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BE | T REMEMBERED that the above-entitled and
nunbered matter came on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Commi ttee, comrencing at 3:01 p.m on the 7th day of
Decenber, 2021, with all participants appearing via
vi deoconf er ence.

BEFORE: PAUL A. KATZ, Chairman

APPEARANCES:
For the |'i cant:
JENN , STROUSS & SALMON, P.L.C
M. Al bert Acken
12 One East Washington Street
Suite 1900
13 Phoeni x, Arizona 85004
14 and
15 SALT R VER PRQJIECT
Ms. Karilee Ranal ey
16 Seni or Pr|n0|gal Attorney
P. 0. Box 5202
17 Legal Services PAB381l
18 Phoeni x, Arizona 85072-2025

19 ALSO PRESENT:

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

20 M. WIIliam Mclellan, SRP, Project Co-nmanager
M. ﬁPence Wl helm SRP, Project Co-manager
21 NE. chel e Maser, SRP, Senior Legal Specialist
M. Josh Robertson, SRP _ _
22 Director, Regulatory Policy & Public Involvenent
Ms. Christina Hallows, SRP
23 Manager, Public |nvol venent
M. Devin Petry, SWCA Environnental Consultants
24 Ms. Krista Perry, SWCA Environmental Consultants
- M. Tod Brewer, Assistant to Chairman Chena
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CHW. KATZ: This is the tinme that we have
set -- and we are on the record -- thisis the tine we
have set for a prefiling -- yeah, this is a prefiling
conference, correct, in the matter of the application of
Salt River Project to expand their Coolidge power plant.

And | woul d ask counsel who is present, if he
woul d, to please identify hinself for the court record.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you, M. Chairman. Bert
Acken of Jennings, Strouss & Sal mon on behal f of the
pendi ng applicant, Salt River Project.

CHW. KATZ: And are there any other |awers
from SRP that are working with you that are present here
t oday?

MR. ACKEN: Yes. Karilee Ramaley of SRP Lega
is also here and present. M chele Maser works in the
| egal departnent as well as a paral egal for us.

CHW. KATZ: That's fine.

And as we sit here right now, has there been
much of any public interest expressed? | know |'ve seen
a -- Krista has joined us; is that correct?

MR. ACKEN: This is Spence WIhelm

CHW. KATZ: ay.

MR, ACKEN. He is one of the co-project --

CHW. KATZ: ay.

MR. ACKEN. -- managers. M apologies. |
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wasn't sure if Spence was going to be able to join us.

CHWN. KATZ: And so far has there been any
public interest in this project?

|"ve seen a letter fromsonebody that was upset
that we mght be burning fossil fuels. But until we are
conpl etely independent of fossil fuels, we're going to be
needing to generate electricity using them particularly
when there's inadequate storage of solar and wi nd power
by and | ar ge.

Qutside of that, has there been any ngjor
public interest expressed, positively or negatively?

MR ACKEN. So we have held a nunber of open
houses, stakehol der outreach, you name it, that Christina
will not talk about today but will be prepared to talk
about at the hearing.

And | would say it's somewhat mxed. There is
certainly the opposition to natural gas from sone
st akehol ders based on clinmate change reasons. As of this
monent, however, Chairman, | have not heard from anyone
indicating that they are planning to intervene.

CHW. KATZ: (ay.

MR ACKEN. So we had requested nine hearing
days with the expectation that we will have intervenors,
but that's still to be determned. As of this monent in
tine, | don't have a single potential intervenor to

Coash & Coash, Inc.
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1 identify or who has identified themselves to me or anyone

on this call.

CHW. KATZ: Ckay. And if we don't have any,
we might end up -- we still could set it for the two
weeks, but | think that -- I'mhoping that we could get

it done in five -- four and a half days, but we'll have
to wait and see.

MR. ACKEN. Certainly, | nean, our direct case,
it wll be a robust direct case as conpared to the |ast
10 one that you and | just had. There will be nore to our
11 direct. But, yes, without intervenors, this isn't a
12 nine-day hearing.
13 CHW. KATZ: If we get a Mdtion to Intervene
14 we will take that up at the hearing, but I mght need to
15 get back to you before then to see where we are at hefore
16 we woul d have our prehearing conference
17 But have you -- who are the interested parties
18 that may have been notified, such as cities, towns,
19 counties?
20 MR. ACKEN: Affected jurisdictions are the Gty
21 of Coolidge and Pinal County. So they have been provided
22 or they will be provided notice of the application once
23 filed. Those are the two affected jurisdictions.
24 CHWN. KATZ: (kay. And | did see that you gave
25 wus five exhibits.

O© 0 No ol b N
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One of them No. 1, is Land Ownership/
Jurisdiction. It's a colored nap.

The second one is the Notice -- the Draft
Notice of Hearing, which |ooks fine to me. And | think
that's the sane Radisson Hotel we had an earlier hearing
at, but 1'mnot going to worry about it. This Notice of
Hearing | ooks good to me. | might want to reviewit in
further detail with Tod, but right now, it |ooks
satisfactory.

And then Exhibit 3 was the Coolidge Expansion
Project Siting Coormittee Route Tour Itinerary. And you
know fromour |ast hearing, M. Acken, that the Commttee
probably is going to want to have a tour. |'massum ng
that this site is accessible, and a tour isn't going to
consume hours and hours.

MR. ACKEN. So we are expecting that the
Committee will want a tour, and that's why you have those
exhibits that M. Petry can speak to if you' d like nore
i nformation about the tour.

Accessibility is going to be an issue. W are
still evaluating our options for members of the general
public to get inside the fenceline, so to speak, of the
plant itself. Certainly, we can have folks go up to the
fenceline, but we understand the Conmttee would like to
go inside. | think it makes sense to go inside to show

Coash & Coash, Inc.
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some of the existing facility. W just need to work out
sone of the |ogistics on howwe can do that so that we
are prepared in case you have nenbers of the public that
also want to follow along on the tour.

So that's the only open item if youwll. So
| woul d ask for sonme flexibility and time for us to run
that to ground and figure out what that |ooks IiKke.
Again, if we're talking ten or so menbers of the public,
we're pretty confident we can acconmodate that; but if
we've got a lot, we're going to have to figure some
things out. So we need to run that to ground.

CHW. KATZ: | understand, and | did get your
Exhibit 4, which is the route tour. W don't need to go
into detail regarding it. |'massumng that from what
you're showi ng, we don't have a lot of driving to do. |
mean, we have to go to Coolidge; but once we're there,
|'massumng, at the site, it's not that expansive of an
area that we would be view ng.

MR. ACKEN. No, that's correct, M. Chairmn
| mean, you're basically doing a 1-m|e-square perineter
of the project area with a few stops in there. The big
issue wll be if we have a stop inside the facility, that
w il take some tine.

CHW. KATZ: Ckay. And how nuch time do you
think we'd likely be between getting there, touring, and

Coash & Coash, Inc.
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getting back? Half a day? A couple of hours?

MR ACKEN. M. Chairman, we're assumng half a
day. You are correct that this is a short drive from
Casa Grande Radisson over to the facility. But, again,
the lead tinme to get into the facility and to do and see
sonme of that, our best estimate right nowis half a day.

CHW. KATZ: Ckay. And | do have your
Exhibit 5. It shows where one, two, three, four, five,
si X, seven signs have been posted, and it |ooks |ike
they' re along the east and west perimeter of the site as
well as one to the north of the site. Is that
essentially correct?

MR. ACKEN: That's where the signs will be
post ed.

CHW. KATZ: ay.

MR. ACKEN. M. Petry can correct ne, but |
think those sign locations are land that SRP owns, so we
know we can put signs there.

W nay be able to post a couple additiona
signs in other locations, but, frankly, I think seven
shoul d be nore than adequate if we're unable to do that,
and | hope you would agree. But, yeah, the idea was to
if youwill, hit the perimeter of the project with signs.

CHWN. KATZ: | think that that's nore than
adequat e.

Coash & Coash, Inc.
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1 And what publications have taken place
regarding this matter? O if not yet, when will you be
publ i shi ng?

MR. ACKEN: So, obviously, publication for the
application will happen after the filing. There has been
publications done. But, again, M. Hallows would be in a
better position to go into detail for open houses, sone
publ i c stakehol der neetings, things of that nature, that
we have done as part of the preapplication phase.

10 Once we file the application, we wll be

11 submtting -- the newspaper publication will be the Casa
12 Gande Dispatch. So there used to be multiple

13 newspapers. The Cool i dge Exam ner and Casa G ande

14 Dispatch have nerged. But we will be filing nultiple

15 tinmes in that newspaper -- or publishing, excuse ne. So
16 the 18th, the 21st, and the 23rd will all be within our
17 ten-day wi ndow fromthe date of the application filing so
18 we neet our statutory notice tine franes.

19 VW are also filing as a suppl enent on the 26th.
20 So we recognize that's outside the statutory w ndow, but
21 we're just doing it as a supplenent.

22 CHW. KATZ: Ckay. And the notice of affected
23 jurisdictions. Have they been sent out yet or is that --
24 it's premature, but you'll be notifying both Casa

25 Gande -- excuse nme, Pinal County and Coolidge?

O© 0 No ol b N
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MR. ACKEN: That's correct.

CHWN. KATZ: (kay. The evidentiary hearing, we
know where that is going to be set, at that Radisson
Hotel in Casa G ande, correct?

MR ACKEN. Yes. And we'll have the same setup
that the Conmttee has become accustoned to with both
|ive-streamng options, all the video technol ogy
avail abl e there.

The notice that you saw has the same
adnoni tions and requests that the public participate
virtually, but we will certainly be available for sone to
participate in person should they show W do anticipate
public interest in this project. Wether they wll
appear in Casa Gande or virtually will be determ ned.

But in either event, we will be ready for them

One thing that we have proposed in the Notice
of Hearing that | wanted to flag for you is we would |ike
to start this hearing at 9:00 a.m -- sometimes the
Committee will start at 1:00 -- since it's in Casa
G ande, which isn't too far a drive for folks that want
to drive down. And also we'll have accommodations for
folks that want to come down the night before. Again,
given the concern in case we do draw intervenors and it
extends the hearing wi ndow, we would like to start right
out of the gate at 9.

Coash & Coash, Inc.
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CHW. KATZ: The reason that | probably won't
agree to do that is that we have JimPal mer, as an
exanpl e, comes here from Graham County. He attends in
person. Jack Haeni chen cones down from Heber. And |
don't know whether we'll get Toby little, who lives in
Tucson, to attend or not. But not everybody is in the
nei ghborhood. So the reason we generally start late is
so people don't have to stay in a hotel Sunday night. So
we probably won't begin until 1:00. And if we have to go
into the second week, we'll recess Friday at 4:30 or 5:00
and pick back up the follow ng Mnday.

And we're |ooking at starting on January 18th;
is that correct?

MR ACKEN. Correct. That Tuesday, the day
after the Martin Luther King Holiday.

CHW. KATZ: Ckay. And you will be naking
arrangements, be in contact with the Conmttee Menbers
and working with Tod, to the extent necessary, to make
sure that there are adequate acconmodations for the
Commi ttee Menbers.

And | will be staying, obviously. |'mnot
going to -- even though | live in Scottsdale, I'm not
going to commute an hour and a half twi ce a day -- hour,
hour and a half, so | will be staying in the hotel. And
that would be Tuesday through Friday. And if we cone

Coash & Coash, Inc.
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back, I'Il not spend the weekend. 1'Il go home.

MR ACKEN. Yes, M. Chairman, M. Petry's team
has been handling | ogistics for the hearing |ocation
itself as well as accommodations for the Conmttee and
for our teamas well. And | share your perspective. |
don't think I"'mgoing to spend the weekend in Casa
QG ande.

CHW. KATZ: | amgoing to want -- | don't need
to get an explanation of the tour right now, but | would
like to have you submt a plan for a tour at the
prehearing conference and file it with the ACC Docket
Control folks.

MR ACKEN. (kay. So just let me be clear on
that ask. What we have marked as an exhibit for this
prefiling is a map showi ng the route along with the route
stops. |Is that adequate, or do you want nore information
as far as protocol? Maybe by then, we have this
information on what the public can and can't do. Is that
what you'd like to see?

CHW. KATZ: Well, | think we have the map.
That gives us an idea. But | think we would want to have
at the prehearing conference at least a little bit better
under standi ng of how long things mght take and how we're
going to handle the public versus the Conmttee Menbers,
etc.
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MR. ACKEN. (Ckay. Understood. WII do.

CHW. KATZ: And, Tod, is there any specific
thing that you think we should be requiring themto do?

MR. BREWER Not that | can think of,
M. Chairnan

CHW. KATZ: Thank you.

And | don't know what day we woul d take that
tour on. Sometime on Wednesday?

MR. ACKEN. That is how we have proposed it.
W think that nakes sense. Again, | guess | thought that

made -- | was thinking we could get off to an earlier
start. W start at 1:00. | would like to be able to get
through M. Mclellan's direct and sone others to lay
some -- well, "foundation" is the wong term not in a

| egal sense, but just so it makes a little nore sense
when the Conmttee goes on the tour. But we were
thinking the second day would be the best tinme to do the
tour, and that's how the Notice of Hearing is drafted.

CHW. KATZ: Thank you.

And, Tod, when would we be setting our
prehearing conference?

MR. BREWER  The week of January the 10th.

CHW. KATZ: You've probably |ooked at ny
calendar. | don't think | have anything set in January.

MR BREWER  No, you do not, sir

Coash & Coash, Inc.
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CHW. KATZ: So we could do it the 10th -- |
don't have ny cal endar out, but we could do the 10th
11th, 12th. Wen would you like to have that set? And
probably at maybe 2:00 in the afternoon?

MR. ACKEN. So ny preference, with that in
mnd, would be the 11th if you want to do it in the
afternoon because |'massumng the Procedural Oder will
require us to file and exchange exhibits the day before
the prehearing, if not sooner.

CHW. KATZ: Right.

MR. ACKEN: So that gives us the 10th to make
that happen. So that would be ny ask, is that we do it
on the 11th. The 12this a little ...

CHW. KATZ: W could do it on the 11th. |
don't know whet her you would prefer it in the morning or
the afternoon.

MR. ACKEN: | guess | would prefer it in the
afternoon of the 11th or norning of the 12th | ooking at
my schedul e personally.

CHW. KATZ: Tod, what do you think works best?
It doesn't natter to me.

MR. BREWER Let's do 2:00 on the 11th.

CHW. KATZ: Ckay. We will do it at 2:00 on
the 11th.

There's no related litigation or disputes that

Coash & Coash, Inc.
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we currently need to discuss; is that correct?

MR ACKEN. Yes, that is correct. Again, we've
heard some fol ks, obviously, who are opposed to the
project, but they haven't identified thenselves to me or
expressed a desire to intervene here or in some other
forum

CHW. KATZ: Ckay. And one of ny checkli st
items says to informyou that everyone needs to get a
copy of the application, but that would be only the
interested parties or the intervenors and, obviously, the
Gty and Pinal County.

MR. ACKEN. Yes, we will do that. W're also
making it available at a couple library locations.

CHW. KATZ: And, Tod, | don't have a copy of
the Draft Procedural Order. [|'massuming it's going to
be pretty simlar to the ones we have previously issued?

MR BREWER  Correct.

CHW. KATZ: And, M. Acken, it would probably
be very simlar to the one that you received in the
hearing that we just conpleted.

MR. ACKEN. Yes. |I'msorry. The only item--
or one itemthat cones to ny mnd is in that Procedura
Order we haven't tal ked about is -- I'Il say to provide
noti ce through social nedia as discussed at the
prefiling. So do you want to go over our plan for socia

Coash & Coash, Inc.
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medi a notice for the hearing itself now or --

CHW. KATZ: 1'd at least like to have an idea
of what you're going to be doing regarding social media.

MR ACKEN. Ckay. So with that, I'mgoing to
turn it over to Ms. Hallows to explain the plan for
notice, the social nedia notice, of the hearing itself.

MS. HALLOAS: Thank you, Bert.

VWhat our planis, is to run targeted socia
medi a ads through Facebook, Instagram and Nextdoor for
two weeks. So we would start that on January 4th, and
they would run until Tuesday, January 18th. And that
woul d be targeted to the 7-mle radius that we've used as
our 7-mle notification radius.

And al so Facebook and Instagram those ads
woul d be run in English and Spanish, and then Nextdoor is
just English. That's all they offer.

CHW. KATZ: That's just like it sounds?
haven't heard of that site before, but it's Nextdoor?

MS. HALLOAS:  Nextdoor, uh-huh.

CHW. KATZ: And are you going to post anything
on the SRP website so that the public woul d have the
ability to view that information?

MS. HALLOAS:  Yes, sir.

CHW. KATZ: Ckay. And are you planning any
virtual -- I'mnot telling you you have to, but are you

Coash & Coash, Inc.
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pl anning any virtual open houses, or are you having a
phone nunber for people to contact and ask questions?
And will that be set out on the website?

M5. HALLOAS: Yes. W do currently have that,
and we did already hold virtual |ive open houses as well
as in person.

CHW. KATZ: Sounds good.

M. Acken, | would also ask that -- and it
could be on a day or two before the hearing, that you get
us your draft of the prehearing conference -- not the
prehearing conference, but the draft conditions for the
CEC. And | know that this isn't power lines, but there
may need to be some revisions in terms of how we do this.
|'ve only sat through about -- | wtnessed one and
conducted four hearings, but they were all gen-tie lines,
and | amnot famliar with whether or not the conditions
are substantially different when we're dealing with a
gas-fired power plant.

MR ACKEN. We will certainly have proposed
conditions tailored to this project. A number of themin
my experience will be simlar, but, yes, thereis -- we
will look to past cases. There's a handful of recent
ones for guidance as to standard conditions to propose.

CHW. KATZ: Ckay. And any public coments,
we'll probably do those at 5:30 on the first day of the

Coash & Coash, Inc.
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hearing. And if we have a lot of people wanting to talk,
we may limt themto two or three mnutes per person
You'll need to have some cards available for themto sign
in. And if they appear virtually, we're going to require
themto state their nanes and perhaps, if it's
conplicated, spell their last name for the benefit of the
Cormittee and our court reporter

MR. ACKEN. Yes, we will be prepared for that.

CHW. KATZ: And | don't know whether we'll
have any of the Board of Supervisors or Gty officials
that want to coment, and | don't know whether or not
we'll need to have any of themsworn in. That's not
necessary, but they could be sworn in or affirnmed if you
think it helps the situation. |If not, they would be
given the first opportunity to speak so we won't keep
themthere for hours and hours if we have a | ot of
peopl e.

And if we don't get all of that done on the
first day, we may have public coment continued a couple
days thereafter. But |'mhoping that we don't have nore
t han about an hour or so of public conments or |ess. But
| have no way of know ng.

MR. ACKEN. M. Chairman, with respect to |ocal
officials, I can't tell you today whether we will or wll
not have fol ks come to speak. If we do, we appreciate

Coash & Coash, Inc.
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the accommodation of letting themspeak first if it's in
the evening. Sometines what we've done in the past is
have additional public coment sessions, as you said, at
1: 00 after a lunch break to accormodate their schedul es
and their availability.

CHW. KATZ: That's fine.

MR ACKEN. | will say it's very unlikely we're
going to ask that they go under oath. There's not much
past precedent for that. So we would envision it being
in the nature of public comment.

CHW. KATZ: |'massumng that this entire
expansion is going to be on SRP-owned property; is that
correct?

MR ACKEN  Yes.

CHWN. KATZ: What about -- |'massumng that we
don't have any federal permts that are required, though
|"mnot sure of that. But I'mjust wondering what the
status is of federal, state, county, city, or town
permtting.

MR. ACKEN: So there is no federal nexus, no
federal permtting requirenent, no NEPA analysis. We're
inthe -- the project is inthe Gty of Coolidge
jurisdiction. 1It's zoned for this.

As far as building permt, things of that
nature, | would defer to M. Mclellan and M. Wlhelmif
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they have additional context at this tinme or if you want
to wait to the hearing for that, but that's kind of a
hi gh-1evel overview.

CHW. KATZ: |'mjust don't know -- |I'm
assum ng that not every permt's going to be applied for
in advance because you need to get the CEC before you can
start doing certain things. But do we have any pending
permt applications with the Gty or the County?

MR. ACKEN: W actually -- you know, we do with
the County, an air quality with the Pinal County Air
Quality District. So | should mention the Air Quality
Permt with Pinal County, and | believe there will be an
Aquifer Protection Permt with ADEQ So those -- | know
the Air Quality Permt application has been submtted. |
do not know the status of the APP. Maybe soneone el se on
this call does, or we will certainly have that available.

CHW. KATZ: | nean, if anybody knows the
status, they can identify themselves and | et us know.

But, obviously, we may not have all of that information
presently avail abl e.

MR. WLHELM The APP permt has not been
pl aced yet.

CHW. KATZ: But you'll be filing that at some
point in time wth ADEQ?

MR. WLHELM Yes.

Coash & Coash, Inc.





LS CASE NO. TBA PREFILING CONFERENCE 12/07/2021 Page 22

CHW. KATZ: And that's Spence WI hel mthat was
just tal king?

MR WLHELM Yes.

CHWN. KATZ: And are you enpl oyed by SRP?

MR WLHELM | am

CHW. KATZ: Thank you very nuch.

Wth respect to technol ogy, we've all been
there before. W need to nake sure we have strong WFi,
and we didn't have any WFi problems in our |ast neeting
in Casa Gande. W had a fewlittle glitches in our |ast
hearing in Tucson, but we just need to make sure we have
proper, strong, good WFi.

And with respect to exhibits, | always like a
hard copy. Sone of the Conmittee people are nore than
happy to just get digital copies of the exhibits, but we
shoul d have at |east a few notebooks available. W've
usual Iy been having about five or six of our menbers in
person, nyself included, and three, four, five appearing
virtually. But we just need to make sure they have
access to exhibits either electronically or on the screen
that gets presented so that they see what we're talking
about or hard copies. And we're obviously not going to
be sending hard copies out to those who appear virtually.

MR. ACKEN: Yes, we will do so. We'Il have
hard copies available for those that want them and
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tablets for those that want to ook at it in electronic
form

And, yes, it's ny expectation that the WFi
wi Il be up and running long before the hearing starts,
unlike last tinme.

CHW. KATZ: So I'mnot all that worried. Are
you using the same crew as last tine, |last hearing?

MR ACKEN  Yes.

CHW. KATZ: Good. They know what they're
doing, and we'll be in good shape. And | know you'll be
providing i Pads or sone type of tablet for the benefit of
the Conmttee Menbers to be able to open up exhibits as
needed.

MR ACKEN  Yes.

CHWN. KATZ: Are there any other m scellaneous
i ssues that we need to be aware of today?

MR. ACKEN:. Looking at ny list, | think we have
it covered, but I would ask my team if someone knows of
sonething that is mssing, please speak up

CHW. KATZ: | believe our court reporter
generally or the conpany would like to have final
transcripts of the conference and hearing posted to the
applicant website.

And, Carolyn, would we be tal king about the
transcripts of this proceeding or the transcripts of the
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prehearing conference or just the transcripts of the
hearing itself?

THE COURT REPORTER: M. Chairnman, you woul d
have to speak with Marta Hetzer at ny office about that.

CHW. KATZ: | wll ask you, M. Acken, if you
can do that. And if there are any issues or problems, to
pl ease | et me know.

MR. ACKEN: Yes. |It's our expectation that we
will be -- we will have the read-only transcripts
avai l able within a couple days, and then we wi |l post
those on the website.

CHW. KATZ: At the hearing, like |'ve done
previously, we will not go generally any |onger than an
hour and a half and then take a 15-m nute break. But |'m
hopeful that the Commttee and your staff, SRP staff and
your staff, M. Acken, will be cooperative so we don't
dillydally. And if we say 15 mnutes, it could be 14, it
could be 16, but I don't want it being 25 or 30.

MR ACKEN. There will be no dillydallying from
our team Again, if we have intervenors, we're going to
ask to keep this noving, and we will do our part to keep
it noving.

CHW. KATZ: Ckay. Are there any -- | guess
there's no objections to be voiced at this point in tine
to anyt hing because things are still up in the air, and

Coash & Coash, Inc.





LS CASE NO. TBA PREFILING CONFERENCE 12/07/2021 Page 25

we don't have any intervenors that are proposing
intervention that you mght object to or giving us
exhibits that are outrageous or inadm ssible.

MR ACKEN. Yes, that's correct. | mean the
interventions, if they cone, we would expect it would be
fromgroups that, quite honestly, have the right to
intervene, so there's not going to be nuch to object to
t here.

I ndi vidual s, that may be a different approach
and we may ask, just so you know, if we draw a | ot of
intervention, that sone folks be -- their interests be
conbined for the purposes of a smooth hearing. But we
can deal with that if and when we get to it at the tine.

CHW. KATZ: And I'mnot putting it down, but
|''massumng that nost of our comunity nenbers aren't
trained | awers, and | don't know that they'Il be
prepared to come in pro per as an intervenor or file the
appropriate paperwork. | would expect, though, that if
there's a whol e host of people that have the sane or
simlar objections that they' |l hire a lawer, but we'll
cross that bridge when we come to it.

s there anything el se that you think we need
to discuss, M. Acken?

MR. ACKEN. | do not. Thank you.

CHW. KATZ: 1'll ask M. Brewer, Tod, whether
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he has anything that he thinks | need or we need to
cover.
MR BREWER No, M. Chairnman, | think we have

ever yt hi ng.

CHWN. KATZ: Wll, | look forward to seeing you
folks after the new year. Be healthy and happy after the
upcom ng hol i day season and be healthy. | already said

that, but hopefully nobody will come down with COVID or
some other terrible disease, and we'll see you early to
m d- January.

MR ACKEN. Thank you.

CHWN. KATZ: Take care. And if we need to get
toget her again, you can either file something or give Tod
or nyself a call

MR ACKEN. WII do. Thank you.

CHW. KATZ: Take care. Bye-bye.

Ve stand in recess.

(The prefiling conference concluded at 3:34.)
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; . ESCR P ON' NDEX TO BXHBITS | BENTI H1 ED 1 CHMN. KATZ: Thisisthetime_thfit we have
' _ 2 set -- and we are on the record -- thisis the time we
31 Project Map ! 3 have set for aprefiling -- yeah, thisis a prefiling
42 Draft Notice of Hearing ! 4 conference, correct, in the matter of the application of
53 Route Tour Itinerary ! 5 Salt River Project to expand their Coolidge power plant.
6 4 Route Tour Stops 8 6 And | would ask counsel who is present, if he
75 Sign Locations 9 7 would, to please identify himself for the court record.
8 8 MR. ACKEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Bert
9 9 Acken of Jennings, Strouss & Salmon on behalf of the
10 10 pending applicant, Salt River Project.
11 11  CHMN. KATZ: And are there any other lawyers
12 12 from SRP that are working with you that are present here
13 13 today?
14 14 MR.ACKEN: Yes. Karilee Ramaley of SRP Lega
15 15 isalso here and present. Michele Maser worksin the
16 16 legal department aswell as a paralegal for us.
17 17  CHMN. KATZ: That'sfine.
18 18  And aswe sit here right now, has there been
19 19 much of any public interest expressed? | know I've seen
20 20 a-- Kristahasjoined us; isthat correct?
21 21  MR. ACKEN: Thisis Spence Wilhelm.
22 22 CHMN. KATZ: Okay.
23 23  MR. ACKEN: Heis one of the co-project --
24 24  CHMN. KATZ: Okay.
25 25 MR. ACKEN: -- managers. My apologies. |
Page 3 Page 5
1 BE | T REMEMBERED that the above-entitled and 1 wasn't sureif Spence was going to be able to join us.
2 nurmbered matter came on regularly to be heard before the 2 CHMN. KATZ: And so far has there been any
3 Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting 3 publicinterestinthisproject?
4 Conmittee, commencing at 3:01 p.m on the 7th day of 4 I've seen aletter from somebody that was upset
5 December, 2021, with all participants appearing via | g that e might be burning fossil fuels. But until we are
6 videoconf erence. 6 completely independent of fossil fuels, we're going to be
7 BEFORE:  PAUL A KATZ Chairman 7 needing to generate electricity using them, particularly
8 8 when there's inadequate storage of solar and wind power
9 APPEARANCES: 9 by and large.
10 For the Applicant: 10  Outside of that, has there been any major
11 JENNLNGS,  STROLISS & SALMON, P.L.C. 11 public interest expressed, positively or negatively?
12 Che Fast Vashington Street 12 MR. ACKEN: So we have held a number of open
13 Phoeni x, Arizona 85004 13 houses, stakeholder outreach, you name it, that Christina
14 and 14 will not talk about today but will be prepared to talk
15 S@!-TKglr iVIEsePsg]rrEg 15 about at the hearing.
16 geni ot Princi pal A tor ney 16 Ar.1d | would &ay.ij[‘ssomewham mixed. Thereis
17 Eﬁgglni )?erYAri icggngAggg%z_ 2025 17 certainly the opposition Fo natural gas from some _
18 ’ 18 stakeholders based on climate change reasons. As of this
19 ALSO PRESENT: 19 moment, however, Chairman, | have not heard from anyone
20 M : \éprLngngvlcrc]LFH ag,RPSRE,r ijreg{ ect %hggg?ger 20 indicating that they are planning to intervene.
21 I\'\//h} l\jlocshhelReobl\garstesrénSRghp'Seni or Legal Specialist |21 CHMN. KATZ: Okay. . _
22 MSD| r(%?‘tiosrt’i rl?ggﬂaalltlog\xs PoISiRcB/ & Public Invol vement |22 M R--ACKEN: So V\{e had requeﬂ_ed nine hearl ng
23 " Ngerba}gnerp’et%bl is‘f»c'xxn{éﬂwsgﬁﬁént | Gonsul tants 23 daySW|lth the expectation t_hat we will ha_velnterven_ors,
24 Ms. Krista Perry, SWCA Environmental Consultants |24 butthat'sstill to be determined. Asof this momentin
o5 M. Tod Brewer, Assistant to Chairman Chenal |55 time, | don't have asingle potential intervenor to
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1 identify or who hasidentified themselvesto me or anyone | 1 some of the existing facility. We just need to work out
2 onthiscall. 2 some of the logistics on how we can do that so that we
3 CHMN.KATZ: Okay. Andif we don't have any, 3 areprepared in case you have members of the public that
4 we might end up -- we till could set it for the two 4 aso want to follow aong on the tour.
5 weeks, but | think that -- I'm hoping that we could get 5  Sothat'sthe only openitem, if you will. So
6 it donein five -- four and a half days, but we'll have 6 | would ask for some flexibility and time for usto run
7 towait and see. 7 that to ground and figure out what that looks like.
8 MR. ACKEN: Certainly, | mean, our direct case, 8 Again, if weretaking ten or so members of the public,
9 it will be arobust direct case as compared to the last 9 we're pretty confident we can accommodate that; but if
10 onethat you and | just had. There will be moreto our 10 wevegot alot, we're going to have to figure some
11 direct. But, yes, without intervenors, thisisn't a 11 thingsout. So we need to run that to ground.
12 nine-day hearing. 12 CHMN. KATZ: | understand, and | did get your
13 CHMN. KATZ: If we get aMotion to Intervene, 13 Exhibit 4, which isthe route tour. We don't need to go
14 wewill take that up at the hearing, but | might need to 14 into detail regarding it. 1'm assuming that from what
15 get back to you before then to see where we are at before |15 you're showing, we don't have alot of driving to do. |
16 we would have our prehearing conference. 16 mean, we have to go to Coolidge; but once we're there,
17  But haveyou -- who are the interested parties 17 I'm assuming, at the site, it's not that expansive of an
18 that may have been notified, such as cities, towns, 18 areathat we would be viewing.
19 counties? 19 MR. ACKEN: No, that's correct, Mr. Chairman.
20 MR. ACKEN: Affected jurisdictions are the City 20 | mean, you're basically doing a 1-mile-square perimeter
21 of Coolidge and Pinal County. So they have been provided |21 of the project areawith afew stopsin there. The big
22 or they will be provided notice of the application once 22 issuewill beif we have a stop inside the facility, that
23 filed. Those are the two affected jurisdictions. 23 will take some time.
24  CHMN. KATZ: Okay. And | did see that you gave 24  CHMN. KATZ: Okay. And how much time do you
25 usfive exhibits. 25 think we'd likely be between getting there, touring, and
Page 7 Page 9
1 Oneof them, No. 1, is Land Ownership/ 1 getting back? Half aday? A couple of hours?
2 Jurisdiction. It'sacolored map. 2  MR. ACKEN: Mr. Chairman, we're assuming half a
3  Thesecond oneisthe Notice -- the Draft 3 day. You are correct that thisis a short drive from
4 Notice of Hearing, which looksfineto me. And | think 4 Casa Grande Radisson over to the facility. But, again,
5 that's the same Radisson Hotel we had an earlier hearing 5 thelead timeto get into the facility and to do and see
6 at, but I'm not going to worry about it. This Notice of 6 some of that, our best estimate right now is half aday.
7 Hearing looks good to me. | might want to review itin 7 CHMN. KATZ: Okay. And | do have your
8 further detail with Tod, but right now, it looks 8 Exhibit 5. It shows where one, two, three, four, five,
9 satisfactory. 9 six, seven signs have been posted, and it looks like
10  And then Exhibit 3 was the Coolidge Expansion 10 they're aong the east and west perimeter of the site as
11 Project Siting Committee Route Tour Itinerary. Andyou |11 well asoneto the north of the site. Isthat
12 know from our last hearing, Mr. Acken, that the Committee |12 essentially correct?
13 probably is going to want to have atour. I'm assuming 13  MR. ACKEN: That's where the signs will be
14 that thissiteis accessible, and atour isn't going to 14 posted.
15 consume hours and hours. 15 CHMN. KATZ: Okay.
16 MR. ACKEN: So we are expecting that the 16 MR. ACKEN: Mr. Petry can correct me, but |
17 Committee will want atour, and that's why you have those |17 think those sign locations are land that SRP owns, so we
18 exhibitsthat Mr. Petry can speak to if you'd like more 18 know we can put signs there.
19 information about the tour. 19  Wemay be ableto post a couple additional
20  Accessihility isgoing to be an issue. We are 20 signsin other locations, but, frankly, | think seven
21 still evaluating our options for members of the general 21 should be more than adequate if we're unable to do that,
22 public to get inside the fenceline, so to speak, of the 22 and | hope you would agree. But, yeah, the ideawasto,
23 plantitself. Certainly, we can have folks go up to the 23 if youwill, hit the perimeter of the project with signs.
24 fenceline, but we understand the Committee would liketo |24 ~ CHMN. KATZ: | think that that's more than
25 goinside. | think it makes sense to go inside to show 25 adequate.
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1 Andwhat publications have taken place 1  CHMN. KATZ: Thereason that | probably won't
2 regarding this matter? Or if not yet, when will you be 2 agreeto do that is that we have Jim Palmer, as an
3 publishing? 3 example, comes here from Graham County. He attendsin
4 MR. ACKEN: So, obvioudly, publication for the 4 person. Jack Haenichen comes down from Heber. And |
5 application will happen after the filing. There has been 5 don't know whether we'll get Toby little, who livesin
6 publicationsdone. But, again, Ms. Hallowswould beina | 6 Tucson, to attend or not. But not everybody isin the
7 better position to go into detail for open houses, some 7 neighborhood. So the reason we generally start lateis
8 public stakeholder meetings, things of that nature, that 8 so people don't have to stay in ahotel Sunday night. So
9 we have done as part of the preapplication phase. 9 we probably won't begin until 1:00. And if we haveto go
10  Oncewefile the application, we will be 10 into the second week, we'll recess Friday at 4:30 or 5:00
11 submitting -- the newspaper publication will bethe Casa |11 and pick back up the following Monday.
12 Grande Dispatch. So there used to be multiple 12 And we'relooking at starting on January 18th;
13 newspapers. The Coolidge Examiner and Casa Grande 13 isthat correct?
14 Dispatch have merged. But we will be filing multiple 14 MR. ACKEN: Correct. That Tuesday, the day
15 timesin that newspaper -- or publishing, excuse me. So 15 after the Martin Luther King Holiday.
16 the 18th, the 21st, and the 23rd will al be within our 16 CHMN. KATZ: Okay. Andyou will be making
17 ten-day window from the date of the application filingso |17 arrangements, bein contact with the Committee Members
18 we meet our statutory notice time frames. 18 and working with Tod, to the extent necessary, to make
19 Wearedso filing as a supplement on the 26th. 19 surethat there are adequate accommodations for the
20 So we recognize that's outside the statutory window, but 20 Committee Members.
21 we'rejust doing it as a supplement. 21 And | will be staying, obvioudly. I'm not
22 CHMN. KATZ: Okay. And the notice of affected 22 goingto -- even though | livein Scottsdale, I'm not
23 jurisdictions. Have they been sent out yet or isthat -- 23 going to commute an hour and a half twice a day -- hour,
24 it's premature, but you'll be notifying both Casa 24 hour and a half, so | will be staying in the hotel. And
25 Grande -- excuse me, Pinal County and Coolidge? 25 that would be Tuesday through Friday. And if we come
Page 11 Page 13
1  MR. ACKEN: That's correct. 1 back, I'll not spend the weekend. 1I'll go home.
2 CHMN. KATZ: Okay. The evidentiary hearing, we 2  MR. ACKEN: Yes, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Petry's team
3 know where that is going to be set, at that Radisson 3 hasbeen handling logistics for the hearing location
4 Hotel in Casa Grande, correct? 4 itself aswell as accommodations for the Committee and
5 MR. ACKEN: Yes. Andwell have the same setup 5 for our team aswell. And | share your perspective. |
6 that the Committee has become accustomed to with both 6 don't think I'm going to spend the weekend in Casa
7 live-streaming options, all the video technology 7 Grande.
8 available there. 8 CHMN. KATZ: | am going to want -- | don't need
9 Thenoticethat you saw has the same 9 to get an explanation of the tour right now, but | would
10 admonitions and requests that the public participate 10 liketo have you submit aplan for atour at the
11 virtualy, but we will certainly be available for some to 11 prehearing conference and file it with the ACC Docket
12 participate in person should they show. We do anticipate |12 Control folks.
13 publicinterest in this project. Whether they will 13 MR.ACKEN: Okay. Sojust let mebe clear on
14 appear in Casa Grande or virtually will be determined. 14 that ask. What we have marked as an exhibit for this
15 Butin either event, we will be ready for them. 15 prefiling is amap showing the route along with the route
16  Onething that we have proposed in the Notice 16 stops. Isthat adequate, or do you want more information
17 of Hearing that | wanted to flag for youiswewould like |17 asfar asprotocol? Maybe by then, we have this
18 to start this hearing at 9:00 a.m. -- sometimes the 18 information on what the public can and can't do. Isthat
19 Committee will start at 1:00 -- sinceit'sin Casa 19 what you'd like to see?
20 Grande, which isn't too far adrive for folks that want 20 CHMN. KATZ: Wéll, | think we have the map.
21 todrive down. And aso well have accommodations for 21 That givesusanidea. But | think we would want to have
22 folksthat want to come down the night before. Again, 22 at the prehearing conference at least alittle bit better
23 given the concern in case we do draw intervenors and it 23 understanding of how long things might take and how we're
24 extends the hearing window, we would like to start right 24 going to handle the public versus the Committee Members,
25 out of the gate at 9. 25 etc.
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1  MR. ACKEN: Okay. Understood. Will do. 1 we currently need to discuss; isthat correct?
2 CHMN.KATZ: And, Tod, isthere any specific 2  MR. ACKEN: Yes, that iscorrect. Again, we've
3 thing that you think we should be requiring them to do? 3 heard some folks, obviously, who are opposed to the
4  MR.BREWER: Not that | can think of, 4 project, but they haven't identified themselves to me or
5 Mr. Chairman. 5 expressed adesire to intervene here or in some other
6 CHMN. KATZ: Thank you. 6 forum.
7 And| don't know what day we would take that 7  CHMN. KATZ: Okay. And one of my checklist
8 tour on. Sometime on Wednesday? 8 items saysto inform you that everyone needsto get a
9 MR. ACKEN: That is how we have proposed it. 9 copy of the application, but that would be only the
10 Wethink that makes sense. Again, | guess| thought that |10 interested parties or the intervenors and, obviously, the
11 made -- | was thinking we could get off to an earlier 11 City and Pinal County.
12 start. We start at 1:00. | would like to be able to get 12 MR.ACKEN: Yes, wewill do that. Werealso
13 through Mr. Mcclellan's direct and some othersto lay 13 making it available at a couple library locations.
14 some-- well, "foundation" isthe wrong term, not in a 14 CHMN. KATZ: And, Tod, | don't have a copy of
15 legal sense, but just so it makes alittle more sense 15 the Draft Procedural Order. I'm assuming it's going to
16 when the Committee goes on the tour. But we were 16 be pretty similar to the ones we have previously issued?
17 thinking the second day would bethe best timetodothe |17 MR. BREWER: Correct.
18 tour, and that's how the Notice of Hearing is drafted. 18 CHMN. KATZ: And, Mr. Acken, it would probably
19 CHMN. KATZ: Thank you. 19 bevery similar to the one that you received in the
20  And, Tod, when would we be setting our 20 hearing that we just completed.
21 prehearing conference? 21  MR.ACKEN: Yes. I'msorry. Theonly item --
22  MR. BREWER: The week of January the 10th. 22 or oneitem that comesto my mind isin that Procedural
23 CHMN. KATZ: You've probably looked at my 23 Order we haven't talked about is -- I'll say to provide
24 caendar. | don't think | have anything set in January. 24 notice through social media as discussed at the
25 MR. BREWER: No, you do not, sir. 25 prefiling. So do you want to go over our plan for social
Page 15 Page 17
1 CHMN. KATZ: Sowe could do it the 10th -- | 1 medianatice for the hearing itself now or --
2 don't have my calendar out, but we could do the 10th, 2  CHMN. KATZ: I'd at least like to have an idea
3 11th, 12th. When would you like to have that set? And 3 of what you're going to be doing regarding social media.
4 probably at maybe 2:00 in the afternoon? 4  MR. ACKEN: Okay. Sowith that, I'm going to
5 MR. ACKEN: So my preference, with that in 5 turnit over to Ms. Hallowsto explain the plan for
6 mind, would be the 11th if you want to do it in the 6 notice, the social media notice, of the hearing itself.
7 afternoon because I'm assuming the Procedural Order will 7 MS. HALLOWS: Thank you, Bert.
8 require usto file and exchange exhibits the day before 8  What our planis, isto run targeted social
9 the prehearing, if not sooner. 9 media ads through Facebook, Instagram, and Nextdoor for
10 CHMN. KATZ: Right. 10 two weeks. Sowewould start that on January 4th, and
11 MR. ACKEN: So that gives usthe 10th to make 11 they would run until Tuesday, January 18th. And that
12 that happen. So that would be my ask, isthat we do it 12 would be targeted to the 7-mile radius that we've used as
13 onthe1lth. The 12thisalittle... 13 our 7-mile notification radius.
14 CHMN. KATZ: We could do it on the 11th. | 14  And also Facebook and Instagram, those ads
15 don't know whether you would prefer it inthe morning or |15 would be run in English and Spanish, and then Nextdoor is
16 the afternoon. 16 just English. That'sall they offer.
17  MR. ACKEN: I guess| would prefer it in the 17 CHMN. KATZ: That'sjust likeit sounds? |
18 afternoon of the 11th or morning of the 12th looking at 18 haven't heard of that site before, but it's Nextdoor?
19 my schedule personally. 19 MS. HALLOWS: Nextdoor, uh-huh.
20 CHMN. KATZ: Tod, what do you think works best? 20 CHMN. KATZ: And are you going to post anything
21 It doesn't matter to me. 21 onthe SRP website so that the public would have the
22  MR. BREWER: Let'sdo 2:00 on the 11th. 22 ability to view that information?
23  CHMN. KATZ: Okay. Wewill doit at 2:00 on 23  MS.HALLOWS: Yes, sir.
24 the 11th. 24  CHMN. KATZ: Okay. And are you planning any
25  There'sno related litigation or disputes that 25 virtual -- I'm not telling you you have to, but are you
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1 planning any virtual open houses, or are you having a 1 the accommodation of letting them speak first if it'sin
2 phone number for people to contact and ask questions? 2 theevening. Sometimeswhat we've donein the past is
3 And will that be set out on the website? 3 have additional public comment sessions, as you said, at
4 MS HALLOWS: Yes. Wedo currently have that, 4 1:00 after alunch break to accommodate their schedules
5 and we did already hold virtual live open houses as well 5 and their availability.
6 asin person. 6 CHMN. KATZ: That'sfine.
7 CHMN. KATZ: Sounds good. 7 MR. ACKEN: | will say it'svery unlikely we're
8  Mr. Acken, | would also ask that -- and it 8 going to ask that they go under oath. There's not much
9 could be on aday or two before the hearing, that you get 9 past precedent for that. So we would envision it being
10 usyour draft of the prehearing conference -- not the 10 inthe nature of public comment.
11 prehearing conference, but the draft conditions for the 11 CHMN. KATZ: I'm assuming that this entire
12 CEC. And| know that thisisn't power lines, but there 12 expansion is going to be on SRP-owned property; is that
13 may need to be somerevisionsin terms of how we do this. |13 correct?
14 I'veonly sat through about -- | witnessed one and 14 MR.ACKEN: Yes.
15 conducted four hearings, but they were al gen-tie lines, 15 CHMN. KATZ: What about -- I'm assuming that we
16 and | am not familiar with whether or not the conditions 16 don't have any federal permits that are required, though
17 are substantially different when we're dealing with a 17 I'm not sure of that. But I'm just wondering what the
18 gas-fired power plant. 18 statusisof federal, state, county, city, or town
19 MR. ACKEN: We will certainly have proposed 19 permitting.
20 conditionstailored to this project. A number of themin 20 MR. ACKEN: Sothereisno federal nexus, no
21 my experience will be similar, but, yes, thereis -- we 21 federa permitting requirement, no NEPA analysis. We're
22 will look to past cases. There'sahandful of recent 22 inthe-- the project isin the City of Coolidge
23 onesfor guidance as to standard conditions to propose. 23 jurisdiction. It's zoned for this.
24  CHMN. KATZ: Okay. And any public comments, 24  Asfar asbuilding permit, things of that
25 we'll probably do those at 5:30 on the first day of the 25 nature, | would defer to Mr. Mcclellan and Mr. Wilhelm if
Page 19 Page 21
1 hearing. Andif we have alot of people wanting to talk, 1 they have additional context at thistime or if you want
2 we may limit them to two or three minutes per person. 2 to wait to the hearing for that, but that's kind of a
3 You'll need to have some cards available for them to sign 3 high-level overview.
4 in. Andif they appear virtually, we're going to require 4 CHMN. KATZ: I'm just don't know -- I'm
5 them to state their names and perhaps, if it's 5 assuming that not every permit's going to be applied for
6 complicated, spell their last name for the benefit of the 6 in advance because you need to get the CEC before you can
7 Committee and our court reporter. 7 start doing certain things. But do we have any pending
8 MR. ACKEN: Yes, wewill be prepared for that. 8 permit applications with the City or the County?
9 CHMN.KATZ: And | don't know whether welll 9 MR. ACKEN: We actually -- you know, we do with
10 have any of the Board of Supervisors or City officials 10 the County, an air quality with the Pinal County Air
11 that want to comment, and | don't know whether or not 11 Quality District. So | should mention the Air Quality
12 well need to have any of them swornin. That's not 12 Permit with Pinal County, and | believe there will be an
13 necessary, but they could be sworn in or affirmed if you 13 Aquifer Protection Permit with ADEQ. So those -- | know
14 think it helpsthe situation. If not, they would be 14 the Air Quality Permit application has been submitted. |
15 given thefirst opportunity to speak so we won't keep 15 do not know the status of the APP. Maybe someone else on
16 them there for hours and hoursif we have alot of 16 thiscall does, or we will certainly have that available.
17 people. 17  CHMN. KATZ: | mean, if anybody knows the
18 Andif wedon't get al of that done on the 18 status, they can identify themselves and let us know.
19 first day, we may have public comment continued acouple |19 But, obviously, we may not have all of that information
20 daysthereafter. But I'm hoping that we don't have more 20 presently available.
21 than about an hour or so of public commentsor less. But |21 MR. WILHELM: The APP permit has not been
22 | have no way of knowing. 22 placed yet.
23  MR. ACKEN: Mr. Chairman, with respect to local 23  CHMN. KATZ: But you'll befiling that at some
24 officias, | can't tell you today whether we will or will 24 point in time with ADEQ?
25 not have folks come to speak. If we do, we appreciate 25 MR.WILHELM: Yes.
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1 CHMN. KATZ: And that's Spence Wilhelm that was 1 prehearing conference or just the transcripts of the
2 just talking? 2 hearing itself?
3  MR.WILHELM: Yes. 3  THE COURT REPORTER: Mr. Chairman, you would
4  CHMN. KATZ: And are you employed by SRP? 4 have to speak with Marta Hetzer at my office about that.
5 MR.WILHELM: | am. 5 CHMN. KATZ: | will ask you, Mr. Acken, if you
6 CHMN. KATZ: Thank you very much. 6 candothat. Andif there are any issues or problems, to
7  With respect to technology, we've all been 7 pleaselet me know.
8 there before. We need to make sure we have strong WiFi, | 8 MR. ACKEN: Yes. It'sour expectation that we
9 and we didn't have any WiFi problemsin our last meeting | 9 will be -- we will have the read-only transcripts
10 in CasaGrande. We had afew little glitchesin our last 10 available within a couple days, and then we will post
11 hearing in Tucson, but we just need to make surewe have |11 those on the website.
12 proper, strong, good WiFi. 12 CHMN. KATZ: At the hearing, like I've done
13 And with respect to exhibits, | awayslike a 13 previously, we will not go generally any longer than an
14 hard copy. Some of the Committee people are morethan |14 hour and a half and then take a 15-minute break. But I'm
15 happy to just get digital copies of the exhibits, but we 15 hopeful that the Committee and your staff, SRP staff and
16 should have at least afew notebooks available. We've 16 your staff, Mr. Acken, will be cooperative so we don't
17 usually been having about five or six of our membersin 17 dillydally. And if we say 15 minutes, it could be 14, it
18 person, myself included, and three, four, five appearing 18 could be 16, but | don't want it being 25 or 30.
19 virtualy. But wejust need to make sure they have 19 MR. ACKEN: Therewill be no dillydallying from
20 accessto exhibits either electronically or on the screen 20 our team. Again, if we have intervenors, we're going to
21 that gets presented so that they see what we're talking 21 ask to keep this moving, and we will do our part to keep
22 about or hard copies. And we're obviously not going to 22 it moving.
23 be sending hard copies out to those who appear virtually. |23 CHMN. KATZ: Okay. Arethereany -- | guess
24  MR. ACKEN: Yes, wewill do so. Well have 24 there's no objections to be voiced at this point in time
25 hard copies available for those that want them and 25 to anything because things are still up in the air, and
Page 23 Page 25
1 tabletsfor those that want to look at it in electronic 1 wedon't have any intervenors that are proposing
2 form. 2 intervention that you might object to or giving us
3 And, yes, it's my expectation that the WiFi 3 exhibitsthat are outrageous or inadmissible.
4 will be up and running long before the hearing starts, 4  MR. ACKEN: Yes, that's correct. | mean the
5 unlikelast time. 5 interventions, if they come, we would expect it would be
6 CHMN.KATZ: SoI'mnot al that worried. Are 6 from groups that, quite honestly, have the right to
7 you using the same crew as last time, last hearing? 7 intervene, so there's not going to be much to object to
8 MR.ACKEN: Yes. 8 there.
9 CHMN. KATZ: Good. They know what they're 9 Individuas, that may be a different approach,
10 doing, and we'll bein good shape. And | know you'll be |10 and we may ask, just so you know, if we draw alot of
11 providing iPads or some type of tablet for the benefit of 11 intervention, that some folks be -- their interests be
12 the Committee Membersto be able to open up exhibitsas |12 combined for the purposes of a smooth hearing. But we
13 needed. 13 can deal with that if and when we get to it at the time.
14 MR.ACKEN: Yes. 14 CHMN. KATZ: And I'm not putting it down, but
15 CHMN. KATZ: Arethere any other miscellaneous 15 I'm assuming that most of our community members aren't
16 issuesthat we need to be aware of today? 16 trained lawyers, and | don't know that they'll be
17  MR. ACKEN: Looking at my ligt, | think we have 17 prepared to comein pro per as an intervenor or file the
18 it covered, but | would ask my team, if someone knows of |18 appropriate paperwork. | would expect, though, that if
19 something that is missing, please speak up. 19 there'sawhole host of people that have the same or
20 CHMN. KATZ: | believe our court reporter 20 similar objections that they'll hire alawyer, but we'll
21 generaly or the company would like to have fina 21 cross that bridge when we cometo it.
22 transcripts of the conference and hearing posted to the 22  Isthere anything else that you think we need
23 applicant website. 23 todiscuss, Mr. Acken?
24 And, Carolyn, would we be talking about the 24  MR. ACKEN: I do not. Thank you.
25 transcripts of this proceeding or the transcripts of the 25 CHMN. KATZ: I'll ask Mr. Brewer, Tod, whether
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1 he has anything that he thinks | need or we need to
2 cover.
3 MR.BREWER: No, Mr. Chairman, | think we have
4 everything.
5 CHMN. KATZ: Wéll, | look forward to seeing you
6 folks after the new year. Be healthy and happy after the
7 upcoming holiday season and be healthy. | already said
8 that, but hopefully nobody will come down with COVID or
9 some other terrible disease, and we'll see you early to
10 mid-January.
11 MR. ACKEN: Thank you.
12 CHMN. KATZ: Takecare. Andif we need to get
13 together again, you can either file something or give Tod
14 or myself acal.
15 MR. ACKEN: Will do. Thank you.
16 CHMN. KATZ: Take care. Bye-bye.
17  Westand in recess.
18 (Theprefiling conference concluded at 3:34.)
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
Page 27
1 STATE OF ARI ZONA ;
5 COUNTY OF MARI COPA
3 BE I T KNOM that the foregoing proceedings were
taken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
4 true, and accurate record of the proceedi ngs, all done to
the best of nmy skill and ability; that the proceedings
5 were taken down by ne in shorthand and thereafter reduced
6 to print under ny direction.
I CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of
7 the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
8 out cone hereof.
| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical
9 obligations set forth in ACJA 7-206(F)(3) and ACIA
7-206(J) ( )(g)(l) and (2). Dated at PhoeniXx, Arizona,
10 this 9th day Decenber, 2021.
11
12
13 . o
YN T. SULLTVAN, RPI
14 Arizona Certified Reporter
No. 50528
15
16
17 | CERTIFY that COASH & COASH, INC., has conplied
with the ethical obligations set forth in ACIA
18 7-206(J)(1)(g)(1) through (6).
19
20
21
22
23 COASH & COASH, TNC.
Arizona Registered Firm
24 No. "R1036
25
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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter canme on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Committee, commencing at 3:01 p.m on the 7th day of
Decenber, 2021, with all participants appearing via

vi deoconf er ence.

BEFORE: PAUL A. KATZ, Chairman

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

JENNI NGS, STROUSS & SALMON, P.L.C
M. Al bert Acken

One East Washi ngton Street

Suite 1900

Phoeni x, Arizona 85004

and

SALT RI VER PRQIECT

Ms. Karil ee Ramal ey

Seni or Principal Attorney
P. O Box 52025

Legal Services PAB381
Phoeni x, Arizona 85072-2025

ALSO PRESENT:

M. WIlliam Mcclellan, SRP, Project Co-manager
M. Spence WI helm SRP, Project Co-manager
Ms. M chel e Maser, SRP, Senior Legal Speciali st
M. Josh Robertson, SRP
Director, Regulatory Policy & Public Invol venent
Ms. Christina Hallows, SRP
Manager, Public Invol venent
M. Devin Petry, SWCA Environnental Consultants
Ms. Krista Perry, SWCA Environnental Consultants
M. Tod Brewer, Assistant to Chai rman Chenal
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440

www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ
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CHW. KATZ: This is the tinme that we have
set -- and we are on the record -- this is the tine we
have set for a prefiling -- yeah, this is a prefiling
conference, correct, in the matter of the application of
Salt River Project to expand their Coolidge power plant.

And | woul d ask counsel who is present, if he
woul d, to please identify hinself for the court record.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, M. Chairman. Bert
Acken of Jennings, Strouss & Sal non on behalf of the
pendi ng applicant, Salt Ri ver Project.

CHWN. KATZ: And are there any other |awers
from SRP that are working with you that are present here
t oday?

MR. ACKEN: Yes. Karilee Ramaley of SRP Legal
is also here and present. M chele Maser works in the
| egal departnent as well as a paral egal for us.

CHWN. KATZ: That's fine.

And as we sit here right now, has there been
much of any public interest expressed? | know |'ve seen
a -- Krista has joined us; is that correct?

MR. ACKEN. This is Spence WI hel m

CHWN. KATZ: kay.

MR. ACKEN. He is one of the co-project --

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay.

MR. ACKEN:. -- nmmnagers. M apol ogies.

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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wasn't sure if Spence was going to be able to join us.

CHWN. KATZ: And so far has there been any
public interest in this project?

|'"ve seen a letter from sonebody that was upset
that we m ght be burning fossil fuels. But until we are
conpl etely i ndependent of fossil fuels, we're going to be
needing to generate electricity using them particularly
when there's inadequate storage of solar and w nd power
by and | ar ge.

Qut si de of that, has there been any major
public interest expressed, positively or negatively?

MR. ACKEN. So we have held a number of open
houses, stakehol der outreach, you nane it, that Christina
w ll not tal k about today but will be prepared to talk
about at the hearing.

And | would say it's somewhat m xed. There is
certainly the opposition to natural gas from sone
st akehol ders based on climte change reasons. As of this
nmonent, however, Chairman, | have not heard from anyone
indicating that they are planning to intervene.

CHWN. KATZ: kay.

MR. ACKEN. So we had requested nine hearing

days with the expectation that we will have intervenors,

but that's still to be determned. As of this nonent in

time, | don't have a single potential intervenor to
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440

www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ
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identify or who has identified thenselves to ne or anyone
on this call.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. And if we don't have any,

we mght end up -- we still could set it for the two
weeks, but | think that -- I'm hoping that we coul d get
it done in five -- four and a half days, but we'll have

to wait and see.

MR. ACKEN:. Certainly, | nean, our direct case,
it wll be a robust direct case as conpared to the | ast
one that you and | just had. There will be nore to our
direct. But, yes, without intervenors, this isn't a
ni ne-day heari ng.

CHWN. KATZ: |If we get a Mdtion to Intervene,
we will take that up at the hearing, but | mght need to
get back to you before then to see where we are at before
we woul d have our prehearing conference.

But have you -- who are the interested parties
that may have been notified, such as cities, towns,
counti es?

MR. ACKEN: Affected jurisdictions are the Gty
of Coolidge and Pinal County. So they have been provided
or they will be provided notice of the application once
filed. Those are the two affected jurisdictions.

CHWN. KATZ: GCkay. And | did see that you gave
us five exhibits.

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ
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One of them No. 1, is Land Ownership/
Jurisdiction. |It's a colored nmap.

The second one is the Notice -- the Draft
Noti ce of Hearing, which |ooks fine to me. And | think
that's the sane Radi sson Hotel we had an earlier hearing
at, but I'mnot going to worry about it. This Notice of
Hearing | ooks good to ne. | mght want to review it in
further detail with Tod, but right now, it | ooks
satisfactory.

And then Exhibit 3 was the Coolidge Expansion
Project Siting Commttee Route Tour Itinerary. And you
know from our |ast hearing, M. Acken, that the Commttee
probably is going to want to have a tour. |'m assum ng
that this site is accessible, and a tour isn't going to
consune hours and hours.

MR. ACKEN. So we are expecting that the
Committee will want a tour, and that's why you have those
exhibits that M. Petry can speak to if you'd |ike nore
I nformati on about the tour.

Accessibility is going to be an issue. W are
still evaluating our options for nmenbers of the general
public to get inside the fenceline, so to speak, of the
plant itself. Certainly, we can have folks go up to the
fenceline, but we understand the Commttee would like to
go inside. | think it nakes sense to go inside to show

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ
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sone of the existing facility. W just need to work out
sone of the logistics on how we can do that so that we
are prepared in case you have nenbers of the public that
al so want to follow along on the tour.

So that's the only open item if you will. So
| would ask for sone flexibility and time for us to run
that to ground and figure out what that |ooks Iike.
Again, if we're talking ten or so nenbers of the public,
we're pretty confident we can accommopdate that; but if
we've got a lot, we're going to have to figure sone
things out. So we need to run that to ground.

CHWN. KATZ: | understand, and | did get your
Exhibit 4, which is the route tour. W don't need to go
into detail regarding it. |'massum ng that from what
you' re showi ng, we don't have a lot of driving to do.
nean, we have to go to Coolidge; but once we're there,

" massum ng, at the site, it's not that expansive of an
area that we would be view ng.

MR. ACKEN. No, that's correct, M. Chairnman.
| nmean, you're basically doing a 1-m | e-square perineter
of the project area with a few stops in there. The big
issue will be if we have a stop inside the facility, that
will take sonme tine.

CHWN. KATZ: GCkay. And how nmuch tinme do you
think we'd likely be between getting there, touring, and

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ
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getting back? Half a day? A couple of hours?

MR. ACKEN. M. Chairman, we're assumng half a
day. You are correct that this is a short drive from
Casa Grande Radi sson over to the facility. But, again,
the lead tine to get into the facility and to do and see
sone of that, our best estimate right nowis half a day.

CHWN. KATZ: GCkay. And | do have your
Exhibit 5. It shows where one, two, three, four, five,
si X, seven signs have been posted, and it |ooks |ike
they're along the east and west perineter of the site as
well as one to the north of the site. |Is that
essentially correct?

MR. ACKEN:. That's where the signs wll be
post ed.

CHWN. KATZ: kay.

MR. ACKEN. M. Petry can correct ne, but |
think those sign locations are | and that SRP owns, so we
know we can put signs there.

We may be able to post a couple additional
signs in other locations, but, frankly, | think seven
shoul d be nore than adequate if we're unable to do that,

and | hope you would agree. But, yeah, the idea was to,

if you will, hit the perineter of the project with signs.
CHWN. KATZ: | think that that's nore than
adequat e.
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440

www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ
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And what publications have taken pl ace
regarding this matter? O if not yet, when will you be
publ i shi ng?

MR. ACKEN. So, obviously, publication for the
application will happen after the filing. There has been
publ i cations done. But, again, Ms. Hallows would be in a
better position to go into detail for open houses, sone
publ i ¢ stakehol der neetings, things of that nature, that
we have done as part of the preapplication phase.

Once we file the application, we will be
submtting -- the newspaper publication will be the Casa
Grande Dispatch. So there used to be nultiple
newspapers. The Coolidge Exam ner and Casa G ande
Di spatch have nerged. But we wll be filing nultiple
times in that newspaper -- or publishing, excuse nme. So
the 18th, the 21st, and the 23rd will all be wthin our
ten-day wi ndow fromthe date of the application filing so
we neet our statutory notice tine franes.

We are also filing as a supplenent on the 26th.
So we recogni ze that's outside the statutory w ndow, but
we're just doing it as a suppl enent.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. And the notice of affected

jurisdictions. Have they been sent out yet or is that --

it's premature, but you'll be notifying both Casa
Grande -- excuse ne, Pinal County and Cool i dge?
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440

www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ
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MR. ACKEN. That's correct.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. The evidentiary hearing, we
know where that is going to be set, at that Radi sson
Hotel in Casa G ande, correct?

MR. ACKEN. Yes. And we'll have the sanme setup
that the Comm ttee has becone accustonmed to wth both
|ive-stream ng options, all the video technol ogy
avai | abl e there.

The notice that you saw has the sane
adnmoni ti ons and requests that the public participate
virtually, but we will certainly be available for sone to
participate in person should they show W do anticipate
public interest in this project. Wether they wll
appear in Casa Grande or virtually will be determ ned.

But in either event, we will be ready for them

One thing that we have proposed in the Notice
of Hearing that | wanted to flag for you is we would |ike
to start this hearing at 9:00 a.m -- sonetines the
Committee will start at 1:00 -- since it's in Casa
G ande, which isn't too far a drive for fol ks that want
to drive down. And also we'll have accommodati ons for
fol ks that want to conme down the night before. Again,
gi ven the concern in case we do draw intervenors and it
extends the hearing wi ndow, we would |like to start right
out of the gate at 9.

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ
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CHWN. KATZ: The reason that | probably won't
agree to do that is that we have Jim Pal ner, as an
exanpl e, comes here from Graham County. He attends in
person. Jack Haeni chen cones down from Heber. And
don't know whether we'll get Toby little, who lives in
Tucson, to attend or not. But not everybody is in the
nei ghborhood. So the reason we generally start late is
so people don't have to stay in a hotel Sunday night. So
we probably won't begin until 1:00. And if we have to go
into the second week, we'll recess Friday at 4:30 or 5:00
and pick back up the foll owi ng Monday.

And we're | ooking at starting on January 18th;
Is that correct?

MR. ACKEN: Correct. That Tuesday, the day
after the Martin Luther King Holiday.

CHWN. KATZ: Okay. And you will be making
arrangenents, be in contact with the Committee Menbers
and working with Tod, to the extent necessary, to nake
sure that there are adequate accommodations for the
Commi ttee Menbers.

And | will be staying, obviously. |'m not
going to -- even though |I live in Scottsdale, |'m not
going to commute an hour and a half twi ce a day -- hour,
hour and a half, so | wll be staying in the hotel. And
that woul d be Tuesday through Friday. And if we cone

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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back, I'Il not spend the weekend. [1'll go hone.

MR. ACKEN. Yes, M. Chairman, M. Petry's team
has been handling | ogistics for the hearing | ocation
itself as well as accommpdations for the Cormittee and
for our teamas well. And | share your perspective.
don't think I'"mgoing to spend the weekend in Casa
G ande.

CHW. KATZ: | amagoing to want -- | don't need
to get an explanation of the tour right now, but | would
|i ke to have you submt a plan for a tour at the
prehearing conference and file it with the ACC Docket
Control folks.

MR. ACKEN:. Ckay. So just let ne be clear on
that ask. What we have marked as an exhibit for this
prefiling is a map show ng the route along with the route
stops. |Is that adequate, or do you want nore information
as far as protocol? Maybe by then, we have this
informati on on what the public can and can't do. Is that
what you'd |like to see?

CHWN. KATZ: Wwell, | think we have the map.

That gives us an idea. But | think we would want to have
at the prehearing conference at least a little bit better
under st andi ng of how | ong things m ght take and how we're
going to handl e the public versus the Commttee Menbers,
etc.

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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MR. ACKEN. Ckay. Understood. WII| do.

CHWN. KATZ: And, Tod, is there any specific
thing that you think we should be requiring themto do?

MR. BREVER: Not that | can think of,
M. Chai rman.

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you.

And | don't know what day we woul d take that
tour on. Sonetinme on Wednesday?

MR. ACKEN. That is how we have proposed it.
We think that makes sense. Again, | guess | thought that
made -- | was thinking we could get off to an earlier
start. W start at 1:00. | would like to be able to get
through M. Mclellan's direct and sone others to | ay
sone -- well, "foundation" is the wong term not in a
| egal sense, but just so it nakes a little nore sense
when the Conmittee goes on the tour. But we were
t hi nki ng the second day would be the best tinme to do the
tour, and that's how the Notice of Hearing is drafted.

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you.

And, Tod, when would we be setting our
preheari ng conference?

MR. BREWER  The week of January the 10th.

CHWN. KATZ: You've probably | ooked at ny
calendar. | don't think I have anything set in January.

MR. BREVER: No, you do not, sir.

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ
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CHWN. KATZ: So we could do it the 10th -- |
don't have ny cal endar out, but we could do the 10th,
11t h, 12th. Wen would you like to have that set? And
probably at maybe 2:00 in the afternoon?

MR. ACKEN. So ny preference, with that in
m nd, would be the 11th if you want to do it in the
af ternoon because |'m assum ng the Procedural O der w il
require us to file and exchange exhibits the day before
the prehearing, if not sooner.

CHWN. KATZ: Right.

MR. ACKEN. So that gives us the 10th to nake
t hat happen. So that would be ny ask, is that we do it
on the 11th. The 12th is a little ...

CHWN. KATZ: We could do it on the 11th. |
don't know whet her you would prefer it in the norning or
t he afternoon.

MR. ACKEN. | guess | would prefer it in the
af ternoon of the 11th or norning of the 12th | ooking at
my schedul e personally.

CHWN. KATZ: Tod, what do you think works best?
It doesn't matter to ne.

MR. BREWER Let's do 2:00 on the 11th.

CHWN. KATZ: Okay. We will do it at 2:00 on
the 11th.

There's no related litigation or disputes that
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we currently need to discuss; is that correct?

MR. ACKEN:. Yes, that is correct. Again, we've
heard sone fol ks, obviously, who are opposed to the
project, but they haven't identified thenselves to nme or
expressed a desire to intervene here or in sone other
forum

CHWN. KATZ: GCkay. And one of ny checkli st
itenms says to informyou that everyone needs to get a
copy of the application, but that would be only the
interested parties or the intervenors and, obviously, the
Cty and Pinal County.

MR. ACKEN. Yes, we wll do that. W're also
making it available at a couple library | ocations.

CHWN. KATZ: And, Tod, | don't have a copy of
the Draft Procedural Order. |I'massunming it's going to
be pretty simlar to the ones we have previously issued?

MR. BREWER:  Correct.

CHWN. KATZ: And, M. Acken, it would probably
be very simlar to the one that you received in the
hearing that we just conpl eted.

MR. ACKEN. Yes. I|I'msorry. The only item--
or one itemthat cones to ny mind is in that Procedural
Order we haven't tal ked about is -- I'Il say to provide
noti ce through social nedia as discussed at the
prefiling. So do you want to go over our plan for soci al
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nmedi a notice for the hearing itself now or --

CHW. KATZ: 1'd at least |like to have an idea
of what you're going to be doing regarding social nedia.

MR. ACKEN. Okay. So with that, I'mgoing to
turn it over to Ms. Hallows to explain the plan for
noti ce, the social nedia notice, of the hearing itself.

M5. HALLOWS: Thank you, Bert.

What our planis, is to run targeted soci al
medi a ads through Facebook, Instagram and Nextdoor for
two weeks. So we would start that on January 4th, and
they would run until Tuesday, January 18th. And that
woul d be targeted to the 7-mle radius that we've used as
our 7-mle notification radius.

And al so Facebook and I nstagram those ads
woul d be run in English and Spani sh, and then Nextdoor is
just English. That's all they offer.

CHWN. KATZ: That's just like it sounds? |
haven't heard of that site before, but it's Nextdoor?

M5. HALLOAS: Nextdoor, uh-huh.

CHWN. KATZ: And are you going to post anything
on the SRP website so that the public would have the
ability to view that infornmation?

M5. HALLOWS: Yes, sir

CHWN. KATZ: GCkay. And are you planni ng any
virtual -- I"'mnot telling you you have to, but are you

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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pl anni ng any virtual open houses, or are you having a
phone nunber for people to contact and ask questions?
And will that be set out on the website?

M5. HALLOWS: Yes. We do currently have that,
and we did already hold virtual live open houses as well
as i n person.

CHWN. KATZ: Sounds good.

M. Acken, | would also ask that -- and it
could be on a day or two before the hearing, that you get
us your draft of the prehearing conference -- not the
preheari ng conference, but the draft conditions for the
CEC. And | know that this isn't power lines, but there
may need to be sone revisions in terns of how we do this.
|"ve only sat through about -- | w tnessed one and
conducted four hearings, but they were all gen-tie |ines,
and | amnot famliar with whether or not the conditions
are substantially different when we're dealing with a
gas-fired power plant.

MR. ACKEN:. We will certainly have proposed
conditions tailored to this project. A nunber of themin
ny experience will be simlar, but, yes, there is -- we
will look to past cases. There's a handful of recent
ones for guidance as to standard conditions to propose.

CHWN. KATZ: GCkay. And any public comments,
we'l | probably do those at 5:30 on the first day of the
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hearing. And if we have a |lot of people wanting to talk,
we may limt themto two or three m nutes per person.
You'll need to have sone cards available for themto sign
in. And if they appear virtually, we're going to require
themto state their nanes and perhaps, if it's
conplicated, spell their last nane for the benefit of the
Commttee and our court reporter.

MR. ACKEN:. Yes, we will be prepared for that.

CHW. KATZ: And | don't know whether we'l
have any of the Board of Supervisors or City officials
that want to comment, and | don't know whether or not
we'll need to have any of themsworn in. That's not
necessary, but they could be sworn in or affirned if you
think it helps the situation. |If not, they would be
given the first opportunity to speak so we won't keep
themthere for hours and hours if we have a | ot of
peopl e.

And if we don't get all of that done on the
first day, we nmay have public comment continued a couple
days thereafter. But |I'm hoping that we don't have nore
t han about an hour or so of public coments or |ess. But
| have no way of know ng.

MR. ACKEN. M. Chairman, with respect to | oca

officials, | can't tell you today whether we wll or wll
not have fol ks conme to speak. |If we do, we appreciate
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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t he accommodation of letting them speak first if it's in
the evening. Sonetines what we've done in the past is
have additional public comment sessions, as you said, at
1: 00 after a lunch break to accommpdate their schedul es
and their availability.

CHWN. KATZ: That's fine.

MR ACKEN:. | wll say it's very unlikely we're
going to ask that they go under oath. There's not nuch
past precedent for that. So we would envision it being
in the nature of public coment.

CHWN. KATZ: |'massunming that this entire
expansion is going to be on SRP-owned property; is that
correct?

MR ACKEN:. Yes.

CHWN. KATZ: Wat about -- |I'm assum ng that we
don't have any federal permits that are required, though
I["mnot sure of that. But |I'mjust wondering what the
status is of federal, state, county, city, or town
permtting.

MR. ACKEN. So there is no federal nexus, no
federal permtting requirenment, no NEPA analysis. W're
in the -- the project is in the Cty of Coolidge
jurisdiction. It's zoned for this.

As far as building permt, things of that
nature, | would defer to M. Mclellan and M. Wl helmif
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t hey have additional context at this tine or if you want
to wait to the hearing for that, but that's kind of a
hi gh-1 evel overview.

CHWN. KATZ: |'mjust don't know -- |I'm
assum ng that not every permt's going to be applied for
i n advance because you need to get the CEC before you can
start doing certain things. But do we have any pendi ng
permt applications with the Gty or the County?

MR. ACKEN. W actually -- you know, we do with
the County, an air quality with the Pinal County Air
Quality District. So | should nention the Air Quality
Permt with Pinal County, and |I believe there will be an
Aqui fer Protection Permt with ADEQ So those -- | know
the Air Quality Permt application has been submtted.
do not know the status of the APP. Maybe soneone el se on
this call does, or we will certainly have that avail abl e.

CHWN. KATZ: | nean, if anybody knows the
status, they can identify thenselves and | et us know.

But, obviously, we may not have all of that information
presently avail abl e.

MR. WLHELM The APP permt has not been
pl aced yet.

CHWN. KATZ: But you'll be filing that at sone
point in tinme wth ADEQ?

MR WLHELM  Yes.
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CHWN. KATZ: And that's Spence W hel mthat was

just tal king?

MR WLHELM  Yes.

CHWN. KATZ: And are you enpl oyed by SRP?

MR WLHELM | am

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you very nuch.

Wth respect to technol ogy, we've all been
there before. W need to make sure we have strong WFi,
and we didn't have any WFi problens in our |ast neeting
in Casa Gande. W had a few little glitches in our | ast
hearing in Tucson, but we just need to nake sure we have
proper, strong, good WFi.

And with respect to exhibits, | always |ike a
hard copy. Sone of the Conmttee people are nore than
happy to just get digital copies of the exhibits, but we
shoul d have at |east a few notebooks available. W' ve
usual Iy been havi ng about five or six of our nmenbers in
person, nyself included, and three, four, five appearing
virtually. But we just need to nmake sure they have
access to exhibits either electronically or on the screen
that gets presented so that they see what we're talking
about or hard copies. And we're obviously not going to
be sendi ng hard copies out to those who appear virtually.

MR. ACKEN. Yes, we wll do so. W'I|l have
hard copies avail able for those that want them and
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tablets for those that want to ook at it in electronic
form

And, yes, it's ny expectation that the WFi
will be up and running |l ong before the hearing starts,
unli ke | ast tine.

CHW. KATZ: So I'mnot all that worried. Are
you using the sanme crew as last tine, |ast hearing?

MR ACKEN:. Yes.

CHWN. KATZ: Good. They know what they're
doing, and we'll be in good shape. And |I know you'll be
provi ding i Pads or sonme type of tablet for the benefit of
the Commttee Menbers to be able to open up exhibits as
needed.

MR ACKEN:. Yes.

CHWN. KATZ: Are there any other m scell aneous
I ssues that we need to be aware of today?

MR. ACKEN. Looking at ny list, | think we have
it covered, but | would ask ny team if soneone knows of
sonething that is m ssing, please speak up.

CHWN. KATZ: | believe our court reporter
generally or the conpany would |ike to have fi nal
transcripts of the conference and hearing posted to the
appl i cant website.

And, Carolyn, would we be tal ki ng about the
transcripts of this proceeding or the transcripts of the
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prehearing conference or just the transcripts of the
hearing itself?

THE COURT REPORTER. M. Chairnman, you would
have to speak with Marta Hetzer at ny office about that.

CHWN. KATZ: | will ask you, M. Acken, if you
can do that. And if there are any issues or problens, to
pl ease | et ne know.

MR. ACKEN: Yes. It's our expectation that we
will be -- we will have the read-only transcripts
avai l able within a couple days, and then we wi || post
those on the website.

CHWN. KATZ: At the hearing, like |I've done
previously, we wll not go generally any |onger than an
hour and a half and then take a 15-m nute break. But |'m
hopeful that the Commttee and your staff, SRP staff and
your staff, M. Acken, will be cooperative so we don't
dillydally. And if we say 15 mnutes, it could be 14, it
could be 16, but | don't want it being 25 or 30.

MR. ACKEN. There will be no dillydallying from
our team Again, if we have intervenors, we're going to
ask to keep this noving, and we wll do our part to keep
it nmoving.

CHWN. KATZ: Okay. Are there any -- | guess
there's no objections to be voiced at this point in tine
to anything because things are still up in the air, and

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ





© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

LS CASE NO TBA PREFI LI NG CONFERENCE 12/ 07/ 2021 25
TEMPORARY BRI EF CAPTI ON
we don't have any intervenors that are proposing
intervention that you m ght object to or giving us
exhi bits that are outrageous or inadm ssible.

MR. ACKEN. Yes, that's correct. | mean the
interventions, if they cone, we would expect it would be
fromgroups that, quite honestly, have the right to
intervene, so there's not going to be nmuch to object to
t here.

I ndi vidual s, that nay be a different approach,
and we nmay ask, just so you know, if we draw a | ot of
i ntervention, that sone folks be -- their interests be
conbi ned for the purposes of a snoboth hearing. But we
can deal with that if and when we get to it at the tine.

CHWN. KATZ: And I'mnot putting it down, but
' massum ng that npst of our comrunity nenbers aren't
trained | awers, and | don't know that they'll be
prepared to conme in pro per as an intervenor or file the
appropri ate paperwork. | would expect, though, that if
there's a whol e host of people that have the same or
simlar objections that they'll hire a | awer, but we'll
cross that bridge when we cone to it.

Is there anything else that you think we need

to discuss, M. Acken?

MR. ACKEN:. | do not. Thank you.
CHWN. KATZ: "Il ask M. Brewer, Tod, whether
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he has anything that he thinks | need or we need to
cover.

MR. BREWER No, M. Chairman, | think we have
ever yt hi ng.

CHWN. KATZ: Well, | look forward to seeing you
fol ks after the new year. Be healthy and happy after the
upcom ng hol i day season and be healthy. | already said
that, but hopefully nobody will cone down with COVID or
some other terrible disease, and we'll see you early to
m d- January.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you.

CHWN. KATZ: Take care. And if we need to get
toget her again, you can either file sonmething or give Tod
or nyself a call

MR. ACKEN. WII| do. Thank you.

CHWN. KATZ: Take care. Bye-bye.

We stand in recess.

(The prefiling conference concluded at 3:34.)
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STATE OF ARl ZONA
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE I T KNOMWN that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs were
taken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by nme in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of
the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out cone her eof.

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical
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7-206(J)(1)(g)(1) and (2). Dated at Phoenix, Arizona,
this 9th day of Decenber, 2021
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           1             CHMN. KATZ:  This is the time that we have 



           2  set -- and we are on the record -- this is the time we 



           3  have set for a prefiling -- yeah, this is a prefiling 



           4  conference, correct, in the matter of the application of 



           5  Salt River Project to expand their Coolidge power plant.



           6             And I would ask counsel who is present, if he 



           7  would, to please identify himself for the court record.



           8             MR. ACKEN:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Bert 



           9  Acken of Jennings, Strouss & Salmon on behalf of the 



          10  pending applicant, Salt River Project.  



          11             CHMN. KATZ:  And are there any other lawyers 



          12  from SRP that are working with you that are present here 



          13  today?



          14             MR. ACKEN:  Yes.  Karilee Ramaley of SRP Legal 



          15  is also here and present.  Michele Maser works in the 



          16  legal department as well as a paralegal for us.



          17             CHMN. KATZ:  That's fine.



          18             And as we sit here right now, has there been 



          19  much of any public interest expressed?  I know I've seen 



          20  a -- Krista has joined us; is that correct?



          21             MR. ACKEN:  This is Spence Wilhelm.



          22             CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.



          23             MR. ACKEN:  He is one of the co-project -- 



          24             CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.



          25             MR. ACKEN:  -- managers.  My apologies.  I 
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           1  wasn't sure if Spence was going to be able to join us.



           2             CHMN. KATZ:  And so far has there been any 



           3  public interest in this project?



           4             I've seen a letter from somebody that was upset 



           5  that we might be burning fossil fuels.  But until we are 



           6  completely independent of fossil fuels, we're going to be 



           7  needing to generate electricity using them, particularly 



           8  when there's inadequate storage of solar and wind power 



           9  by and large.



          10             Outside of that, has there been any major 



          11  public interest expressed, positively or negatively?



          12             MR. ACKEN:  So we have held a number of open 



          13  houses, stakeholder outreach, you name it, that Christina 



          14  will not talk about today but will be prepared to talk 



          15  about at the hearing.



          16             And I would say it's somewhat mixed.  There is 



          17  certainly the opposition to natural gas from some 



          18  stakeholders based on climate change reasons.  As of this 



          19  moment, however, Chairman, I have not heard from anyone 



          20  indicating that they are planning to intervene.



          21             CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.



          22             MR. ACKEN:  So we had requested nine hearing 



          23  days with the expectation that we will have intervenors, 



          24  but that's still to be determined.  As of this moment in 



          25  time, I don't have a single potential intervenor to 
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           1  identify or who has identified themselves to me or anyone 



           2  on this call.



           3             CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.  And if we don't have any, 



           4  we might end up -- we still could set it for the two 



           5  weeks, but I think that -- I'm hoping that we could get 



           6  it done in five -- four and a half days, but we'll have 



           7  to wait and see.



           8             MR. ACKEN:  Certainly, I mean, our direct case, 



           9  it will be a robust direct case as compared to the last 



          10  one that you and I just had.  There will be more to our 



          11  direct.  But, yes, without intervenors, this isn't a 



          12  nine-day hearing. 



          13             CHMN. KATZ:  If we get a Motion to Intervene, 



          14  we will take that up at the hearing, but I might need to 



          15  get back to you before then to see where we are at before 



          16  we would have our prehearing conference.



          17             But have you -- who are the interested parties 



          18  that may have been notified, such as cities, towns, 



          19  counties?



          20             MR. ACKEN:  Affected jurisdictions are the City 



          21  of Coolidge and Pinal County.  So they have been provided 



          22  or they will be provided notice of the application once 



          23  filed.  Those are the two affected jurisdictions.



          24             CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.  And I did see that you gave 



          25  us five exhibits.
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           1             One of them, No. 1, is Land Ownership/ 



           2  Jurisdiction.  It's a colored map.



           3             The second one is the Notice -- the Draft 



           4  Notice of Hearing, which looks fine to me.  And I think 



           5  that's the same Radisson Hotel we had an earlier hearing 



           6  at, but I'm not going to worry about it.  This Notice of 



           7  Hearing looks good to me.  I might want to review it in 



           8  further detail with Tod, but right now, it looks 



           9  satisfactory.



          10             And then Exhibit 3 was the Coolidge Expansion 



          11  Project Siting Committee Route Tour Itinerary.  And you 



          12  know from our last hearing, Mr. Acken, that the Committee 



          13  probably is going to want to have a tour.  I'm assuming 



          14  that this site is accessible, and a tour isn't going to 



          15  consume hours and hours.



          16             MR. ACKEN:  So we are expecting that the 



          17  Committee will want a tour, and that's why you have those 



          18  exhibits that Mr. Petry can speak to if you'd like more 



          19  information about the tour.



          20             Accessibility is going to be an issue.  We are 



          21  still evaluating our options for members of the general 



          22  public to get inside the fenceline, so to speak, of the 



          23  plant itself.  Certainly, we can have folks go up to the 



          24  fenceline, but we understand the Committee would like to 



          25  go inside.  I think it makes sense to go inside to show 
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           1  some of the existing facility.  We just need to work out 



           2  some of the logistics on how we can do that so that we 



           3  are prepared in case you have members of the public that 



           4  also want to follow along on the tour.



           5             So that's the only open item, if you will.  So 



           6  I would ask for some flexibility and time for us to run 



           7  that to ground and figure out what that looks like.  



           8  Again, if we're talking ten or so members of the public, 



           9  we're pretty confident we can accommodate that; but if 



          10  we've got a lot, we're going to have to figure some 



          11  things out.  So we need to run that to ground.



          12             CHMN. KATZ:  I understand, and I did get your 



          13  Exhibit 4, which is the route tour.  We don't need to go 



          14  into detail regarding it.  I'm assuming that from what 



          15  you're showing, we don't have a lot of driving to do.  I 



          16  mean, we have to go to Coolidge; but once we're there, 



          17  I'm assuming, at the site, it's not that expansive of an 



          18  area that we would be viewing.



          19             MR. ACKEN:  No, that's correct, Mr. Chairman.  



          20  I mean, you're basically doing a 1-mile-square perimeter 



          21  of the project area with a few stops in there.  The big 



          22  issue will be if we have a stop inside the facility, that 



          23  will take some time.



          24             CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.  And how much time do you 



          25  think we'd likely be between getting there, touring, and 
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           1  getting back?  Half a day?  A couple of hours?



           2             MR. ACKEN:  Mr. Chairman, we're assuming half a 



           3  day.  You are correct that this is a short drive from 



           4  Casa Grande Radisson over to the facility.  But, again, 



           5  the lead time to get into the facility and to do and see 



           6  some of that, our best estimate right now is half a day.



           7             CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.  And I do have your 



           8  Exhibit 5.  It shows where one, two, three, four, five, 



           9  six, seven signs have been posted, and it looks like 



          10  they're along the east and west perimeter of the site as 



          11  well as one to the north of the site.  Is that 



          12  essentially correct?



          13             MR. ACKEN:  That's where the signs will be 



          14  posted.



          15             CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.



          16             MR. ACKEN:  Mr. Petry can correct me, but I 



          17  think those sign locations are land that SRP owns, so we 



          18  know we can put signs there.



          19             We may be able to post a couple additional 



          20  signs in other locations, but, frankly, I think seven 



          21  should be more than adequate if we're unable to do that, 



          22  and I hope you would agree.  But, yeah, the idea was to, 



          23  if you will, hit the perimeter of the project with signs.



          24             CHMN. KATZ:  I think that that's more than 



          25  adequate.
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           1             And what publications have taken place 



           2  regarding this matter?  Or if not yet, when will you be 



           3  publishing?



           4             MR. ACKEN:  So, obviously, publication for the 



           5  application will happen after the filing.  There has been 



           6  publications done.  But, again, Ms. Hallows would be in a 



           7  better position to go into detail for open houses, some 



           8  public stakeholder meetings, things of that nature, that 



           9  we have done as part of the preapplication phase.



          10             Once we file the application, we will be 



          11  submitting -- the newspaper publication will be the Casa 



          12  Grande Dispatch.  So there used to be multiple 



          13  newspapers.  The Coolidge Examiner and Casa Grande 



          14  Dispatch have merged.  But we will be filing multiple 



          15  times in that newspaper -- or publishing, excuse me.  So 



          16  the 18th, the 21st, and the 23rd will all be within our 



          17  ten-day window from the date of the application filing so 



          18  we meet our statutory notice time frames.



          19             We are also filing as a supplement on the 26th.  



          20  So we recognize that's outside the statutory window, but 



          21  we're just doing it as a supplement.



          22             CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.  And the notice of affected 



          23  jurisdictions.  Have they been sent out yet or is that -- 



          24  it's premature, but you'll be notifying both Casa 



          25  Grande -- excuse me, Pinal County and Coolidge?
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           1             MR. ACKEN:  That's correct.



           2             CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.  The evidentiary hearing, we 



           3  know where that is going to be set, at that Radisson 



           4  Hotel in Casa Grande, correct?  



           5             MR. ACKEN:  Yes.  And we'll have the same setup 



           6  that the Committee has become accustomed to with both 



           7  live-streaming options, all the video technology 



           8  available there.



           9             The notice that you saw has the same 



          10  admonitions and requests that the public participate 



          11  virtually, but we will certainly be available for some to 



          12  participate in person should they show.  We do anticipate 



          13  public interest in this project.  Whether they will 



          14  appear in Casa Grande or virtually will be determined.  



          15  But in either event, we will be ready for them.



          16             One thing that we have proposed in the Notice 



          17  of Hearing that I wanted to flag for you is we would like 



          18  to start this hearing at 9:00 a.m. -- sometimes the 



          19  Committee will start at 1:00 -- since it's in Casa 



          20  Grande, which isn't too far a drive for folks that want 



          21  to drive down.  And also we'll have accommodations for 



          22  folks that want to come down the night before.  Again, 



          23  given the concern in case we do draw intervenors and it 



          24  extends the hearing window, we would like to start right 



          25  out of the gate at 9.
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           1             CHMN. KATZ:  The reason that I probably won't 



           2  agree to do that is that we have Jim Palmer, as an 



           3  example, comes here from Graham County.  He attends in 



           4  person.  Jack Haenichen comes down from Heber.  And I 



           5  don't know whether we'll get Toby little, who lives in 



           6  Tucson, to attend or not.  But not everybody is in the 



           7  neighborhood.  So the reason we generally start late is 



           8  so people don't have to stay in a hotel Sunday night.  So 



           9  we probably won't begin until 1:00.  And if we have to go 



          10  into the second week, we'll recess Friday at 4:30 or 5:00 



          11  and pick back up the following Monday.



          12             And we're looking at starting on January 18th; 



          13  is that correct?



          14             MR. ACKEN:  Correct.  That Tuesday, the day 



          15  after the Martin Luther King Holiday.



          16             CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.  And you will be making 



          17  arrangements, be in contact with the Committee Members 



          18  and working with Tod, to the extent necessary, to make 



          19  sure that there are adequate accommodations for the 



          20  Committee Members.



          21             And I will be staying, obviously.  I'm not 



          22  going to -- even though I live in Scottsdale, I'm not 



          23  going to commute an hour and a half twice a day -- hour, 



          24  hour and a half, so I will be staying in the hotel.  And 



          25  that would be Tuesday through Friday.  And if we come 
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           1  back, I'll not spend the weekend.  I'll go home.



           2             MR. ACKEN:  Yes, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Petry's team 



           3  has been handling logistics for the hearing location 



           4  itself as well as accommodations for the Committee and 



           5  for our team as well.  And I share your perspective.  I 



           6  don't think I'm going to spend the weekend in Casa 



           7  Grande.



           8             CHMN. KATZ:  I am going to want -- I don't need 



           9  to get an explanation of the tour right now, but I would 



          10  like to have you submit a plan for a tour at the 



          11  prehearing conference and file it with the ACC Docket 



          12  Control folks.



          13             MR. ACKEN:  Okay.  So just let me be clear on 



          14  that ask.  What we have marked as an exhibit for this 



          15  prefiling is a map showing the route along with the route 



          16  stops.  Is that adequate, or do you want more information 



          17  as far as protocol?  Maybe by then, we have this 



          18  information on what the public can and can't do.  Is that 



          19  what you'd like to see?



          20             CHMN. KATZ:  Well, I think we have the map.  



          21  That gives us an idea.  But I think we would want to have 



          22  at the prehearing conference at least a little bit better 



          23  understanding of how long things might take and how we're 



          24  going to handle the public versus the Committee Members, 



          25  etc.
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           1             MR. ACKEN:  Okay.  Understood.  Will do.



           2             CHMN. KATZ:  And, Tod, is there any specific 



           3  thing that you think we should be requiring them to do?



           4             MR. BREWER:  Not that I can think of, 



           5  Mr. Chairman.



           6             CHMN. KATZ:  Thank you.



           7             And I don't know what day we would take that 



           8  tour on.  Sometime on Wednesday?



           9             MR. ACKEN:  That is how we have proposed it.  



          10  We think that makes sense.  Again, I guess I thought that 



          11  made -- I was thinking we could get off to an earlier 



          12  start.  We start at 1:00.  I would like to be able to get 



          13  through Mr. Mcclellan's direct and some others to lay 



          14  some -- well, "foundation" is the wrong term, not in a 



          15  legal sense, but just so it makes a little more sense 



          16  when the Committee goes on the tour.  But we were 



          17  thinking the second day would be the best time to do the 



          18  tour, and that's how the Notice of Hearing is drafted.



          19             CHMN. KATZ:  Thank you.



          20             And, Tod, when would we be setting our 



          21  prehearing conference?



          22             MR. BREWER:  The week of January the 10th.



          23             CHMN. KATZ:  You've probably looked at my 



          24  calendar.  I don't think I have anything set in January.



          25             MR. BREWER:  No, you do not, sir.
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           1             CHMN. KATZ:  So we could do it the 10th -- I 



           2  don't have my calendar out, but we could do the 10th, 



           3  11th, 12th.  When would you like to have that set?  And 



           4  probably at maybe 2:00 in the afternoon?



           5             MR. ACKEN:  So my preference, with that in 



           6  mind, would be the 11th if you want to do it in the 



           7  afternoon because I'm assuming the Procedural Order will 



           8  require us to file and exchange exhibits the day before 



           9  the prehearing, if not sooner.



          10             CHMN. KATZ:  Right.



          11             MR. ACKEN:  So that gives us the 10th to make 



          12  that happen.  So that would be my ask, is that we do it 



          13  on the 11th.  The 12th is a little ...



          14             CHMN. KATZ:  We could do it on the 11th.  I 



          15  don't know whether you would prefer it in the morning or 



          16  the afternoon.



          17             MR. ACKEN:  I guess I would prefer it in the 



          18  afternoon of the 11th or morning of the 12th looking at 



          19  my schedule personally.



          20             CHMN. KATZ:  Tod, what do you think works best?  



          21  It doesn't matter to me.



          22             MR. BREWER:  Let's do 2:00 on the 11th.



          23             CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.  We will do it at 2:00 on 



          24  the 11th.



          25             There's no related litigation or disputes that 
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           1  we currently need to discuss; is that correct?



           2             MR. ACKEN:  Yes, that is correct.  Again, we've 



           3  heard some folks, obviously, who are opposed to the 



           4  project, but they haven't identified themselves to me or 



           5  expressed a desire to intervene here or in some other 



           6  forum.



           7             CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.  And one of my checklist 



           8  items says to inform you that everyone needs to get a 



           9  copy of the application, but that would be only the 



          10  interested parties or the intervenors and, obviously, the 



          11  City and Pinal County.



          12             MR. ACKEN:  Yes, we will do that.  We're also 



          13  making it available at a couple library locations.



          14             CHMN. KATZ:  And, Tod, I don't have a copy of 



          15  the Draft Procedural Order.  I'm assuming it's going to 



          16  be pretty similar to the ones we have previously issued?



          17             MR. BREWER:  Correct.



          18             CHMN. KATZ:  And, Mr. Acken, it would probably 



          19  be very similar to the one that you received in the 



          20  hearing that we just completed.



          21             MR. ACKEN:  Yes.  I'm sorry.  The only item -- 



          22  or one item that comes to my mind is in that Procedural 



          23  Order we haven't talked about is -- I'll say to provide 



          24  notice through social media as discussed at the 



          25  prefiling.  So do you want to go over our plan for social 
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           1  media notice for the hearing itself now or --



           2             CHMN. KATZ:  I'd at least like to have an idea 



           3  of what you're going to be doing regarding social media.



           4             MR. ACKEN:  Okay.  So with that, I'm going to 



           5  turn it over to Ms. Hallows to explain the plan for 



           6  notice, the social media notice, of the hearing itself.



           7             MS. HALLOWS:  Thank you, Bert.



           8             What our plan is, is to run targeted social 



           9  media ads through Facebook, Instagram, and Nextdoor for 



          10  two weeks.  So we would start that on January 4th, and 



          11  they would run until Tuesday, January 18th.  And that 



          12  would be targeted to the 7-mile radius that we've used as 



          13  our 7-mile notification radius.



          14             And also Facebook and Instagram, those ads 



          15  would be run in English and Spanish, and then Nextdoor is 



          16  just English.  That's all they offer.



          17             CHMN. KATZ:  That's just like it sounds?  I 



          18  haven't heard of that site before, but it's Nextdoor?



          19             MS. HALLOWS:  Nextdoor, uh-huh.



          20             CHMN. KATZ:  And are you going to post anything 



          21  on the SRP website so that the public would have the 



          22  ability to view that information?



          23             MS. HALLOWS:  Yes, sir.



          24             CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.  And are you planning any 



          25  virtual -- I'm not telling you you have to, but are you 
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           1  planning any virtual open houses, or are you having a 



           2  phone number for people to contact and ask questions?  



           3  And will that be set out on the website?  



           4             MS. HALLOWS:  Yes.  We do currently have that, 



           5  and we did already hold virtual live open houses as well 



           6  as in person.



           7             CHMN. KATZ:  Sounds good.



           8             Mr. Acken, I would also ask that -- and it 



           9  could be on a day or two before the hearing, that you get 



          10  us your draft of the prehearing conference -- not the 



          11  prehearing conference, but the draft conditions for the 



          12  CEC.  And I know that this isn't power lines, but there 



          13  may need to be some revisions in terms of how we do this.  



          14  I've only sat through about -- I witnessed one and 



          15  conducted four hearings, but they were all gen-tie lines, 



          16  and I am not familiar with whether or not the conditions 



          17  are substantially different when we're dealing with a 



          18  gas-fired power plant.



          19             MR. ACKEN:  We will certainly have proposed 



          20  conditions tailored to this project.  A number of them in 



          21  my experience will be similar, but, yes, there is -- we 



          22  will look to past cases.  There's a handful of recent 



          23  ones for guidance as to standard conditions to propose.



          24             CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.  And any public comments, 



          25  we'll probably do those at 5:30 on the first day of the 
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           1  hearing.  And if we have a lot of people wanting to talk, 



           2  we may limit them to two or three minutes per person.  



           3  You'll need to have some cards available for them to sign 



           4  in.  And if they appear virtually, we're going to require 



           5  them to state their names and perhaps, if it's 



           6  complicated, spell their last name for the benefit of the 



           7  Committee and our court reporter.



           8             MR. ACKEN:  Yes, we will be prepared for that.



           9             CHMN. KATZ:  And I don't know whether we'll 



          10  have any of the Board of Supervisors or City officials 



          11  that want to comment, and I don't know whether or not 



          12  we'll need to have any of them sworn in.  That's not 



          13  necessary, but they could be sworn in or affirmed if you 



          14  think it helps the situation.  If not, they would be 



          15  given the first opportunity to speak so we won't keep 



          16  them there for hours and hours if we have a lot of 



          17  people.



          18             And if we don't get all of that done on the 



          19  first day, we may have public comment continued a couple 



          20  days thereafter.  But I'm hoping that we don't have more 



          21  than about an hour or so of public comments or less.  But 



          22  I have no way of knowing.



          23             MR. ACKEN:  Mr. Chairman, with respect to local 



          24  officials, I can't tell you today whether we will or will 



          25  not have folks come to speak.  If we do, we appreciate 
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           1  the accommodation of letting them speak first if it's in 



           2  the evening.  Sometimes what we've done in the past is 



           3  have additional public comment sessions, as you said, at 



           4  1:00 after a lunch break to accommodate their schedules 



           5  and their availability.



           6             CHMN. KATZ:  That's fine.



           7             MR. ACKEN:  I will say it's very unlikely we're 



           8  going to ask that they go under oath.  There's not much 



           9  past precedent for that.  So we would envision it being 



          10  in the nature of public comment.



          11             CHMN. KATZ:  I'm assuming that this entire 



          12  expansion is going to be on SRP-owned property; is that 



          13  correct?



          14             MR. ACKEN:  Yes.



          15             CHMN. KATZ:  What about -- I'm assuming that we 



          16  don't have any federal permits that are required, though 



          17  I'm not sure of that.  But I'm just wondering what the 



          18  status is of federal, state, county, city, or town 



          19  permitting.



          20             MR. ACKEN:  So there is no federal nexus, no 



          21  federal permitting requirement, no NEPA analysis.  We're 



          22  in the -- the project is in the City of Coolidge 



          23  jurisdiction.  It's zoned for this.



          24             As far as building permit, things of that 



          25  nature, I would defer to Mr. Mcclellan and Mr. Wilhelm if 
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           1  they have additional context at this time or if you want 



           2  to wait to the hearing for that, but that's kind of a 



           3  high-level overview.



           4             CHMN. KATZ:  I'm just don't know -- I'm 



           5  assuming that not every permit's going to be applied for 



           6  in advance because you need to get the CEC before you can 



           7  start doing certain things.  But do we have any pending 



           8  permit applications with the City or the County?  



           9             MR. ACKEN:  We actually -- you know, we do with 



          10  the County, an air quality with the Pinal County Air 



          11  Quality District.  So I should mention the Air Quality 



          12  Permit with Pinal County, and I believe there will be an 



          13  Aquifer Protection Permit with ADEQ.  So those -- I know 



          14  the Air Quality Permit application has been submitted.  I 



          15  do not know the status of the APP.  Maybe someone else on 



          16  this call does, or we will certainly have that available.



          17             CHMN. KATZ:  I mean, if anybody knows the 



          18  status, they can identify themselves and let us know.  



          19  But, obviously, we may not have all of that information 



          20  presently available.



          21             MR. WILHELM:  The APP permit has not been 



          22  placed yet.



          23             CHMN. KATZ:  But you'll be filing that at some 



          24  point in time with ADEQ?



          25             MR. WILHELM:  Yes.
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           1             CHMN. KATZ:  And that's Spence Wilhelm that was 



           2  just talking?



           3             MR. WILHELM:  Yes.



           4             CHMN. KATZ:  And are you employed by SRP?  



           5             MR. WILHELM:  I am.



           6             CHMN. KATZ:  Thank you very much.



           7             With respect to technology, we've all been 



           8  there before.  We need to make sure we have strong WiFi, 



           9  and we didn't have any WiFi problems in our last meeting 



          10  in Casa Grande.  We had a few little glitches in our last 



          11  hearing in Tucson, but we just need to make sure we have 



          12  proper, strong, good WiFi.



          13             And with respect to exhibits, I always like a 



          14  hard copy.  Some of the Committee people are more than 



          15  happy to just get digital copies of the exhibits, but we 



          16  should have at least a few notebooks available.  We've 



          17  usually been having about five or six of our members in 



          18  person, myself included, and three, four, five appearing 



          19  virtually.  But we just need to make sure they have 



          20  access to exhibits either electronically or on the screen 



          21  that gets presented so that they see what we're talking 



          22  about or hard copies.  And we're obviously not going to 



          23  be sending hard copies out to those who appear virtually.



          24             MR. ACKEN:  Yes, we will do so.  We'll have 



          25  hard copies available for those that want them and 
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           1  tablets for those that want to look at it in electronic 



           2  form.



           3             And, yes, it's my expectation that the WiFi 



           4  will be up and running long before the hearing starts, 



           5  unlike last time.



           6             CHMN. KATZ:  So I'm not all that worried.  Are 



           7  you using the same crew as last time, last hearing?



           8             MR. ACKEN:  Yes.



           9             CHMN. KATZ:  Good.  They know what they're 



          10  doing, and we'll be in good shape.  And I know you'll be 



          11  providing iPads or some type of tablet for the benefit of 



          12  the Committee Members to be able to open up exhibits as 



          13  needed.



          14             MR. ACKEN:  Yes.



          15             CHMN. KATZ:  Are there any other miscellaneous 



          16  issues that we need to be aware of today?



          17             MR. ACKEN:  Looking at my list, I think we have 



          18  it covered, but I would ask my team, if someone knows of 



          19  something that is missing, please speak up.



          20             CHMN. KATZ:  I believe our court reporter 



          21  generally or the company would like to have final 



          22  transcripts of the conference and hearing posted to the 



          23  applicant website.



          24             And, Carolyn, would we be talking about the 



          25  transcripts of this proceeding or the transcripts of the 
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           1  prehearing conference or just the transcripts of the 



           2  hearing itself?



           3             THE COURT REPORTER:  Mr. Chairman, you would 



           4  have to speak with Marta Hetzer at my office about that.



           5             CHMN. KATZ:  I will ask you, Mr. Acken, if you 



           6  can do that.  And if there are any issues or problems, to 



           7  please let me know.



           8             MR. ACKEN:  Yes.  It's our expectation that we 



           9  will be -- we will have the read-only transcripts 



          10  available within a couple days, and then we will post 



          11  those on the website.



          12             CHMN. KATZ:  At the hearing, like I've done 



          13  previously, we will not go generally any longer than an 



          14  hour and a half and then take a 15-minute break.  But I'm 



          15  hopeful that the Committee and your staff, SRP staff and 



          16  your staff, Mr. Acken, will be cooperative so we don't 



          17  dillydally.  And if we say 15 minutes, it could be 14, it 



          18  could be 16, but I don't want it being 25 or 30.



          19             MR. ACKEN:  There will be no dillydallying from 



          20  our team.  Again, if we have intervenors, we're going to 



          21  ask to keep this moving, and we will do our part to keep 



          22  it moving.



          23             CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.  Are there any -- I guess 



          24  there's no objections to be voiced at this point in time 



          25  to anything because things are still up in the air, and 
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           1  we don't have any intervenors that are proposing 



           2  intervention that you might object to or giving us 



           3  exhibits that are outrageous or inadmissible.



           4             MR. ACKEN:  Yes, that's correct.  I mean the 



           5  interventions, if they come, we would expect it would be 



           6  from groups that, quite honestly, have the right to 



           7  intervene, so there's not going to be much to object to 



           8  there.



           9             Individuals, that may be a different approach, 



          10  and we may ask, just so you know, if we draw a lot of 



          11  intervention, that some folks be -- their interests be 



          12  combined for the purposes of a smooth hearing.  But we 



          13  can deal with that if and when we get to it at the time.



          14             CHMN. KATZ:  And I'm not putting it down, but 



          15  I'm assuming that most of our community members aren't 



          16  trained lawyers, and I don't know that they'll be 



          17  prepared to come in pro per as an intervenor or file the 



          18  appropriate paperwork.  I would expect, though, that if 



          19  there's a whole host of people that have the same or 



          20  similar objections that they'll hire a lawyer, but we'll 



          21  cross that bridge when we come to it.



          22             Is there anything else that you think we need 



          23  to discuss, Mr. Acken?



          24             MR. ACKEN:  I do not.  Thank you.



          25             CHMN. KATZ:  I'll ask Mr. Brewer, Tod, whether 
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           1  he has anything that he thinks I need or we need to 



           2  cover.



           3             MR. BREWER:  No, Mr. Chairman, I think we have 



           4  everything.



           5             CHMN. KATZ:  Well, I look forward to seeing you 



           6  folks after the new year.  Be healthy and happy after the 



           7  upcoming holiday season and be healthy.  I already said 



           8  that, but hopefully nobody will come down with COVID or 



           9  some other terrible disease, and we'll see you early to 



          10  mid-January.



          11             MR. ACKEN:  Thank you.



          12             CHMN. KATZ:  Take care.  And if we need to get 



          13  together again, you can either file something or give Tod 



          14  or myself a call.



          15             MR. ACKEN:  Will do.  Thank you.



          16             CHMN. KATZ:  Take care.  Bye-bye.



          17             We stand in recess.



          18             (The prefiling conference concluded at 3:34.)
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           1  STATE OF ARIZONA    )

              COUNTY OF MARICOPA  )

           2  

              

           3            BE IT KNOWN that the foregoing proceedings were 

              taken before me; that the foregoing pages are a full, 

           4  true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to 

              the best of my skill and ability; that the proceedings 

           5  were taken down by me in shorthand and thereafter reduced 

              to print under my direction.

           6  

                        I CERTIFY that I am in no way related to any of 

           7  the parties hereto nor am I in any way interested in the 

              outcome hereof.

           8  

                        I CERTIFY that I have complied with the ethical 

           9  obligations set forth in ACJA 7-206(F)(3) and ACJA 

              7-206(J)(1)(g)(1) and (2).  Dated at Phoenix, Arizona, 

          10  this 9th day of December, 2021.
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