© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 204 PREFILING CONFERENCE 05-04-2022

BEFORE THE AR ZONA POVWER PLANT LS- 227
AND TRANSM SSI ON LI NE SI TI NG COW TTEE

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLI CATI ON
OF SALT RI VER PRQIECT

AGRI CULTURAL | MPROVEMENT AND
PONER DI STRI CT, | N CONFORVANCE
W TH THE REQUI REMENTS OF ARI ZONA
REVI SED STATUTES, SECTI ONS

40- 360, et seq., FOR A

CERTI FI CATE OF ENVI RONMENTAL

g DOCKET NO.
)
)
)
)
)
COVPATI BI LI TY AUTHORI ZI NG %
)
)
)
)
)
)

L- 00000B-22-0113- 00204
LS CASE NO 204

PRQJECT HUCKLEBERRY, AN

APPROXI MATELY HALF-M LE 230 KV
DOUBLE Cl RCUI' T TRANSM SSI ON LI NE
AND ASSCCI ATED | NTERCONNECTI ON
FACILITIES WTH N THE A TY OF
MESA, MARI COPA COUNTY, ARl ZONA.

PREFI LI NG CONFERENCE

At : Phoeni x, Ari zona
Dat e: May 4, 2022
Fil ed: May 12, 2022

REPORTER S TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS
(Pages 1 through 20)

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Court Reporting, Video & Vi deoconferencing
1555 East Orangewood Avenue, Phoeni x, AZ 85006
602. 266. 6535 adm n@l enni e-reporti ng. com

By: Carolyn T. Sullivan, RPR
Arizona CR No. 50528

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ

1



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

-bwl\)l—‘%

LS CASE NO. 204 PREFILING CONFERENCE 05-04-2022

| NDEX TO EXHI BI TS

DESCRI PTI ON | DENTI FI ED

Proj ect map 6

Hearing | ocation map 6

Hearing sign | ocations 6

Draft Notice of Hearing 6

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535

www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ

2



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 204 PREFILING CONFERENCE 05-04-2022

BE | T REMEMBERED t hat t he above-entitl ed and

nunbered matter cane on regularly to be heard before the

Ari zona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Commi ttee, commencing at 2:01 p.m on the 4th day
2022, with all participants appearing via

vi deoconf er ence.

BEFORE: PAUL A. KATZ, Chairnman

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

JENNI NGS, STROUSS & SALMON, P.L.C.
M. Al bert Acken

One East Washi ngton Street

Suite 1900

Phoeni x, Ari zona 85004

and

SALT RI VER PRQIECT

Ms. Alysha G | bert

Att or ney

P. O Box 52025

Legal Services PAB381
Phoeni x, Arizona 85072-2025

ALSO PRESENT:

Kevin Whol fol k, SRP, Project Manager
Davi d Felix, SRP Regul atory

SFSS

Tod Brewer, Assistant to Chalirnman Katz

of May,

M chel e Maser, SRP, Senior Legal Speciali st
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CHWN. KATZ: This is the tine set for a
prefiling conference in the matter of the application of
Salt R ver Project Agricultural |nprovenent and Power
District for a Certificate of Environnental Conpatibility
to authorize the project Huckl eberry or Huckl eberry
Project. And | won't go any further. This will probably
be ending up | abel ed as CEC No. 204 unl ess sonething el se
sneaks in ahead of it.

But | would ask counsel -- 1'll ask M. Acken,
who | believe is counsel for SRP in this matter, if he
woul d, to please identify hinself for the record.

MR ACKEN. Good afternoon, M. Chairnman, Bert
Acken of Jenni ngs, Strouss & Sal non on behalf of the
applicant, Salt River Project Agricultural |nprovenent
and Power District. Wth ne is ny co-counsel, Alysha
Gl bert, in-house with Salt R ver Project; Kevin Wolfolk
is the project manager for this project; David Felix from
SRP Regul atory; and M chel e Maser, SRP Legal .

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you very nmuch. Thus far, on
what ever outreach has been done, has there been any
identification of possible intervenors in this matter at
all to date?

MR ACKEN. The only potential intervenor at
this time that we're aware of is the City of Mesa. W
actually spoke with themthis norning. They are
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considering intervening, certainly in support, but
perhaps to the extent that there are questions about
Mesa's role in the project, simlar to how they
intervened in the project Red Hawk matter, which was
anot her datacenter in the Cty of Mesa.

CHWN. KATZ: That's a "maybe" right now, and
t hey absol utely know what's goi ng on.

Has there been any public interest -- and | know
it's early in the process -- expressed either for or
against the project in terns of public as opposed to
governnental interest?

MR ACKEN: SRP has conducted a nunber of
virtual open houses and now an i n-person open house
yesterday in addition to the standard suite of outreach,
post cards, social nmedia.

There has been sone interest. There is a
residential comunity just to the southeast of the Meta
facility where the actual datacenter is going to be
| ocat ed, and so there have been questions fromthe
comunity. | would characterize it as nore in the nature
of curiosity, sone concerns about having a datacenter
next door, sonme concerns about transm ssion |ines, but
not hing significant at this tinme that we have identified.

CHWN. KATZ: And outside of the Gty of Mesa and
Mari copa County, are there any other interested parties

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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t hat have to be notified?

MR. ACKEN. Yes, M. Chairman. A significant
portion of the transmission line will be |ocated on State
Trust land. And so this is approximately a half-mle

doubl e-circuit 230kV transm ssion |ine and associ at ed

i nterconnection facilities. Mst, if not all, of the
transm ssion infrastructure will be on State | and. The
substation will be on private | and owned by Meta.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. And just for the record,
|"ve received, | believe, three maps from you.

The first one just is a map illustrating the
project, which we will consider to be CEC Prefiling
Exhi bit No. 1.

The second one | have is another map show ng the
| ocati on of the hearing venue in Mesa, which we'll called
Prefiling Exhibit 2.

Prefiling Exhibit 3 is another nmap that depicts
the various sign |locations where signs either have been
or wll be placed.

And the last thing that | have received from
you, M. Acken, is the draft Notice of Hearing, which we
can |l abel as Prefiling Exhibit No. 4.

But are there any changes to those docunents
that we would need to nake, at least at this tinme?

MR ACKEN: No, not at this tine.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN. KATZ: ay. And let ne just ask you,
because | nentioned the Notice of Hearing. | can start
on the 27th, but | just wanted to run this by you. |I'm
goi ng back to M chigan and then to Ghio for a 50th
weddi ng anni versary celebration. | |eave town on June
18th, and | get back Sunday, the 26th. Assum ng no
conmplications, it's easy for ne to get from Scottsdale to
Mesa.

| just didn't know whet her we shoul d consi der
possibly -- | don't think there will be a need to, but
"Il just throwit out -- noving the hearing start date
till Tuesday, the 28th, instead of Monday, the 27th.
VWhat are your thoughts?

MR. ACKEN:. Logistically, | think we can do
that. M request, if we were to do that, is to start
earlier on the 28th since we'd be starting on a Tuesday.
| have ny own travel plans. | was really hoping that
this hearing will be done by the 29th so that I wll not
be avail able on the 30th. | do think we can get this
heari ng done in a day and a half, two days tops,
particularly if there's not intervention. So if you
woul d prefer starting it on the 28th, | think that works

if we could start in the norning.

CHWN. KATZ: | have m xed feelings. | don't
really think 1'll have a problem Qur flight -- it's a
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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connecting flight because nobody flies directly to
Arizona out of G ncinnati, Chio. I|I'mflying into
Detroit, which is no problem W are scheduled to get
honme in the afternoon of Sunday, the 26th. And if we
don't start till 1:00, | should be able to easily nmake it
unl ess | have an airline issue.

MR. ACKEN. Mchele, is there anything |I'm
mssing wwth respect to logistics if we were to push it
to Tuesday?

M5, MASER No.

MR ACKEN. Ckay. So we could acconplish that.

CHWN. KATZ: |'m al nost tenpted, though, if you
wanted to start early, to keep it on Monday because we
have at | east two nenbers or three nenbers that
potentially could attend in person fromout of town. And
t hey don't probably want to spend Sunday night, so |I'd
want to start at 1:00. W can leave it on the 27th.

MR ACKEN. Yes. And that's what we had
anticipated wwth a Monday start, would be the 1:00. M
ask was if you wanted to push it to Tuesday, just to
start earlier. But if you want to keep it 1:00 Monday,
that's what we've been antici pati ng.

CHWN. KATZ: | think we'll doit. And if, for
sone reason, we get highjacked or |I get stuck in Dall as,
Texas, or in Cncinnati, Chio, I'll call ny good friend
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Tod Brewer and have himjust let you all know that we're
del ayed, but | doubt that that's going to happen.

MR ACKEN:. You know, M. Chairnman, one thing we
could do. We will still have the virtual option. So
depending on if you're on a plane or sonething, you could
at | east open the hearing when people expect it even if
you're not here that afternoon and then recess until
you' re back avail abl e.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. Let's just leave it where we
were anti ci pati ng.

And | do have that draft Notice of Hearing.

"Il reviewit with Tod and make any necessary changes
and then get it signed and i ssued.

| ' m assum ng there have been publications. |
t hi nk one of your exhibits even denonstrated that, but go
ahead. Were have you published or when will you be
publ i shi ng?

MR. ACKEN. W're going to publish the Notice of
Hearing in The Arizona Republic on May 14th, 15th, and
18th and the East Valley Tribune on the 15th.

So that gives us a little wiggle roomwth our
filing dates. M chel e, correct nme, | think we're aimng
for the 10th. And so that provides a little wi ggle room
M. Chairman, to get that -- not a lot, but alittle
W ggle roomto get the notice final.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN. KATZ: And |ooking at your map, it appears
that the designated signage is readily accessible to the
public. | just wanted to nake sure that there wouldn't
be any problemw th the public if they have any interest
at all in | ooking at signs.

Are there any issues regarding signs and their
| ocati on?

MR. ACKEN. No, not from our standpoint. W
tried to be very conservative in nmaking sure that folks
have notice, and so there's a nunber of signs,
particularly given the snall distance for this project.
And where we anticipate the interest wll cone fromin
those communities, there are certainly a nunber of signs
to informthem

Pl us the outreach we've already done, we've had
no troubl e nmaki ng contact with the | ocal comunities, and
they certainly are aware of this project.

CHWN. KATZ: And if you haven't already done so,
| wll assune that your notice to affected jurisdictions,
in accord wwth AR S. Section 40-360.04(A), wll be
prepared or has been prepared and filed with the
Cor porati on Conm ssi on.

MR ACKEN. Yes. W wll do so shortly after we
have a docket nunber so that we can get that done.

CHWN. KATZ: | don't know whether we need to go

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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beyond. | know that you notified Mesa and the Land
Departnent or have or will be notifying them

Do we have any Maricopa County agenci es other
t han the Maricopa County governnent at | arge?

MR ACKEN. W do not. The prinmary governnenta
st akehol ders we've been dealing with are the Cty of Mesa
and then State Land. And we do have a right-of-way from
State Land, so they're certainly aware of this project.

Mari copa County has sone |and -- unincorporated
land that's close to the project, so we will provide
notice to them but they're not directly affected by it.

CHWN. KATZ: And it's ny understandi ng that
we'll be holding this hearing at the Marriott Phoeni x
Mesa in Mesa, Arizona, and that there will be
accommodat i ons avail able for any of the Comm ssion
menbers at that | ocation.

MR ACKEN. M chele, can you confirmthe venue?
| thought it had a different nane. But, yes, we wll
have accommodations for all of the Commttee Menbers.

M5. MASER It's called the Delta Hotels Phoeni x
Marriott, Phoenix Mesa Marriott.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. Delta Hotels by Marriott
Phoeni x Mesa. Ckay.

M5. MASER And | wll email Tod the contact
i nformati on today for naking hotel reservations.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN. KATZ: Sounds good.

And | don't know what your thoughts are. In
sone of these line siting matters, |'ve been trying to
avoid tours unless -- like I've only had two tours since

doing this. One of theminvolved that fine project down
in Coolidge. The other one was anot her project that was
on the west side of town that abutted several residential
nei ghbor hoods and there was a | ot of public concern, so
we took the tour.

Do you see any necessity in us planning to have
a tour?

MR, ACKEN:. W do not. W are not recommendi ng
a tour. Gven the short length of the line and the
robust visual presentation that we're going to have, we
think that that's going to provide the best depiction of
the project for the Conmttee.

There's sone other potential problens with a
tour. One is sonewhat limted access. You' ve got the
Loop 202 on one side and so where do you go. Plus all of
t he ongoing construction that's associated wth the
datacenter, we think it would be quite -- it will be
better explained in the hearing roomwith the exhibits
and materials that were provided rather than trying to do
a tour for this one.

CHWN. KATZ: And so far, the Commttee has been

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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receptive to ny recommendati ons for or against a tour,
but it's obviously up to them Do we need to have
anything filed, a plan filed, with the -- well, we don't
need it yet, but -- well, do you think we need to file
anything regarding a tour with the Corporation

Comm ssion? | don't think so, but

MR, ACKEN. What | would propose is what | did
for the Box Canyon project, which is we had a tour
protocol available. W didn't docket it. W didn't mark
it as an exhibit. But should the Conmm ttee deci de that
they had wanted a tour, we had it available that first
day to provide and docket and distribute. So that would
be ny recomrendation for this one.

CHWN. KATZ: And if we decide that we want to do
that, what -- would we do that first thing Tuesday
nor ni ng?

MR ACKEN:. That's correct.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay.

MR ACKEN. W will be prepared for that. If we
deci de anything, we'll have a bus avail abl e.

CHWN. KATZ: Al right.

Tod, do we have a date -- knowing that 1'll be
out of town from Saturday, the 18th, until Sunday, the
26th, do we have a date for a prehearing conference?

MR BREVWER W do, M. Chairman. W had

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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originally scheduled that for June the 21st at 2:00. |
woul d suggest that we nove that to the week prior, the
week of June 13th. It |ooks like you have availability
all that week.

CHWN. KATZ: That works for me. | don't know if

t hat works for SRP and counsel .

MR ACKEN. | have sone travel, but we can -- we
wll make that work. | would ask for mddle of the day
ideally. I'mnot sure what other -- | think, Alysha,
you' re back. Kevin should be back. | think I'"'mthe only

one that's out that week. But if we could target m dday
or early in the day.

CHWN. KATZ: W could do the 13th, 14th, 15th,
16th, or 17th. Any preference?

MR ACKEN. | guess the -- well, the 13th would
be ny personal preference for ny schedule, but I would
rather do it the 17th or the 16th to give us nore tine to
be prepared.

CHWN. KATZ: And | didn't check ny cal endar, but
| know you did. Does it appear that |'d be avail abl e the
17t h, Tod?

MR, BREVER: Yes, M. Chairman, you have
availability all that day.

CHWN. KATZ: Wat tinme do you want to do that?
1: 00? 2:00? 3:00? 11:00? Wat tinme works for you?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Want to do anot her 2:007?

MR. ACKEN. My preference would be the norning
of the 17th.

CHWN. KATZ: \What tinme do we want to do that,
Tod? 11:00 a.m ?

MR BREVWER Let's do that at 10:00.

CHWN. KATZ: Does that work for you?

MR, ACKEN. It works for ne. |If anybody el se
has concern, speak up.

CHWN. KATZ: Hearing nothing further on that
i ssue, I'massunming that there is no related litigation
or disputes that we need to be concerned about?

MR. ACKEN:. There are not.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay.

My boss, Tod, will help ne or probably be
primarily responsible for drafting, subject to ny
approval, pretty nuch a standard Procedural Order, so
we'l|l take care of doing that.

You' ve already provided us with a draft of the
two CECs that you're requesting, correct?

MR ACKEN: No. That was for a different
matter. That's for the prehearing tonorrow.

CHWN. KATZ: ©Ch, okay. Yep, you're right. |
get you two days in a row.

MR. ACKEN:. Lucky you.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN. KATZ: ay. So you still have -- no, you
haven't provided us with that draft yet, correct?

MR ACKEN. That's correct. W wll do so
consi stent with your Procedural Order prior to the
prehearing. That's why | wanted to give us a little nore
time on that prehearing, nake sure we get you everything
that we're conmtted to.

CHWN. KATZ: |[|'mjust making a note here.

And, again, we'll plan on the public coment

being at 5:30 p.m on Mdnday, the first day of our

heari ng.
MR. ACKEN:. Yes. That's what we have proposed.
CHWN. KATZ: And if there are any public
officials -- | know the Land Departnment woul dn't be

concerned because they wouldn't have issued the
right-of-way if they had concerns. But | assune that if
any governnental official fromthe City of Mesa or from
Mari copa County or for that natter the Land Depart nment
w shed to participate in the public comment process, once
we know that, we'll give thempriority to speak first,
and we'll take it fromthere.

MR ACKEN. W can do that.

CHWN. KATZ: And with respect to all permts,
federal, state, county, city, have we -- have you already
applied for or will you be applying prior to the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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prehearing conference for all the required state,
federal, and | ocal permits?

MR ACKEN: My understanding is yes. If I'm
Wrong, soneone can correct ne. But, again, this is a
straightforward project, a half-mle gen-tie, no federal
| and component. So it's really getting that State Land
ri ght-of-way and approval fromthe Commttee and the
Conmmi ssi on.

CHWN. KATZ: Sounds good.

As usual, | assunme that we'll have good, strong
W Fi hot spot at the hotel, that there will be | aptop
access to Docket Control, including the application wth
its exhibits. And hopefully, you wll provide us with
i Pads or tablets of sone sort.

| need one hard copy of the exhibits. Most of
the Comm ttee Menbers aren't concerned with that because
they will use the tablet for that purpose. But | just
wanted to make sure we weren't going to have any i ssues
regardi ng the access to exhibits. And, obviously, the
virtual participants, it will give themthe ability with
alink to ook at those exhibits or to at | east viewthe
screens that they may be projected upon.

Any thoughts or comments regardi ng exhibits, hot
spot, etc.?

MR. ACKEN. SRFP's internal team they're very

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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good and they know the drill, so they'll be well
pr epar ed.

CHWN. KATZ: And if you would |ike final
transcripts of the conference and hearings posted --
wel |, our court reporter would |ike to have copies of the
final transcripts of conferences as well as the hearing
posted to the applicant's website. And | trust that
you'l| take care of getting that done.

MR ACKEN: We will do so.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. Are there any other issues
that we need to discuss or that are of concern to you or
representatives of your client, M. Acken, that we need
to take care of at this tine?

MR ACKEN. I'mlooking at ny list. | don't see
anything. But, again, | throwit out to the group if
| " ve m ssed sonet hing we need to cover.

CHWN. KATZ: Hearing nothing, |I'massum ng there
aren't any outstanding concerns. And | am ki nd of
| ooking forward to getting away for about a week or so
before this hearing because | haven't had a vacati on
since about May or June of 2020, and |'m | ooki ng forward
to seeing sone famly back in Mchigan and Chio. And
"Il silence nyself with that.

Anyt hing further we need to di scuss?

MR ACKEN. I1'mglad you're able to take a
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vacation. | think several of us have overdue vacations
that we're | ooking forward to taking this sunmer.

CHWN. KATZ: And I'Il probably take another one
to visit ny daughter and grandkids in Des Mines, |owa,
in August. And |'ve deliberately not set any of these
hearings in July and August. And | can't believe |I've
been doing this since Septenber, and | think |I've done
ten of these. So things aren't lightening up any. W
are starting to set matters in February and March of next
year.

Anyway, | thank all of you. 1'll look forward
to seeing you in about a nonth or so. And, Carolyn, as
always, it's nice to see you. Thank you very nuch

And we do stand in recess. Take care everyone.

MR ACKEN. Thank you.

(The prefiling conference concl uded at

2:25 p.m)
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
)
COUNTY OF MARI CCOPA )

BE | T KNOMNN that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs were
t aken before me; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by ne in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of the
parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out cone her eof .

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical
obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and
ACJIA 7-206(J)(1)(9)(1) and (2). Dated at Phoeni X,
Ari zona, this 6th day of My, 2022.

f It
v&; a-.e@(\ Ljﬁzj adloua_
@,

CAROLYN T. SULLT VAN
Arizona Certified Reporter
No. 50528

| CERTIFY that GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC, has
complied with the ethical obligations set forth in
ACJIA 7-206(J)(1)(9g) (1) through (6).

Y

s s

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Arizona Regi stered Firm
No. R1035
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