to go and what to do, if you
don't have the equipnent to do the task, you're kind of
in a bad spot.

A BY MR McCLELLAN: Yeah. And our expectation,
and in the discussions we've had with NextEra, they do
the sane type of things.

You know, a good exanple of the sort of
coordination that we do and it's really inportant is
different jurisdictions have different size nozzles for
their fire trucks. So if we install a nozzle on a fire
hydrant or a tank that doesn't fit that truck, that's
not going to be effective in responding.

So those are the sort of things that we work
t hrough as far as coordination through the design and
t hen when we go through and have these workshops at our
different facilities.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Thank you.

Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

One nore | ow budget idea, and that's giving
access to the locals to supply contracts, bidding supply
contracts. Because you mght find sone |ocal suppliers
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here that would help you. It helps the |ocal folks and
it doesn't -- well, basically, it doesn't cost you
anything to give themaccess to bidding. So just a
t hought .

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair, | think we're on
No. 19. And | think that the nodeling that SRP has
provi ded gives us an indication of the inpacts. The
I npacts are nodest, but | think we can address this by
sinmply limting the water use in the facility, and
that's how we have assurances that the water use isn't
i mpact ful .

| don't know that we need to do nonitoring. |
mean, when | think about all the water that's punped
through this system | do think their use is nom nal.
And if they're limted by that, then it doesn't have a

significant inpact.

| think if it were a different kind of facility

and the water use wasn't limted, | would be nore
concerned about it, but I'mnot.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairman.

| amin agreenment with that.

|"mwondering if there is sonme way that the
public can be reassured or infornmed of the kind of
information that we got today about the water study and
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t he expectation that, you know, even w thout the plant,
the water level is going to -- or the -- I'msorry.
It's late.

MEMBER HI LL: Aquifer.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. That the aquifer
| evel is going to drop.

| just feel like, you know, yes, we have been
reassured, but water is always at the top of everybody's
i st when any ki nd of devel opnment is proposed in
Arizona, as it should be.

And if there's sonme way that the public, in
general, could be perhaps given nore of this
information, it m ght be useful.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: I f they could take the high
points of the presentation fromthe evidence today and
put it to a nore easily digestible formfor the public
to consune fromtheir project website perhaps?

MR. DERSTINE: | think we did include sonme of
the nodeling and basic exhibits that were shared at an
open house. | think we could probably include those or
ot her nmore, you know, user-friendly materials on the
proj ect website just identifying what the anticipated --
what the nodeling shows in ternms of the increnental use
fromthe plant.

MEMBER LI TTLE: It mght go a | ong ways.
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CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: And you have to report your

w thdrawal s of the storage credits to DAR anyway.

MR. DERSTINE: Right.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: | nstead of maki ng them go

to DAR to get them you can put themon there. Here is

how nmuch water we withdraw that was -- actually was

surface water converted to groundwater. However --

that's not the right term nology, |I'msure.

But | think it was the surface water used in

| i eu of groundwater which established the credits, if

that's -- was that the actual testinony?

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah. | nean, even just in your
proj ect description addi ng sonet hi ng about --

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: | thought the w tness was
going to answer ny --

A BY M5. MORA: Yes, M. Chairman. You're
correct.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Thank you.

Menber Hill.

MEMBER HILL: In the project description, just
addi ng a note about your water use. Because all things
considered, like, there's a lot of agricultural
producers that are using a lot nore water in this area.
So that m ght be hel pful too.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD:  Menber Meeker.
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Menber Meeker.

MEMBER MEEKER: Apol ogies. | couldn't hear
you.

M. Chair, | just wanted to add to that sane
sort of vein of thought.

| didn't note that the 500 acre-feet that was
going to be used during construction was anywhere on the
application, but | just think that would be -- if that
can be added or included sonmewhere as, you know, part of
the overall water use.

| feel very confident that the public can
access all of the reporting that's happening. They can
access the long-term storage credit account bal ances,
all of the information that was di scussed in great
detail today. But just noting that there is that
addi tional usage during the construction period and that
it will be purchased from MSIDD, just for the ful
transparency for the public.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Let nme go back and encour age
the Applicant to work with your natural gas service
providers. They're required by regulation to neet
annually with public response -- public energency
response officials regarding their capabilities to
control energencies on the pipelines.
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| woul d suggest that it would be a good
partnership with El Paso and Ki nder Mrgan, as they put
t hose area presentations on, that you becone part of
that presentation and tal k about what your capabilities
are and sone of your work around your facilities as
well. | think it would go a | ong way with buil ding
trust not only with the natural gas service provider but
the community in general.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Thank you.

Are we on to No. 207

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Well, they're going to use
exclusively long-term storage credits for the project
operations in perpetuity. Isn't that what the testinony
was?

M5. G LBERT: Yes, that's right.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. And your inpact on
the overall water table is negligible based on their --
the physical availability of the water.

MS. G LBERT: Yes, that's right.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Ckay.

21. Community emergency notification system
| think this was covered a bit earlier when we talked
about the energency response pl an.

MEMBER LI TTLE: They' ve requested that the
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energency planning area extend at least two mles from
the relevant hazard source. |Is that generally part of
an emergency managenent plan?

MEMBER HI LL: Ms. Laurence, you wal ked us
t hrough the sections of the enmergency managenent pl an,
which was helpful. | think we're trying to figure out,
i ke, a geographic scope, how you normally treat that.

A BY MR. McCLELLAN: We can take a | ook at those
ener gency response plans to see what's specifically in
them | know at other facilities we have taken sone
addi tional steps to work with Pinal County in being able
to notify surrounding conmmunities. | believe it's
called PENS in Pinal County. | don't renenber what that
stands for, but it is -- the EEN-S, | think, is
energency notification system

So that's basically a system where the
community nenbers can go sign up for that. And if
there's an energency, they will get a notification on
their cell phone in the formof a text nessage.

That is sonmething that's been pretty effective
in other conmunities that we've worked in. So | think
we're willing to facilitate inform ng conmunity nmenbers
on how they can sign up for that.

Pi nal County has been an excellent partner in
working with those communities and i nform ng them and
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getting themset up with that type of enmergency
notification system

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah, | don't want to suggest
that two mles is the right approach, but understanding
how you guys approach this would be hel pful.

| also think it depends on what the hazard and
the prevailing winds and all the other things that we' ve
chatted about, how notification happens. So to the
extent you can kind of share your approach to that, that
woul d be fine with us.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: 22. The first-responder
trai ning and speci al i zed equi pnent support.

| think we tal ked about this somewhat. | think
you guys are commtted to filing an energency action
plan, but | think the jury is still out on who is going
to be responding to any energency at the site; is that
correct?

M5. G LBERT: Yes, you' ve said it correctly.
think we're still -- and Ms. Falk m ght be able to speak
toit -- but we're still looking for nore information
about who exactly would be the entity responsible for
the area the project will be located in.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. And informng
everybody who that is seens |ike a reasonable condition
to notify the -- as a conpliance itemfor a condition.
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So, yes, we need to establish who it is. [It's |ike when
you -- because you're not going to be able to do an

ener gency response plan w thout know ng who the

emer gency responder is.

So | think in the condition that has you do
that, when you file your conpliance letter, you just
state who it is, what the planis, that it's ready, that
you have got an appropriate response for any kind of
ener gency situation.

" m | ooking at the nenbers here.

Menmber Fant.
MEMBER FANT: | just wanted to point out, nost
fire departnents -- alnost all, | should say, have

nmut ual ai d agreenents between thenselves. So I'm
willing to bet whoever is the primary responder, you'l
see West Pinal, Casa Grande, and Stanfield out there at
di fferent tines.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman, | would
encourage themalso to include nenbers on the El Paso
Natural Gas line, the diagonal that runs through
Stanfield. Again, by regulation, they will have already
establ i shed a nunber of contacts to deal with
energencies in that area. So that will give you a good
baseline to begin your public awareness program
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CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: | guess through Stanfield
proper, would that be with the energency -- with the
volunteer fire force, sonething they would respond to?

MEMBER COMSTOCK: It could be. And because the
regul ati on on the gas side is a regional approach, it
could be a nuch wi der range than that and nove into Casa
Grande or even over to Maricopa, depending on the nature
of the energency.

So I think you'll get a good list and baseline
if you start with that set of information.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Thank you.

| think now we're getting into sone nore
specific things.

23 is a 300-acre Santa Rosa Ranchos greenbelt,
and then 24 is a 15-foot masonry sound/visual barrier
and vegetative screening.

| think we had some di scussi on when we | ooked
on the tour and then | ooking at the pictures about where
vi sual screening could go. M recollection is that was
at Stop One. And this was with the -- | guess this was
nore -- no. It was the last stop, wasn't it, because
there's the comunity right across the street from where
the plant site would be, but it was close enough to
where if you had trees on the area that the Applicant
al ready owns, could potentially effectively screen it
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visually fromthose residents.

But on the other end, the northwest corner, it
seened that there's a lot of property that's not
bel onging to the Applicant that's between the plant and
the stop sign and that corner where the Santa Rosa
Ranchos begins or a chunk of that. So that would be --
anyt hi ng on your own property would be ineffective
because it's too far away.

And then |I don't know who owns that parcel
that -- against where that intersection was. It | ooked
like it was just a vacant field that had been used for
agriculture but wasn't currently, but | don't know |
don't know what would -- how that woul d work.

Yes, Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair, in ny perfect world,

we woul d be rehabilitating a wash. And | still feel

i ke that should be on the table, but it's not something

that |'m prepared to obligate applicants to do.

| also just want to acknow edge that sonetines
the best screening is in an individual's backyard or in
t heir nei ghborhood rather than up against a plant. And

that's often what creates what | think we cal

def ensi bl e space so that the space that you're living in

and occupying, there's screening close to you rather
than screening far away that nmay not be as neani ngful.
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So, again, | think that, you know, there may be
mtigation down the road. | think there's, you know, a
set of nmeetings to have with the conmunity about those
things, and I think that there's probably adaptive
managenent once the plant is operating around sone of
the visual and sound or other inpacts as they're
identified under operation.

So | think we've not ever obligated an
applicant to set aside conservation |and the way that we
often see in other permtting processes, because those
ot her permtting processes are an effort to mtigate
habitat |loss or mtigate biodiversity or some other
factor. And | just -- | don't think that's really
strong on this site, and so I'ma little bit hesitant to
consider this one this way.

So that's what | have to offer. Those are ny
t hought s.

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: | don't think we can order

mtigation of the BESS seeing howit's

nonjurisdictional. | think for the plant we can.
And for the transm ssion line, | guess we're
not going to have screening for that. I1t's just going

to be nore about where you place the poles, where you're
going to put those.
Yes, Menber Little.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: The way | read this proposa
woul d require the Applicant to purchase 300 acres and,
basically, rehab it and establish a comunity greenbelt
and plant all kinds of stuff in there, which would be
wonder ful, but |I'mnot sure that, as Menber Hill pointed
out, that is -- | nean, |I'mlooking at the map here, and
I"mthinking that, you know, it would require purchasing
all of the property between the plant and the southern
end of that Santa Rosa devel opnent where we drove
through, all of that. | don't know how nany acres that
woul d be.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Lot s.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yeah. | think, personally, I
woul d rather see the rehab of the wash, which would, you
know, definitely increase the area that is reverted to
its natural state probably even nore than a buffer in
there. That's ny opinion.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: And Barnes Road, that was
the one that had standing water in it in the wash, in
the Santa Rosa Wash; correct? Wen we did the tour?

A BY M5. LAURENCE: That's correct.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: How rmuch of that -- how
much is the Applicant going to use that road to
construct the plant, or was it planning on entering from
the north sonepl ace el se?
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A BY MR McCLELLAN: | woul d expect very little.
| think we would cone in on 84 and then head north woul d
be the nost direct access.

And taking large truck traffic or heavy | oads
t hrough that wash woul d be probl ematic.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Right. What is that road?
84 to --

A BY M5. LAURENCE: Stanfield.
CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Stanfield Road. Okay.
A BY MR MCLELLAN:  Yes.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair, if |I could go back
to -- oh, no. |'ve junped ahead. Sorry.

| just don't think we're in a place where we're
going to |l ook at 300 acres of conservation and
greenbelt. | just don't think that's in the cards at
this point.

So I"'mgoing to nove to 24. W' ve tal ked about
this as well. | think that there's adapti ve managenent
to do.

There is a note in here about industrial
surfaces facing the community should use | owreflective,
earth-tone finishes. | think some of the neetings there
was a di scussi on about finishes that were preference and
things like that.

So when you think about, like, things that
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you're already -- based on the conversations you've
al ready had with the community, things you' re already
pl anni ng on including into your design, just state
those. And if these words resonate with you and are
simlar to what you've been thinking, as well, based on
your feedback, it m ght be good to use those words.

But | think I just -- | don't -- | nean, |
t hi nk when we worked on Bella, we |ooked at the cost of
a 15-foot masonry wall and it was astronom cally
expensi ve and may not even do what we needed it to do.
And so that's when we decided working with the community
woul d be the better approach to figure out what's best
to mtigate wth.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Right. And you had
di fferent people wanting different things, and we didn't
know if any of it was going to be fit to purpose. You
know, you could build this wall, but it's, okay, | stil
see -- the view of the plant is totally unobstructed.
It's got a wall down here that doesn't affect anything.

And it was just -- it was just we established a
need to have a process to work out what would get the
nost bang for the buck but didn't prescribe -- | think
we did have a dollar figure for that in the Bell a.

MEMBER HI LL: They did do an estimate.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: We didn't say you have to
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do a specific mtigation nmeasures. You need to set
aside at least this nuch to do mtigation, work it out,
and then | et us know what happened as a conpliance item

So this one, | think, we're | ooking at nore
just having them have a process. Because | think, for
example, like the two spots that I"'mrecalling fromthe
tour, is one seens like it would be pretty sinple. The
ot her one it would be probably nore effective to try to
work with the people who are there and put sonething on
their property that woul d obscure their vision of the
pl ant .

Because, otherw se, you have to buy all this
ot her property and then vegetate one end of it, and it
just seens -- | don't know. It seens disproportionately
expensive to the nunber of people that woul d be inpacted
by the anmount of nopbney and the anount of property that
they woul d have to acquire additionally to what they did
for the entire energy project.

So, | nmean, it just seens it would be nore cost
effective to plant a fewtrees in the front yards of the
peopl e who don't want to see the plant as opposed to
trying to buy the other square mle of property and
forest it up. Depending on howlong it takes the trees
to grow, it could be quite a while before it's effective
at all.
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MEMBER HI LL: | agree.
CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: | nean, it's not like the
Santan plant where it was -- there was nei ghbors that

were right there. So they had a plan to have the berns,
have the trees. And it took the trees a mnute to grow,
but if you were in those nei ghborhoods, you cannot see
that plant at all. So driving away you can see, but
when you're right up on it, it's conpletely obscured.
But, again, that was a negoti ated deal because they had
the city, they had homeowners associ ations that were
participants, and so they had worked on that one.

It wasn't -- and it was -- it had been there.
The plant had been there for a while and the
nei ghbor hood had built up toit. And then when they
wanted to expand it, they had to nmake sone significant
adjustnents to manage the inpacts, the visual inpacts.

Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair. Excellent
I dea.

And maybe one step further would be to have a
comrunity project to plant palo verdes or pal o breas
al ong there, which are inexpensive, don't need a | ot of
wat er, and easy to handle. That could be a comunity
project to help screen.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: And then whoever's land it
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is would have to agree to it. Because they're not going
to show up and plant a bunch of trees in the m ddl e of
the night and vanish. |It's hilarious because that would
be -- that's not a realistic expectation.

MEMBER HI LL: Al right. Nunber 25 is BESS,
and we don't have jurisdiction over that, so |I'm goi ng
to Il et that one go.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: | 'msure they will address
that in their enmergency managenent pl an.

MEMBER HI LL: Yes. Nunber 26, the ag-to-urban/
wat er-rights conservation verification, | think we've
addressed the water approach that generally we're on
board wth and have been customary in our processes.

And then 27, the plant does have continuous air
monitoring. |'mnot famliar enough with BESS, but also
it just isn't jurisdictional to us, so --

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: But the em ssions fromthe
pl ant are continuously nonitored; correct?

MEMBER HI LL: For the plant.

MR. DERSTINE: M. Harbin, fromthe stack

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: From the stack, right.

A. BY MR HARBIN: Yes, that's correct. W wll
conti nuously nonitor direct em ssions from CO and NOx
fromthe stack and use paranetric nonitoring techni ques
to nonitor all other pollutants.
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CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: | nean, | think we tal ked
earlier about some kind of air nonitor near the school.
| guess if you had a nmonitor in both places you could
conpare and say, well, things are showi ng up here that
are not com ng out of this stack. W can't possibly
attribute it to us.

A BY MR HARBIN: A novel idea. | think there's
probably sone concerns or issues of actually being able
to attribute. W're going to be dealing in parts per
mllions fromthe stack, and what you would see at the
school is going to be in a mcrogram per cubic neter.

So | think it would be very difficult even with
a conparison to really correlate any of our mtigations
at the nonitoring site |ocation.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And this one woul d be
val uabl e because you coul d see, especially when you're
not even emtting, what's going on over here, and say,
well, it could be -- the information could have no
correl ati on because, oh, there's other sources that are
comng to this area that you' re concerned about.

Just a thought. |'mnot proposing a condition.
["mjust kind of running stuff past the air guy.

A BY MR HARBIN. Yeah, it's sonething we can
di scuss internally and see if there's sonmething we could
pr opose.
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CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. And then typically
you don't do fence line nonitoring. It's all -- all the
required nonitoring is fromthe stack; right?

A BY MR HARBIN. Correct. W do not do any
fence line nonitoring. W nonitor fromthe stack.

And | go back to, you know, the air quality
nodel i ng that we conducted as part of our application,
we were assum ng worst-case scenari os and conparing that
to the National Ambient Air Quality standards which are
protective of human health and the environnent.

So the fact that we have denonstrated through
that nodeling, as |long as our em ssions on a pound per
hour or gram per second basis do not exceed what we used
in our nodel, we would be denonstrating conpliance wth
t he NAAQS.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Okay. Thank you.

MEMBER HI LL: | think that waps up the 27
requests.

| also think that they probably characterize a
| ot of the public comment, but | amcurious if
there's -- | know Menber Mercer had to step out, and
she's really good at normally picking out the remaining
public comment things.

Are there other public coment outstanding
I ssues that we feel like we didn't talk about in this
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cohort of requests?

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: One thing here | think we
didn't -- No. 26 about the -- we tal ked about it, but --
because, typically, when you see sonething like this, we
have -- there's a nunber of parcels. They' ve been
agricultural uses. They get converted to the Class | --
or isit Cass | or Type |I? Type | water rights and
there's a significant reduction in the anount of
groundwater they're allowed to punp.

In this case we didn't talk about it that nuch
because they're not going to use any of the -- it's all
going to be long-term storage credits where they're
going to acquire the water fromthe district.

| guess | would be interested to know if all of
the land that SRP acquired for this whole energy center,
what was the total groundwater punping rights, and then
now that it's not going to be agriculture, what would
their groundwater punping rights be aside fromthe
| ong-term storage credits. Wat do those nunmbers | ook
li ke?

Because, typically, it's a significant
reduction. Like going back to Project Bella, |I renmenber
it went from-- they had -- the parcel had grandfathered
rights of -- | don't know. |'m nmaking up nunbers
because | don't renenber exactly. Maybe |ike 700
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acre-feet a year. But then when they did the
conversion, it went down to, |ike, 300 or 400 or
something. It was a significant reduction. And | think
they weren't even going to use the full anount that they
had the rights to use.

But then in other cases, it's the conversion
fromgrandfathered irrigation rights, conversion to
Class I, it wasn't that nuch of a difference and it had
sonmething to do with the anount of irrigable acreage, or
somet hi ng.

So I"'mcurious as to what does that equation
| ook like for this? And I'masking for, |ike, the
entire energy center, just the land of the power plant
and the transm ssion lines. And just -- it's not --
it'"s not really -- kind of beyond the scope of the
certificate, but I'mjust curious as to what that
i nformati on or those nunbers are.

Because | think that -- and to this particular
concern, that's what she's tal king about. | nean, you
can point to how nuch | ess groundwat er woul d be punped
by going fromthe ag to the energy center. | think that
m ght be useful information. 1It's not going to be a
condition or anything because it's all well beyond what
the authority of this conmttee is, but |I'mjust curious
what those nunbers are.
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MR. DERSTINE: W can see if -- | think SRP has
sone water experts within the conpany.

But | guess, yeah, the narrative on sone of
t hese pl ant applications where they're converting
agricultural land into industrial use, they are
typically -- and Ms. Mora is going to correct nme and
maybe fix anything that | say that's not correct -- but
that ny understanding and ny experience wth those
projects is that the agricultural use has significant
water rights attached to the land. And once it's
converted, then the reduction in the water rights
converting fromType | to Type IIl, or whatever the
appropriate type i s, you have a nmuch | ower water right
use. And then, typically, those plants are only using a
fraction of their industrial water use rights.

And so that's always a good story to tell that,
you know, previously this land was agricultural |and,
they were using, pick a nunber. And now for our
project, we're using a fraction of that, and it's a
fraction of what we're entitled to use and what we have
a right to use, and we're only using a small portion of
it to support the water needs of our plant. That sort
of narrative and that story doesn't apply here because
we're not -- you know, we've got a plant that's going to
rely on long-term storage credits.
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And as to the construction water or the
addi ti onal water needs, you know, that other than the
operation of the plant, we're getting those from MsSI DD
t hrough an agreenent to supply us with that -- with that
wat er that MSIDD has rights to. So, you know, that
storyline doesn't really apply to this project.

If you're interested and just curious about
what it would be if for all the acreage that SRP
acquired and if it was converted to whatever the Type |
to Type Il water right use, what would SRP be entitl ed
to punp, | think it's going to be a |arge nunber. And
if you're just curious about that math, then we can see
if we can dig it up

Q (BY MR DERSTINE) Ms. Mora, fix everything
that | just said.

A BY M5. MORA: | think you're correct that the
conversion is less if you're going fromagricul tural
uses to nonagricultural uses, and that would be an | GFR
to a Type I.

And so | haven't seen those certificates, and |
don't know what they are accunul ated across the | ands,
SO -- but I do know that it would be a reduction in the
overal | water use.

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: Right. | just -- | would
like to see what that is. | think that would be just
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hel pful to have the know edge of that.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hill.

MEMBER HILL: ['ll offer that if you were going
through a permitting process with the county for the
solar fields, there would have been a di scussi on and
di scl osure at the county about the water use reduction,
and the public is asking that question.

And | know it's nonjurisdictional to us, but it
m ght be the only way that we could answer that question
for the public. So we are curious what is going to
happen with the water rights associated with the entire
energy facility.

What they are, what -- you know, that's, |
guess, what I'mtrying to get at is | am asking nore,
but | also feel like without the county permtting
process that conversation is lost and the public is
asking for that from SRP.

MR DERSTINE: | think we've, in part, answered
that in ternms of what is happening with the water
rights. MSIDD is continuing to hold those water rights
and will continue to use what punping rights they have
to serve their custoners. And we talked a little bit
about how nuch they supplied and all the other
agricultural interests in this area.
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But if you want nore the math on what would the
conversi on and what would the savings be, | --

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair, are you asking for the
conversion math? O are you just asking for the
totality of the water rights associated with the entire
energy center and --

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: Yeah, |1'm asking for what
are the water rights associated with all the | and for
the energy center and what would be the reduction to a
conversion to Class |.

| guess the thing is is that there's certain

wells on the property that are still -- that belong to
or are leased to the district. |Is that what |I'm
heari ng?

MR. DERSTINE: That's correct.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. So those would --
but the owners of the property still would have
groundwat er punping rights. They're not required to get
water fromthe district, are they?

MR DERSTINE: | don't knowif they're required
to. It's my understanding that within the district the
district serves all those agricultural interests, and
that's their water provider for their agricultura
oper ati ons.

Now, whet her they can independently punp and
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use groundwater w thout relying on or receiving that
water through MSIDD, | don't know, but we can -- maybe
Ms. Gl bert knows.

M5. G LBERT: | don't know that. But can
speak to sonething el se you just said, Chairman
Stafford?

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: | didn't catch what you
sai d.

M5. G LBERT: | don't know the answer to that
specifically, but I wanted to clarify sonething you had
said just a little bit ago, if that's okay.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Okay.

M5. G LBERT: You said you maybe were | ooking
for the equations or the math on converting to Type |
But since we're using long-term storage credits, there
won't be a -- there is no equation for conversion
because there will not be a Type | water use.

And I'm |l ooking at Ms. Mora to flag ne down if
' m wr ong.

So | don't think that's a nunber we can provide
because our intended use is long-termstorage credits.
And so the equation or the nmath we do have i s what
Ms. Mora testified to, which is what is in our long-term
storage credit account, and then what M. Laurence and
M. Mdellan spoke to, which is the intended water use
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for the battery and the sol ar parcel.

So that would be -- if I'munderstanding the
context of this, | think that's kind of -- that's it.
That's kind of the universe of water for this project.

A BY M5. MORA: | think you're correct in terns
of the water rights or the proposed demand for the
thermal plant, but if -- correct nme if I'mwong,

M. Chairman. | think you' re asking about the rest of
it.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ri ght .

A BY M5. MORA: And that's what | don't have the
nunbers or the answer to that right now.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: By purchasing all this
property, what groundwater punping rights does SRP have
related to this property?

M5. G LBERT: That total nunber we can cone
back to you, | think, wth.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. And then is there a
change? Because when you initially bought it, it's
goi ng to have agricultural punping rights; correct?

| nmean, it's being farnmed right now, so it's
bei ng used for agriculture. They should have
agricul tural groundwater punping rights; correct?

A BY M. MORA: Yes. Across lands that -- you
nmean where the solar panels wll go?
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CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: The entire all --
everything in blue on the map |I'mtal ki ng about.

A BY M5. MORA: Yes. So anything that has been
farmed likely has an IGFR tied to it.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Right. And then when it
purchased the land, did SRP gain those rights?

A BY M5. MORA: Correct.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. So what is the
extent of those rights? | nmean, we keep sayi ng, okay,
they're not going to punp any groundwater. It's all
going to be long-term storage credits.

If you're not using long-term storage credits,
how nmuch groundwater could you punp fromowning this
| and? How nuch -- first for agriculture uses. Say you

bought it and were going to farmit, how nuch could you

punp?
Now t hat you're not going to farmit, it's
going to be converted to Type I, what is the reduction?
| mean, ignoring the long-term storage credits.
I mean, | think -- because that's kind of an apples and
oranges thing. But | want to -- usually in these cases

we' re tal king about apples. Here we're tal king about
oranges. | want to know what the apples would have
been.

MR DERSTINE: Hypothetically, if we were doing
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the standard kind of conversion fromagricultural to

i ndustrial use and we were converting the agricultura
water rights to industrial, what were the water -- the
agricultural water rights that were associated with the
parcel s, the X nunber of acres that we acquired, and
then -- so | think that's the nunber you're | ooking for;
ri ght?

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Yeabh.

MR. DERSTINE: | don't know that -- we acquired
the land, so I assume that there mght be a way to find
out what were the historical water rights that are
associated with all of the parcels that SRP acquired at
different tinmes over tinme. | don't know that that's an
easy nunber that we can get, but we wll try.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Okay. And then independent
of that, there's the district's right to punp fromthe
wells that it owns -- that it still continues to own on
the property that you bought.

MR. DERSTINE: Correct.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: So |'m not concerned wth
that so much. | nmean, if you know what that is, that's
kind of interesting to know, but |I'm nore concerned with
the rights that SRP has and what they're -- how nuch
groundwater that they're not going to use.

MR. DERSTI NE: Ckay.
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CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Does that neke sense?

MR DERSTINE: | think I understand it, yeah.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Ckay.

MR. DERSTINE: |'m hopeful we can get you a

nunber. See if we can.

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: And it's not -- it doesn't
have to be exact. |I'mnot going to check your nmath.
I"mjust going to -- I'"'mtrying to get a ballpark figure

of what we're looking at for this.

MR. DERSTINE: Wth the idea of being able to
gi ve sone nagni tude of the water savings by not -- by
converting this land fromagricultural to the different
uses that are being placed for the energy center.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Right. And beyond that,
you're not even using that. You're using the long-term
storage credits.

MR. DERSTINE: That's right.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: So, | nean, it's like first
reducti on, bonus reduction. It's the apple reduction
and then orange reduction.

MR. DERSTINE: This is what the reduction would
be, but we're not even doing that because we're using
| ong-term storage credits.

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: Right. | think that would
be useful information.
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Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: And in Pinal County, under their
AMA, certain water rights can be detached fromthe
property and sold i ndependently, so it takes a while to
figure out what the rights are in each parcel.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you for asking that
gquestion, first of all.

Second of all, should we go on to Ms. Herrera's
recently filed?

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: All right. Have we been
going for 90 m nutes yet?

COURT REPCORTER: |I'm not sure, but | need a
br eak.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: W th that, we will take a
15-m nut e recess.

(A recess was taken from4:05 p.m to

4:19 p.m)

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: Did | have a job here?

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Wel |, which one are we
going on to next? W had several comments fromthe
community that we were | ooking at.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC  602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 267 & 268 VOL. lll 09/23/2026

MEMBER LI TTLE: | thought we were going to go
on to the filings from M. Herrera.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Right. We did the first
one. She's got one or two nore, | think.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes. The one |I'm | ooking at
first was filed yesterday at 5:52 p.m and docketed on
the 23rd of Septenber. That would be today; right?

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD:  Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: This norning at 8:00.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And anot her one that was
docketed at 8:52 this norning.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yeah.

VEMBER HI LL: | haven't had a chance to | ook at

it. Can you characterize any additional things that we

haven't already tal ked about?

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: |'m | ooking at the first

one tal king about the acoustic assunptions used for the

BESS equi pnent .

MEMBER HILL: | think --

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: VWhich we don't have
jurisdiction.

MEMBER HI LL: As nuch as | recognize that

concern, like, | just don't think we're in a position to

mtigate the BESS.
CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ri ght.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: | think nore than the BESS
itself was the cunul ative -- that she has addressed the
cumul ati ve effects of the people that live close to al
of these facilities, not only hearing -- you know, the
studies were done with what it |ooks like today as far
as noise is concerned and the thermal plant.

But particularly that one group of hones that
was across from where we stopped, one of our stops,

t hose people are going to be hearing the BESS. They're
going to be hearing whatever noise, if there is any,
fromthe solar plants, as well|l as whatever corona noise

there is fromthe transm ssion |ines and the thernal

pl ant .

And her concern is that the cunmul ative effects
are necessarily what people will be hearing and that
that should be studied. | don't know what we can do

about that, though.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: The noi se study did | ook at
the BESS and the thermal plant, if ny recollection of
the testinony is correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | thought it was just the
t hermal pl ant.

A BY M5. JUSTUS: The Chairman is correct. The
noi se study included both the BESS and the thermal plant
and included the analysis with all of them operationally
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together at the sane tine. So it is a cunul ative study.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Okay. M ni st ake.

Okay. And she also requested that -- and,
agai n, you know, this is not ny area of expertise, so |
understand it, but necessarily that the cunul ative
effects be -- the overall A-weighted sound | evels be
nmoni tored, overall C-weighted sound |evels, unweighted
or Z-wei ghted, and one-third octave-band data be
provi ded, particularly within approximately 20 Hertz
t hrough 250 Hertz narrow band or other appropriate tonal
anal ysis where identifiable tones are present and
predi cted cunul ati ve frequency specific |levels at the
nearest affected residences.

| "' mwondering if perhaps our noise expert, if
he's still here?

A BY M5. JUSTUS: Unfortunately, he had to | eave
to join an open house el sewhere in Pinal County for the
eveni ng.

| can speak to what he stated earlier that the
noi se studies are A-weighted and do take into account
the bands that are referenced in there.

There are some ternms in there I'"mnot famliar
with, but earlier we did tal k about the raw data from
the study having many of those elenents to it and that
we could provide that raw data, which would be a
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basel i ne of what was taken in the field readi ngs and
then also shared with regard to the nodeling.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And | thought it was
nmeasured at the nearest residences as opposed to the
property line. It was. That's what the study was
| ooki ng at.

MEMBER HI LL: Right.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Okay.

A BY M5, JUSTUS: Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: You know, | have sone interest
in -- we hear from people who actually live next to the
solar fields and the BESS who have told us they're
noisy. The noise is irritating. W have to run nusic
24 hours a day in order to nmask the noise.

And yet the dBA | evels, nmeasurenents that we
see, don't reflect that, and | would be curious to know
nore about this. And, clearly, some of the public is
interested also. |I'mnot quite sure where we go from
here with that.

A BY M. JUSTUS: |If we could put up the noise
study slides, | can do ny best to respond to that in the
absence of our expert.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay.

A BY M. JUSTUS: |In this particular exanpl e,

w th the BESS on, our various noise nonitoring spots are
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each, | would say, approximately a mle and a half to
two mles away fromthe BESS. So when we're tal king our
cl osest residence, we're neasuring here and here and

her e.

And the BESS is in this |ocation, but you can
see, based on the colors of the concentric rings com ng
out, if you are much closer to the BESS, if you are, you
know, near this area that is red into orange or getting
into lighter orange, if you lived in closer proximty,

t hose | evel s woul d be hi gher.

So seeing |lower levels in this study, | think,
is partially reflective of the distance of the hones
where we neasured as opposed to perhaps ot her projects
that you or others nmay be famliar with where people are
in closer proximty and, therefore, may hear sonething
| ouder |ike a 45, a 50, or a 55.

In this case, our residents are not necessarily
as close to this as we may see in other projects.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, I'maware of that. [|I'm
just curious about whether this particul ar nmeasurenent,
the dBA neasurenent, is it gives us a different picture
than sonme of these other neasurenents that have been
requested, and I know | don't know the difference.

|"mnot quite sure how to handle this, whether
| need to do sone honework tonight.
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MEMBER HI LL: So we would like to | ook at the
Hertz piece because | think that is neasuring sone of
the tonal stuff that we' ve tal ked about.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Correct.

MEMBER HI LL: And understand the inpacts of
t hat .

| think what we run into is nost regul atory
environnents -- and | realize that the power plants are
not subject to sound regulation. But in the country,
nost sound is regulated by the dBA stuff or the --
that's usually what the prescriptionis. And so | think
we're in a new world where --

(Audi o di sruption.)

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you for trying to inprove
t he sound.

W're in a new world where there are other
acoustic inpacts that we don't really -- that we don't
regulate. And so | think | definitely appreciate the
guestion. | think it is worthy of a |onger term
di scussi on about the evolution of how we eval uate
acoustic inpacts, but we're not in a place where we have
really good guidance on this even if we had the data.

| feel like | sound insensitive, and | don't
mean to sound insensitive. But nost of these policies
around noise are in this nmetric and in this nmeasurenent.
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And | acknow edge that it may not be sufficient in the
world that we live in today, but that's all that we have
to go on.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well said. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Any ot her -- another point
you raised was is there an effect on the livestock from
the noise. | don't think |I've ever heard of |ivestock
being affected by noise froma plant or a BESS or
anything like that.

Has anybody ever |ooked at that? |Is that sone

brand new thing or --

MEMBER HILL: | think that there have been
wldlife inpacts with different acoustic inpacts. [|'m
thinking bats. |I'mthinking there are sone aninal s,
particularly at night, | think, that operate off of

acoustics in sonme way, shape, or formthat have been
i npacted, but they probably stay away fromthose
facilities because those are problematic.

| have not heard of anything or any studies
related to |ivestock

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Li vest ock.

A BY M5. JUSTUS: It nay be hel pful, | had shared
the additional questions that you're referring to with
M. Kirikian earlier today, and he did e-mail ne sone
responses. So | can share what he wote regarding these
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ani mal and |ivestock questions.

MEMBER HI LL: That woul d be great.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Pl ease.

A BY M5. JUSTUS: One of the questions was did
t he anal ysis eval uate operational noise effects on
i vestock, farmanimls, donmestic animals, or wildlife.

And his witten response was |livestock in
agricultural settings are routinely exposed to |evels
far above those the project would produce. Published
review of the subject reports farm machi nery exposure
aver agi ng roughly 90 deci bel s over a worki ng day.
Screening criteria used in that |literature are on the
order of 70 decibels, L DN, with a maximumcriteria of
90 to 100 decibels. Modeled project L_DN at the
assessed |l ocations is between 36.9 decibels at NM1 and
40. 2 deci bels at NM 2, roughly 30 deci bels bel ow the
nost precautionary of those figures.

And t hen the next question, sonewhat rel ated,
did the anal ysis consider that ani mal hearing
sensitivity and frequency changes differ from hunman
heari ng?

And his response was A-wei ghted -- A-weighting
refl ects human heari ng response, as the comrenter
correctly notes. The concl usion does not depend on the
wei ghting used. Mbst published literature associ ates
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adverse effects wth sudden high-1level events rather
t han steady sound, and the project is a continuous
source at levels far below the screening criteria
appl i ed.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. That's good
i nformati on.
CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Anything el se on this one?
MEMBER HI LL: No questions from ne.

| want to be careful about not -- if there's
sonething filed tonorrow, like, I want to be careful
about that because there's -- | think there were two

filings today, and one goes into her concern about the
SPP Mar ket and sone other things, so | feel like -- and
there are additional questions about the BESS system

So this looks like it was docketed this norning
as well, supplenental public coment.

So | just want to be careful. | think it's
wort h eval uati ng and aski ng questi ons about these
things, but, like, |I don't think we need to talk -- 1
don't think we can do any nore with BESS. | don't think
we are prepared to tal k about the SPP Markets+ future
operation. | think there's some conments or questions
about ED3 who's not present.

So | appreciate the conprehensive nature of al
of these questions and maybe there's a conversation to
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have with SRP, but | just don't -- | think we're noving
away fromthe purpose of the hearings that we're hol ding
today at this point.

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: One rel evant, | think,
concern is about the second circuit. Because | think
the testinony was that this energy project will work
with the first circuit for the transm ssion |line, the
267. But then they're going to potentially add the
second circuit later on as you have additional needs.

| thought we tal ked about this, but I wasn't --
I"mnot recalling exactly what it was. |'mgoing to do
my best to guess, and let ne knowif | got it right or
not .

But the second circuit was to all ow ot her
projects to tie into the new substation; correct?

A BY M5. LAURENCE: That's correct.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Ckay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, if | understand
your question, the one circuit is -- or one pole |line
which has one circuit on it is going to be used for the
sol ar project. The second -- and that's the | onger one.

The second pole |line which has one circuit on
it will be used for the BESS.

The second circuit that they keep talking
about, in ny understanding, is the second circuit
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capability on each pole line.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Right. They're going to
run a line fromthe solar collector into the substation,
aline fromthe BESS into the substation, and both of
those lines will be capable of carrying another 230kV
circuit the entire length of the line. That is ny
understanding. |Is that correct?

A BY MS. LAURENCE: Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So in order to -- for the ful
bui | dout of solar and BESS, the way they plan to operate
it, they need both |ines.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: No. M understanding is
that it will -- this whole project will function with
the one -- with the first 230kV line, but the second
line would be added later to allow additional |oad or
generation to connect to the new substation.

A BY M5. LAURENCE: M. Chairman, the way you're
describing it is correct.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So wth the first line, you
woul d pick up the solar output and then drop into the
BESS substation, and then out of the BESS substation
into the Marigold Substation.

A BY M5. LAURENCE: The 230kV line that connects
fromthe solar collector substation to the new 230/ 500kV
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substati on would not have a stop in it at the BESS
col l ector substation. So it just continues straight by.
You woul dn't see any connection fromthat transm ssion
line into the BESS col | ect or substation.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Then how can one |ine serve the
whol e project?

A BY M5. LAURENCE: The second line is on a
second set of poles.

MEMBER LI TTLE: That's right. But | think what
the Chairman says is that you don't need that second
line in order to serve the solar and the BESS.

A BY M5. LAURENCE: Sorry. | think what we're
tal king about is the second Iine that would be on each
I ndependent set of poles.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: That's what |'mtal ki ng
about. There's going to be one line on double-circuit
capabl e poles fromthe solar collector substation to the
new 230/ 500kV substati on, and then another |ine going
fromthe BESS coll ector substation to the 230/500kV
substation on a separate set of poles that are
doubl e-circuit capable.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Right.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And then at some point in
the future, they could string a second circuit on either
of those I|ines.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Right. But you still need both
pole lines initially.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Yes. Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. | m sunderstood what you
were saying. My apol ogi es.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: They don't need the second
circuit on each set for this plant -- for this whole
energy center to operate. That's for potential future
adding in additional generation and/or | oad.

A BY M5. LAURENCE: Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: For future things, it's
just -- we can -- it wll nake getting another |ine
easi er because it's got existing poles.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Costing 50 percent nore.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And then | think we had --
| think the initial one, the application and the initial
proposed CEC just had a 10-year tine frame for both
circuits.

| think we had sone discussion. The Applicant
was going to discuss it anobngst thensel ves whet her or
not they wanted to have two different tinme franes for
each circuit.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And by the second circuit,
you' re tal king about the second circuit on each of the
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two pole |ines.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: Right. Because we're going
to approve -- the CEC would be for the two |ines on
doubl e-circuit capabl e pol es.

So we woul d have standard 10-year for the first
two |ines, and then each |line could have a second
circuit. Wuld that also fall under the sane 10-year
time franme or would it be longer? That was the
di scussion the Applicant was going to have and get back
to us, because they had currently -- in the current
exhibits for the proposed CECs, it had just a 10-year
time frame for both circuits.

MR. DERSTINE: W would like to have the
20-year termfor the second circuit.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Okay. All right. That was
easy. The inportant thing is we all understand what it
is we're being asked to approve.

Any ot her further questions on these?

MEMBER HILL: | don't have any.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD:  Yes.

A BY MRR. McCLELLAN. M. Chairman, | would Iike
to circle back to the water issue that we were talking
about. And we nentioned that it mght be difficult to
get the actual water rights that are associated with the
properties that we've acquired.
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We did do sone estinations on what the existing
use of water is for the | ands that we have purchased.

But we acquired about 5,000 acres of property for the
proposed Marigold Energy Center. O that 5,000 acres,
about 4,600 is used for agriculture today. W estinmated
about four acre-feet per year, per acre. That equates
to around 19, 000 acre-feet on an annual basis for

exi sting uses today.

When we | ook at our projected use on the entire
site, that's maxi nrum about 206 acre-feet, plus the
15 acre-feet that we're |ooking at for the solar and
storage, projected use is 80 acre-feet and then 15
acre-feet again for solar and storage. So when we
conpare that existing use that we estimted to what
we're projecting for the proposed facilities, it's about
a 99 percent reduction.

And |I'm not representing that that's the actual
water rights that are associated with that, but we think
that that's a pretty good estinmation just froma context
and a magni tude basis of what the use | ooks |ike today
versus what we'll see in the future with the Marigold
Energy Center on the site.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Okay. Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Menber Little.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Based on that and j ust

instinctively, I"'msurprised that the scenario with the
pl ant causes any decrease at all in the depth of the
aqui fer.

A BY M5. MORA: Thank you for the question.

I n the groundwater nodeling, we did not account
for any reductions of punping on any of the |ands, the
solar lands. W left all of the reported 2025 punping
const ant.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. That explains it,
and that's very conservati ve.

A BY M5. MORA:  Yes.

CHAI RVMAN STAFFORD: Thank you. That was
hel pful .

Al right. Ws there anything outstanding that
the Applicant was going to address or was that the |ast
t hi ng?

Menber Hill.

MEMBER HILL: Can | ask a question?

If we could |look at Exhibit 24. It's the
nitrous oxide concentrations cumulative plot, which is
kind of like the plume map, if you will, or kind of
where we'll see the concentrations show up.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: That's right. You weren't
here for Exhibits 24 and 25.
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MEMBER HI LL: | apologize. | caught up on 25,
but I think 24 | just had a question about. | just want
to make sure | understand it. | don't knowif we're

going to bring it up or not.

Okay. So when nitrous oxide -- when NO 2 cones
out of the stacks where the star is, these are where
they're di spersed over the first hour? |Is that how I
read this map?

A BY MR HARBIN. So these are the receptors
from-- let ne go back. | don't know which slide it
was. We had the map that showed all of our receptor
grid.

These are the receptors that during our
significant inpact |evel analysis showed an inpact
greater than the established SIL. So we don't show all
of the receptors here. You'll notice nost of these
receptors are in nountainous areas where the el evation
i's higher.

And, again, the one-hour NO 2 concentration is
based on that worst-case hour, that scenario that we
nodel ed. And so you'll see here the star, as you
nmentioned, is the |location of Marigold. And going out
fromhere, you'll see we have a cluster. This is on,
think, MIller and Wiite and Parker Road. That's where
we actually see our nmaxi mum concentration. And this is
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i ncl udi ng the background concentration fromthe Buckeye
nmonitor as well as the nearby sources, including the ED3
facility which is just to the north of that maxi num
concentrati on.

So these are just the areas that we had a
significant inpact to and we denpnstrate the NAAQS
conpliance for.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

So these are actually places where there are
air nonitoring equipnment that -- when you say
receptor --

A BY MR HARBIN. So the receptor is a data point

that we put into the nodel. W have it at the fence
line. [It's about 25 neters apart and we kind of -- as
we go out further, we step -- we get alittle bit nore

spread on them

So these are just points in the nodel that we
cal cul ated what our inpacts would be. They' re not
actual nonitor data. They're just the -- they're not
actual nonitor data. They are nodel ed dat a.

MEMBER HI LL: Okay. So for lack of a better
term kind of the NO 2 plunme noves to the sout hwest off
the site, for the nost part, or is -- I'mlooking at the
bl ue and the purple.

A BY MR HARBIN. So this is -- it is going to be
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dependent on the neteorological. So this is, again, the
wor st -case scenario. So it looks |ike during that tine
it mght be blowing fromthe east to west, and there
mght be a little bit of a southern direction as well.

MEMBER HI LL: OCkay. Okay. |I'mjust trying to
under stand these things, so thank you.

A BY MR HARBIN. No problem

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair, | don't think I have
any ot her questions. There's a couple of things that I
want to read tonight and think through, so | would like
to reserve naybe the opportunity to ask three to five
guestions tonorrow, but | think I feel like |I have
enough i nformation for deliberation.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Thank you.

Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairman.

| would like to ask the Applicant sone
guestions relative to the input that they received at
t he open houses and for both renote and in person. |
woul d prefer to do it in the norning rather than
t oni ght .

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: It is 4:47, so | guess we
will not be hearing your closing this evening,
M. Derstine.

MR DERSTINE: W can take up the remaining --
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what did you say? It was 4:47? The few mi nutes we have
|l eft and get that out of the way, and we can stil
reserve tinme for questions. Whatever you prefer.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: | think it would probably
be nore appropriate to hear the closing after we're done
guestioning the w tnesses.

MR. DERSTINE: That's fine.

MEMBER HILL: | usually save this for the end,
but I'Il take a couple m nutes here.

So I'mgoing to attend renotely tonorrow.
Forgive me. 1've got sonme famly things that | want to
do and was planning on doing. So | wll be
parti ci pating.

But | just -- while I'"'mhere just want to
express a lot of gratitude to the Applicant for working
through all of these things with us. W're trying to
digest a lot of information and figure out how to pull
it all together into sonething that nakes sense for you
and makes sense for the public.

So | just -- heartfelt appreciation for
spendi ng the tine, explaining the things, going through
things with nme, allowing ne to be alittle nessy
sonmetines, so | appreciate it.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Thank you.

Anyt hi ng el se from nenbers before we recess for
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t he eveni ng?

(No response.)

09/23/2026

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Hearing none, we stand in

recess until 9:00 tonorrow norni ng.

(The hearing recessed at 5:00 p.m)
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
) Ss.
COUNTY OF YUMA )

BE IT KNOMWN that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs were
taken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done
to the best of ny skill and ability; that the
proceedi ngs were taken down by ne in shorthand and
thereafter reduced to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of
the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out cone her eof.

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical

obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and
ACJA 7-206(J)(1)(9) (1) and (2).

DATED this 30th day of Septenber, 2026, at

Wt Sl

M CHELE E. BALMER
Arizona Certified Reporter
No. 50489

| CERTIFY that GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC,
has conplied with I ' forth in
ACJA 7-206(J)(1).

e s

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Arizona Registered Firm
No. R1035
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